A’s News Clips, Thursday, August 20, 2009
A's squander opportunities

By Joe Stiglich, Oakland Tribune
What a sight it would have been had A's reliever Craig Breslow stepped to the plate with a bat in his hands during a tight game Wednesday night.

Then again, had the A's regular hitters done more with their opportunities during a 3-2 loss to the New York Yankees, such a scenario wouldn't have had to be considered anyway.

The A's went 1-for-9 with runners in scoring position before a crowd of 35,067, just the fifth sellout at the Oakland Coliseum this season. A healthy portion of that crowd, predictably, was pulling for the Yankees, who took the final two games after the A's won Monday's series opener.

"We had all kinds of chances," A's second baseman Mark Ellis said.

The A's lost their designated hitter in the bottom of the eighth inning when manager Bob Geren pinch ran Nomar Garciaparra for starting catcher Landon Powell, who represented the tying run.

That forced Kurt Suzuki to shift from DH to behind the plate and meant Breslow had to be penciled into the eighth spot in the batting order when he entered to pitch the top of the ninth.

Geren had just three position players on the bench, and Bobby Crosby (calf) and Scott Hairston (quadriceps) were nursing injuries, so Geren didn't hesitate to insert Garciaparra, a faster runner than Powell.

"I didn't feel like I had much of a choice," Geren said.

Yankees closer Mariano Rivera slammed the door on the A's with a 1-2-3 ninth, so Breslow's spot in the order didn't factor in. 

The A's squandered their eighth-inning opportunity after getting two runners aboard with no outs. Tommy Everidge grounded into a 5-3 double play, and Cliff Pennington flied to left.

Suzuki, batting cleanup for the first time in his major league career, came up with the bases loaded in the fifth against reliever Alfredo Aceves and hit a comebacker that became a home-to-first inning-ending double play.

Suzuki also had a chance to cash in during the first, with runners on the corners and one out against Chad Gaudin, the former Athletic. Gaudin got him to wave at strike three and wouldn't allow a run.

Wednesday was Gaudin's first start as a Yankee after New York acquired him from San Diego on Aug. 6. It was an odd outing.

He allowed just one hit with five walks and five strikeouts, getting the hook after 4﻿1/3 innings and 90 pitches.

"Chad, we know him well obviously," Ellis said. "He was just wild enough to keep you off-balance. But he made pitches when he needed to."

The A's trailed 3-0 in the sixth when Jack Cust sent a towering blast over the elevated wall in left-center field. That snapped 26-game and career-high 80 at-bat homerless streaks for Cust. It also ended a career-high 23-game streak without an RBI.

Ellis' RBI single in the seventh pulled the A's to within 3-2.

Oakland lefty Brett Anderson went seven innings after allowing a career-high seven runs in his last outing. Mark Teixeira's two-run homer in the fourth was the damaging blow, putting the Yankees ahead 3-0.

Wednesday was the third time Anderson (7-9) has faced New York this season, and though the rookie is 0-2, he has impressed at least one Yankees veteran.

"The kid who threw tonight, he's got the makings of being a superstar in this game," Johnny Damon said. —... There really wasn't much going on for us tonight."

A's notebook: Oakland eyes pitching help

Joe Stiglich, Oakland Tribune
Expanding to a six-man rotation to save the workload on their rookie starters remains a priority for the A's. 

With Dallas Braden and Justin Duchscherer unavailable for the foreseeable future, the team is considering both trade and free-agent possibilities to bring in extra arms.

"The (outside options) are limited, as they always are at this point," A's assistant general manager David Forst said before Wednesday's game against the New York Yankees at the Oakland Coliseum. "We're exploring what's out there, both with free agents and released players, as well as guys in Triple-A with other teams. But it's certainly not easy to find a starter who's ready to go at the end of August."

Two recently released pitchers were plucked off the market Wednesday, when John Smoltz signed with St. Louis and Vicente Padilla agreed to a minor league deal with the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Former Athletic Mark Mulder, still on the comeback trail from shoulder problems, remains available. He reportedly is throwing off the mound, but whether he'd be ready to step into a rotation between now and season's end is unknown.

A's infielder Nomar Garciaparra, if he clears waivers, could draw interest from contenders looking for a veteran hitter. The deadline to trade for players eligible for postseason rosters is Aug. 31. 

The A's current rotation consists of four rookies — Brett Anderson, Trevor Cahill, Gio Gonzalez and Vin Mazzaro — and veteran Brett Tomko, who won his Oakland debut Monday. 

If the A's don't acquire a pitcher, they simply could add a starter from the minor leagues once rosters expand Sept. 1. Forst mentioned Chad Reineke, Clayton Mortensen and Dana Eveland as possibilities.

One prospect Oakland fans probably won't see is 2007 first-round draft pick James Simmons. The right-hander has been shut down temporarily with shoulder stiffness, Forst said.

Short hops

With left fielder Scott Hairston resting his sore quad, Mark Ellis batted third Wednesday, and Kurt Suzuki hit cleanup for the first time in his major league career. "... A's manager Bob Geren said discussions have begun about who to promote when rosters expand, and "obviously pitching will be at a premium." But which position players might get the call? Triple-A third baseman Brett Wallace is 18-for-47 (.383) with six home runs over his past 11 games. Sacramento teammate Adrian Cardenas, whom the A's also are trying at third base, is 18-for-41 (.439) over the same period. Double-A first baseman Chris Carter of Midland leads the Texas League with .335 average, plus has 23 homers and 96 RBI. If he doesn't join Oakland in September, he figures to get a bump to Triple-A. "... Braden (left ankle) played catch from 180 feet but still felt mild soreness in his ankle. Geren had no update on Duchscherer, who remains out with a non-baseball issue.

Give blood and receive free Oakland A's tickets

By Sandy Kleffman, Contra Costa Times
Give blood, GET free A's tickets: To encourage people to donate blood, the Oakland Athletics have given the American Red Cross more than 500 tickets to games.

Blood donations often drop off during the summer and as a result, supplies can become critically low following the Labor Day weekend.

While tickets remain, anyone who donates blood at one of the following drives will receive a pair of seats at an A's game:

  Aug. 29 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Antioch Church Family, 55 E. 18th St., Antioch. Tickets are available for games versus Seattle on Sept. 3 and 4, and Cleveland on Sept. 18. 

  Sept. 6 from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Pleasant Hill Blood Donor Center, 140 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill. Tickets are available for the game versus the Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim on Oct. 2. 

  Sept. 12 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Barnabas School, 1400 Sixth Ave., Alameda. Tickets are available to games versus Cleveland on Sept. 18, 19 and 20. 

Any healthy person age 17 and older, or age 16 with written parental consent, who weighs at least 110 pounds may be eligible to donate. To schedule an appointment, call 800-448-3543 or visit www.HelpSaveALife.org/NC.

Rejiggering fails to help A's

Susan Slusser, Chronicle Staff Writer
A new-look A's lineup took on an old Oakland pitcher Wednesday night at the Coliseum, and Chad Gaudin got the better end of the deal.

Once Gaudin left his first-ever start for the Yankees, the A's made a little headway, but they were outmanned overall in a 3-2 loss to New York, which took the series two games to one. 

Oakland starter Brett Anderson gave up a run in the first when, with one out, Mark Teixeira hit a bouncer to third that sent in Derek Jeter, with Adam Kennedy electing to go to first rather than chancing a throw home. 

"It would have been real close," A's manager Bob Geren said. "The ball was chopped and was in the air a long time, and he got the sure out." If Jeter's safe on a throw home, "there's a potential for a big inning."

Teixeira struck again in the fourth with a mammoth two-run shot into the second level of Mount Davis in left. His 31 homers are tied for the league lead.

Anderson said he let the first-pitch fastball catch too much of the plate, but he was more upset about the pitch on which Johnny Damon singled to start the inning; Anderson didn't get the ball inside enough.

Anderson allowed no more runs in his seven innings, another strong showing for the rookie lefthander, who is 4-2 with a 3.20 ERA in his past 10 starts. Damon repeated what he'd said after the last time the Yankees faced Anderson, that he has "the makings of a superstar."

Mark Ellis made his first appearance of the season hitting higher than fifth, in the third spot. Entering the night, Oakland's No. 3 hitters (most often Jack Cust) were batting a combined .217, the lowest mark in the majors. Ellis singled in a run in the seventh.

Cust, relegated to seventh lately, found some of his old pop. He walked in his first two plate appearances, then homered to left-center with two outs in the sixth. That ended a career- and team-high 23-game stretch without an RBI, and it also ended a 26-game, 80 at-bat homerless streak. Cust also singled in the eighth. 

"He's always been streaky," Geren said. "Hopefully, that will start him streaking the right way."

Oakland was working with a thin margin when it came to position players: The bench consisted essentially of Nomar Garciaparra. Both catchers were in the lineup (Suzuki as the designated hitter). Bobby Crosby (calf tightness) and Scott Hairston (quad) were available only in an emergency.

That meant that Geren had little choice but to have Ryan Sweeney hit in the seventh against Phil Coke with two on. Sweeney has driven in only six runs against left-handers this year, and he grounded out. Geren used Garciaparra as a pinch runner for catcher Landon Powell in the eighth.

"I didn't feel I had much of a choice there," Geren said of putting in Garciaparra.

Tommy Everidge bounced into a double play, erasing Garciaparra, and Cliff Pennington flied out against Phil Hughes.

With Powell out of the game, the A's lost the DH spot when Suzuki went behind the plate in the ninth. Oakland's thin bench might necessitate a move before Friday's game; assistant general manager David Forst said the team will consider that today. 

Gaudin gave up one hit and five walks, and he hit a man and struck out five in 41/3innings. He was happy to pitch well against his former club, but he wasn't overly pleased to come out of the game when he did.

"When it was explained it to me, I understood it," he said. "I was at 90 pitches - that was probably enough."

Kurt Suzuki got his first-ever start batting cleanup, and struck out with two men aboard in his first at-bat. In the fifth, he came to the plate with one out and the bases loaded and tapped a comebacker to reliever Alfredo Aceves to start a 1-2-3 double play. Suzuki then singled in the seventh. 

Briefly: Dallas Braden threw at a distance of 180 feet but still feels some pain in his infected left foot, so he's unlikely to throw off the mound soon. ... Brett Wallace, acquired in the Matt Holliday trade, had three hits, including two homers, and five RBIs for Triple-A Sacramento. The A's still do not plan to bring up the third baseman in September. 

A's leading off

Susan Slusser, San Francisco Chronicle
No E for Nomar: The error charged to first baseman Nomar Garciaparra in the fourth inning Tuesday was changed to a hit for Nick Swisher on Wednesday. "I've never seen someone dive, have it tip off his glove and heard it called an error before," Mark Ellis said.

Baseball draft fails on several levels

John Shea, San Francisco Chronicle
Walt Jocketty began working in baseball with Charlie Finley's A's, orchestrated Tony La Russa's Oakland-to- St. Louis transfer and now is the Reds' general manager. He has been around the game long enough to know what does and doesn't work.

For many reasons, the draft doesn't. Here's one of many examples:

On Monday, the deadline for draftees to sign, the Reds' top two picks were showcased at Great American Ball Park - pitchers Mike Leake and Brad Boxberger - both of whom waited until Monday to sign, both of whom (as a result) won't begin their pro careers until 2010.

Jocketty was thrilled to have the prospects aboard. On the other hand, he was seething because stalled negotiations prevented them from beginning their pro careers this summer. With minor-league seasons ending in two weeks, it's foolish to start a throwing program for pitchers whose college or high school seasons ended a month or two ago.

Similarly, the Giants' first pick, Zack Wheeler, a high school pitcher who signed Monday, won't appear in the minors until next year. Ditto for Stephen Strasburg, whose negotiations with the Nationals didn't get serious until the final hour.

"We're wasting a half-year of development," Jocketty said. "The deadline is at least two months after the draft. I'd like to see it sooner. Most GMs would. Make the deadline July 15. You should be able to get a deal done in 30 days."

Jocketty and other GMs are pushing for the deadline to be moved up, one of several issues ripe for discussion in the next collective bargaining agreement in 2011. They'll try to limit (even cap) the signing bonuses - a la the NBA and NFL - and the union might be forced by its membership to be on board.

After all, the outrageous bonuses teams pay nonunion amateurs could mean less money for unionized big-leaguers, who aren't necessarily excited that Strasburg got a $15.1 million deal. They want that money for themselves.

Homer costs Anderson, A's vs. Yanks

Oakland strands 10, unable to finish rally after two-run shot

By Adam Loberstein / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- Brett Anderson only made a couple of mistakes against a dangerous Yankees lineup Wednesday night. 

Unfortunately, that's all it took. 

The 21-year-old rookie threw seven impressive innings, but he surrendered a two-run home run to Mark Teixeira that proved to be the difference in a 3-2 loss to New York before a sellout crowd of 35,067 at the Oakland Coliseum. 

"He was trying to tie him up with one inside," manager Bob Geren said. "That's a huge part of his game. He just missed." 

"I don't really regret it," Anderson said. "The one I regret is the pitch right before it to [Johnny] Damon." 

Damon singled on a 1-2 fastball to open the fourth and set up Teixeira. 

The A's had their share of chances to get Anderson off the hook, but they went 1-for-9 with runners in scoring position, stranding 10. 

"I think we were a little overanxious with our scoring opportunities," Geren said. "We were swinging at pitches we don't usually swing at. We were trying too hard almost." 

Anderson, meanwhile, allowed three runs on six hits and struck out six. He's 4-2 with a 3.20 ERA in 64 2/3 innings over his past 10 starts. 

"It was a pretty good game overall," Anderson said. "You like throwing against teams like that. You've got to beat the best to be the best. Going against those name guys -- it's fun." 

The Yankees used small ball to take a 1-0 lead in the first. Derek Jeter hit a leadoff single and stole second. He took third when Damon grounded softly to first, then scored when Teixeira grounded out to Adam Kennedy at third. 

"It would have been real close," Geren said when asked if Kennedy could have gone home with the throw. "He got the sure out at first. ... If he had been safe there, with their lineup, that would have been potential for a big inning." 

The A's had a chance to follow suit in the bottom half, but couldn't come through. 

Kennedy and Rajai Davis walked to get things started. After Mark Ellis' forceout erased Davis, Oakland had runners on the corners with one out. Kurt Suzuki struck out, then Ryan Sweeney lined to right to end the threat. 

Oakland had an opportunity in the fifth. Cliff Pennington led off with a walk. After Kennedy lined out to left, Davis sent a grounder to Jeter at short. 

Jeter fielded the ball cleanly and threw to Robinson Cano looking to turn a double play. Cano dropped the ball, though, and both runners were safe. Ellis then drew a four-pitch walk to load the bases and chase Yankees starter Chad Gaudin. 

Alfredo Aceves came up big in relief, getting Suzuki to hit into a 1-2-3 double play to end the inning. 

Gaudin, who pitched parts of three seasons with the A's from 2006-08, allowed only one hit but walked five. Aceves got the win despite surrendering both Oakland runs on four hits in 2 1/3 innings. 

Jack Cust got the A's on the board with a solo shot to left-center in the sixth, snapping a career-high 23-game streak without driving in a run. 

Cust hadn't homered in a career-high 81 at-bats. 

"He's always been a streaky guy," Geren said of Cust, who was 2-for-2 with two walks. "Maybe this will start him up the hot way." 

Ellis brought Oakland within one with a two-out single in the seventh to score Davis, who had singled and stolen second. 

The A's had something brewing in the eighth against Phil Hughes. Landon Powell led things off with a walk, then Cust singled to right. Geren then lifted Powell for Nomar Garciaparra, pinch-running for the first time since 1997. 

"I didn't have much of a choice there, really," Geren said. "With Landon being the tying run on second, you have to." 

Oakland couldn't break through, though. Tommy Everidge followed by grounding into a 5-3 double play before Pennington flied to left to bring the inning to a close. 

Mariano Rivera threw a 1-2-3 ninth to earn his 36th save. 

Top of A's order up for Aaron Award

Kennedy, Davis, Suzuki considered for Oakland nomination

By Mychael Urban / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- Adam Kennedy, Rajai Davis and Kurt Suzuki, the 1-2-3 hitters in the A's lineup of late, have been named as Oakland's nominees for the 2009 Hank Aaron Award. 

The honor, presented by Sharp, is awarded annually to the best overall offensive performer in each league, with each club offering three names for consideration. This is the seventh consecutive year that fans will have a voice in selecting the winners. 

Acquired May 8 in a trade with the Rays to fill in while second baseman Mark Ellis was out with a calf injury, Kennedy has been a mainstay with the A's ever since. 

With Nomar Garciaparra frequently unavailable due to his own calf issues, and with third baseman Eric Chavez out for the season, Kennedy has taken over at the hot corner -- he'd never before played there in the bigs -- and has provided steady offensive production. Through Monday's game, he was batting .285 in 89 games and ranked second on the team with 14 steals and third with 46 RBIs. 

Kennedy also has two five-hit games this year, making him only the second Oakland player to accomplish the feat twice in the same season. 

Davis opened the season as a reserve outfielder and batted .146 through his first 26 games, but he's been on a tear since the trade of Matt Holliday to the Cardinals provided more playing time. 

Through Monday, he was batting .340 over his past 56 games, improving his average to a team-best .299. Davis also leads the club in on-base percentage (.368), triples (four) and stolen bases (25), and he'd driven in 21 runs in his past 30 games. 

Suzuki, one of the top young catchers in the game, leads the A's with 54 RBIs through Monday, and led American League catchers in doubles (25) and steals (five) while ranking second in runs (50) and third in hits (107). 

Fans can vote through Sept. 15 to determine the club's final nominee, and voting will be held Sept. 16-30 to select the winner in each league. The winners will be announced during the World Series. 

Last year's winners were Red Sox first baseman Kevin Youkilis and Cubs third baseman Aramis Ramirez. Originally introduced in 1999 to honor the 25th anniversary of Aaron breaking Babe Ruth's all-time home run record, the Hank Aaron Award was the first major award to be introduced in 30 years. 

Gonzalez looks to deliver in front of dad

Oakland (53-67) vs. Detroit (63-56), 7:05 p.m. PT

By Adam Loberstein / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- Gio Gonzalez said his father, Max, has been traveling to watch him pitch his whole life. 

Max saw Gio throw at Tampa Bay and New York earlier this season. He went to Kansas City, too, but his son's start got pushed back. No problem. Max headed to Baltimore to watch him pitch at Camden Yards instead. 

On Friday, though, father will see son pitch in Oakland for the first time. 

The elder Gonzalez, who had never visited the West Coast, will be in the stands to see his son take the hill in the series opener against the Tigers. 

"He's good luck," Gonzalez said of his father. "It'll be nice to have him here." 

Maybe Max can help turn the rookie's luck back around. 

The 23-year-old Gonzalez allowed six runs (five earned) in five innings against the White Sox on Saturday. He was 3-0 with a 1.46 ERA in his previous four starts. 

Gonzalez, who surrendered a season-high six walks against Chicago, said his confidence remains high. 

"It wasn't like I was missing by a mile," Gonzalez said following the start. "I was missing by a hair. It was one of those days. You can't do anything about it." 

Pitching matchup
OAK: LHP Gio Gonzalez (4-3, 5.88 ERA)
Gonzalez issued six walks -- three of which went on to score -- in an 8-1 A's loss to the White Sox on Saturday. "Six walks -- you can't hide that," Gonzalez said. He'll look to bounce back against a Tigers lineup that scored three runs on seven hits in five innings against him on June 30. 

DET: RHP Edwin Jackson (9-5, 2.85 ERA)
Jackson continues to struggle with consistency on his slider and other secondary pitches -- a trend that began at the end of July -- but he's starting to find ways to get results with what manager Jim Leyland calls his "pitchability." His six innings with three runs allowed on Saturday against Kansas City earned him just his second win in his past six starts. He's 1-1 with a 3.38 ERA in two career starts against the A's, including a start on May 15 in which he threw seven innings of one-run ball for an easy win at Comerica Park. He's never pitched in Oakland. 

Tidbits
Asked if he expected Justin Duchscherer back at all this season, manager Bob Geren just repeated that it's a non-baseball related issue. "I don't have any comment past that," Geren said. ... Rajai Davis has 25 steals this season. The last Oakland player to record more than 25 steals was Johnny Damon (27) in 2001. ... Sent down to Triple-A Sacramento on Monday, Aaron Cunningham went 4-for-4 with two doubles, a home run, a stolen base, two RBIs and three runs scored in his first game back with the River Cats on Tuesday. ... Matt Spencer is batting .459 over his 15-game hitting streak with Double-A Midland. 

Tickets
Buy tickets now INCLUDEPICTURE "http://oakland.athletics.mlb.com/images/schedule/icon_ticket.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


  to catch the game in person. 

On the Internet
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 MLB.TV
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 Gameday Audio
•  Gameday
•  Official game notes 

On television
• CSNCA-HD 

On radio
• KTRB 860, KDIA 1640 (Español) 

Up next 
• Saturday: Athletics (Trevor Cahill, 6-12, 4.97) vs. Tigers (Armando Galarraga, 6-10, 5.16), 6:05 p.m. PT [image: image5.png]
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• Monday: Athletics (Vin Mazzaro, 4-8, 5.31) at Mariners (TBD), 7:10 p.m. PT 



• Sunday: Athletics (Brett Tomko, 2-2, 4.21) vs. Tigers (TBD), 1:05 p.m. PT 
Hot-hitting Ellis up to No. 3 in A's lineup

AL Player of the Week went from eighth to sixth Monday

By Adam Loberstein / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- The way Mark Ellis had been swinging, manager Bob Geren had no choice but to move him up in the order. 

So Geren slid Ellis, the reigning American League Player of the Week, up from eighth to the No. 6 spot on Monday. 

That lasted all of two games. 

Ellis is moving again. He was in the lineup batting third for Wednesday's rubber match against the Yankees. 

"He's been swinging the bat as good as anybody," Geren said. 

Ellis has 20 RBIs in August through Tuesday's game, tied with Minnesota's Joe Mauer for the Major League lead. His 12 doubles since the All-Star break rank fifth in the AL. 

The slick-fielding second baseman has hit safely in 18 of his past 20 games, batting .383 (31-for-81) over that stretch. 

Kurt Suzuki, who had hit third in each of the past six games, moved into the cleanup position. He's now hit everywhere in the lineup this season. 

"They [Suzuki and Ellis] were both actually pretty excited about it," Geren said. 

Suzuki paces the A's with 55 RBIs, leading AL catchers in doubles (28) and steals (five). 

Scott Hairston, who had been hitting fourth, got the day off. He's batting .340 with 12 RBIs in his past 13 games, but he could be feeling the effects of a left quad injury that caused him to miss time in late July. 

The quad has been taped heavily following games this homestand. 

"He needs a day," Geren said. 

Yanks' Gaudin enjoys relief

OAKLAND – Mark Teixeira hit a two-run homer, Alfredo Aceves earned his majors-leading eighth win as a reliever, and the New York Yankees ended a stretch of 33 games in 34 days with a 3-2 victory over the A's on Wednesday night.

Teixeira sent the first pitch from A's rookie Brett Anderson (7-9) into the elevated left-field bleachers in the fourth following Johnny Damon's leadoff single. Teixeira also had a run-scoring groundout in the first to put the Yanks up early.

Anderson had won his last two decisions. 

Chad Gaudin pitched 4 1/3 scoreless, one-hit innings against his former club in his first Yankees start, striking out five and walking five.

Gaudin loaded the bases in the fifth inning on a walk to Mark Ellis, then Aceves (8-1) relieved and got Kurt Suzuki to ground into a 1-2-3 double play that got Cliff Pennington out at home.

Aceves allowed Jack Cust's two-out, solo homer in the sixth and a run-scoring single to Mark Ellis in the seventh.

The A's squandered another chance in the eighth. With Landon Powell and Cust aboard, Tommy Everidge grounded into a double play and Pennington flied out.

"I think we got a little over- anxious at times," A's manager Bob Geren said. "When we had scoring opportunities, I think we had a little over-effort almost. We chased a couple of pitches that we don't normally do."

Cust's 17th homer ended a career-worst 23-game streak without a run batted in for Cust, who last had one July 23 against the Yankees.

Cust also had a 26-game, 80 at-bat homerless streak since connecting July 20 against Minnesota.

Gaudin, acquired Aug. 6 by the Yankees from San Diego, spent parts of three seasons with the A's before being traded to the Cubs last July.

A'S NOTES

The A's will hand out Jason Giambi bobblehead dolls Friday when they host Detroit, despite the fact he was released Aug. 7. Giambi had returned to the A's for a second stint this season after seven with the Yankees.

• The A's are 2-4 against Detroit this season. In May, they lost the first three in Detroit by a combined score of 34-9. The A's won two of three at home (June 29-July 1).

