Offense comes early, often in Indians' win

Runs prove to be more than Talbot needed in strong start

By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com

MINNEAPOLIS -- The slump is over.

Well, maybe.

Although it might be a bit premature to make any declarations about the state of the Indians' offense after an easy 8-1 win over the Twins on Thursday in the series finale at Target Field, it was not speaking out of turn to say the Tribe needed a game like this.

Two losses to the Twins in the first two games of the series had the Indians' bats looking like 27 outs just waiting to happen. But on this day, those same bats that had compiled the lowest batting average, slugging percentage and on-base percentage in the league broke out, backing up a strong start by Mitch Talbot and scoring as many runs off Scott Baker as the Tribe scored in five games against him last year.

"It's good to have a game like today," shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera said. "If we play together, play good defense, pitch and hit, we're going to win a lot of games."

The Indians did all of the above in this win.

Talbot wasn't as dominant as he was in a complete-game victory over the White Sox last week, but he did keep the Twins in check while getting tremendous support from a defense that turned three double plays behind him.

And then there was the run support, something virtually unheard of in the first two games of the series. Talbot got it in a hurry, when Cabrera and Grady Sizemore ripped consecutive ground-rule doubles off Baker in the first to bring home the game's first run.

"That makes my job a lot easier," Talbot said. "There's a lot less stress."

Talbot received further relief from an unlikely source in the fourth. With one on and two out, Andy Marte hammered a 2-2 offering from Baker into the left-field bleachers to make it 3-0.

Maybe when the Indians pulled the trigger on the 2006 Coco Crisp trade, they envisioned Marte as their starting third baseman, not a backup filling in for Jhonny Peralta. And maybe they envisioned Kelly Shoppach behind the plate, not Talbot, the guy acquired for Shoppach in a trade with the Rays, on the mound.

Whatever the intentions, it worked out on this day.

"It feels great," Marte said. "I don't play that much right now, but I come early to get my extra work in and to be ready when they need me."

Manager Manny Acta called upon Marte for the day and looked like a genius because of it, as noted by third-base coach Steve Smith, who ducked his head into Acta's office during the manager's postgame interview and said, "Nice job with Marte!"

In the bottom of the inning, however, Marte didn't help Talbot's cause when he dropped an easy foul popup off the bat of Orlando Hudson. It would have been the second out of the inning. Instead, Talbot walked Hudson, then balked him over to second. Hudson went on to score on a Justin Morneau double with two outs, so the run, which made it 3-1, was unearned.

"I just got too comfortable," Marte said. "No excuse. I've got to make that play."

But Talbot had no excuse for the walk, either. And it was the walk that bothered Acta more than the error.

That said, little else in Talbot's six innings of work bothered him.

"I think after he got the first start in Detroit out of the way, he now knows he's not in a tryout," Acta said. "He belongs here and in our rotation, and he looks more comfortable."

Talbot agreed.

"My first callup with Tampa Bay was not the greatest, and my first game in Detroit I was walking guys and not throwing strikes," he said. "To get that complete game was a confidence-builder. Now I know I can pitch in the big leagues. I always believed, and now I know."

The offensive and defensive backing helped Talbot get comfortable in this outing.

With two on and one out in the sixth, Russell Branyan, making his second start after his activation from the disabled list, doubled off the right-field wall to score a run, and Marte hit a bloop single to right to score another. After Marte was eliminated on the basepaths on a hit-and-run gone wrong, Luis Valbuena hit a ground-rule double to right to score Branyan and make it 6-0.

More runs came off the Twins' bullpen in the seventh, as did a sensational play by Cabrera. He made a diving stop of a ball scorched by Michael Cuddyer to start an inning-ending, 6-4-3 double play for reliever Rafael Perez.

Acta was as pleased with the defense as he was the offense.

"That was one of the things the kids worked really hard on in Spring Training," he said. "But in order to do that, you need guys to pound the strike zone. That's something the Twins do and something we're trying to accomplish here -- throwing strikes and catching the ball."

Mix in 11 hits, as the Indians did on this day, and you have a win to feel pretty good about.

Anthony Castrovince is a reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval o

Tribe looking to keep offensive momentum

Offense comes early, often in Indians' win »      Suzuki's early homer holds up for A's »

By Jonathan Mayo / MLB.com

Could the Indians' eight-run outburst on Thursday in Minnesota be a sign of things to come? They certainly hope so as they continue their road trip with a six-game swing out West, beginning with three in Oakland against the A's.

The 8-1 victory snapped a five-game losing streak for the young Cleveland club. As important as closing to within a game of .500, is the fact the offense showed signs of life for the first time in a long time. With 11 hits, including a season-high seven for extra-bases, it moved the Indians out of the cellar of the American League (and the Major Leagues) in batting average to .222. One game does not a breakout make, but manager Manny Acta's steady hand and willingness to not press the panic button might be paying dividends.

"Patience plus self-control leads to success," Acta said. "You have to be patient, because you know things will balance out. Grady Sizemore won't hit .220 [for the season], Travis Hafner won't hit what he's hitting, six guys won't be hitting a buck-eighty. You have to be patient. It's part of coaching, especially when you're dealing with young people."

Sizemore and Hafner each drove in a run in the finale against the Twins and the recently returned Russell Branyan drove in a pair. They'll need all the offensive firepower they can muster as they prepare to face the top pitching staff in the AL. The A's staff owned a 3.16 ERA heading into the finale against the Yankees. Game 1 starter Justin Duchscherer has put a rough opening start in the rearview mirror with back-to-back outings in which he allowed no runs, a stretch covering 13 innings. He's still building up his arm strength following a truncated spring for the right-hander.

Pitching-wise, the Indians probably feel they can match up with anyone. Friday's starter, Jake Westbrook, hasn't picked up a win in three starts, but was very sharp against the White Sox in his last start. The Indians' rotation now has a 3.40 ERA in 15 games.

Indians: Wood return means someone must go

With Kerry Wood coming back soon, the current members of the bullpen would be wise to curry favor with the higher-ups. One guy potentially on the fence is left-hander Tony Sipp, so his 1-2-3 outing against the Twins on Wednesday was a necessary one. Sipp is carrying a 5.40 ERA and four walks allowed after five innings of work over seven appearances, and he had a rough spring camp, too.

"I base my performance off feel and how I execute," Sipp said. "The rest I can't control. But it's definitely good to go out and not walk anybody. That's the main thing. If you walk people, nothing good can happen."

A's: So much for lineup consistency

On Tuesday, Oakland used its Opening Day lineup for the sixth time this season. That may not sound like much, but it's the first time the A's had used the same lineup more than five times in a season since 2006.

That consistency came to an end when Travis Buck was placed on the 15-day disabled list on Thursday. The outfield may look a little like musical chairs in Buck's absence. Matt Carson was called up to replace Buck and he should see time against left-handed pitchers, like he did vs. CC Sabathia on Thursday afternoon. The A's will face right-handers against the Indians this weekend, so that means Eric Patterson and Gabe Gross should share some time.

"I like that I can rely on both those guys for pretty much anywhere in the outfield," A's manager Bob Geren said. "We can be flexible pretty everywhere."

Worth noting

Hafner has now reached safely in all 14 games he's played. ... The 8-1 victory helped close the Indians' run differential to 61-54. ... A's reliever Jerry Blevins is questionable after getting "day-to-day" status with lower back spasms.

Acta preaches patience for young team

Manager more frustrated by slow drivers than slow start

By Anthony Castrovince / MLB.com

MINNEAPOLIS -- The ineffectiveness of the Indians' offense hasn't frustrated manager Manny Acta.

Nothing in baseball frustrates him, in fact.

"Baseball disappoints me; it doesn't frustrate me," Acta said Thursday. "Violent people, negative people, sarcastic people, slow drivers in the left lane and disrespectful people frustrate me. Not baseball."

The Indians have given Acta plenty to be frustrated about, if he were so inclined. They entered the series finale against the Twins with the worst batting average (.215), slugging percentage (.334) and on-base percentage (.300) in the American League.

But Acta has expressed nothing but patience and belief in the bats.

"Patience plus self-control leads to success," Acta said. "You have to be patient, because you know things will balance out. Grady Sizemore won't hit .220 [for the season], Travis Hafner won't hit what he's hitting, six guys won't be hitting a buck-eighty. You have to be patient. It's part of coaching, especially when you're dealing with young people."

Not long after Acta uttered those words, the Indians rewarded his patience with a strong showing against Twins right-hander Scott Baker.

Concern raised about fouls at Target Field

MINNEAPOLIS -- Manny Acta, like just about everybody who has passed through the gates of Target Field, has basked in the beauty of the Twins' new home.

But Acta did offer one critique of the new digs. He is quite a bit concerned about the proximity of home plate to the on-deck circle and the dugouts.

"It's very close and could be dangerous," Acta said.

Noting that he's "not an architect," Acta declined to share his thoughts on how to fix the issue. But he said he fears a potential situation similar to what happened to Cardinals outfielder Juan Encarnacion in 2007. Encarnacion was struck in the eye by a foul ball, prematurely ending his career.

Acta said even those in the dugout are in danger.

"I'm so close to my catcher, I feel like I can just yell out, 'Pitch out!' or 'Throw over!'" he said.

Day off for Peralta was scheduled

MINNEAPOLIS -- Jhonny Peralta was not in the Tribe's lineup Thursday. But that wasn't another message-sending tactic on the part of manager Manny Acta, who had dropped Peralta to the No. 7 spot of the lineup Wednesday.

If anything, Acta was encouraged by what he saw from Peralta on Wednesday, when the third baseman went 2-for-3 with a walk in the 6-0 loss to the Twins.

"We had a talk before the game about getting a better foundation underneath with this legs, using his legs a little more," Acta said. "He took some breaking balls [from Francisco Liriano] that a couple days ago he would have gone headfirst over. He laid off some decent breaking balls."

Peralta's day off Thursday was considered a normal one for the day game after the night game, as Acta wanted to give Andy Marte a chance to get some at-bats. Acta was rewarded when Marte cranked out a two-run homer off Scott Baker in the fourth. Peralta, meanwhile, is batting just .140 with a .552 OPS for the season.

Worth noting

Thursday's start in left field was Matt LaPorta's first outfield appearance of the season. ... The Indians entered Thursday having lost 21 of their previous 23 road games, dating back to Aug. 30, 2009. The Tribe lost a club-record 16 straight road games from Aug. 30, 2009, through April 5 of this year. ... The Indians will hold Faith and Family Day at Progressive Field on May 8. Players such as Jake Westbrook, Justin Masterson and LaPorta will give postgame testimonials, and Christian recording group Newsboys will perform. All church groups and families can get 50 percent off tickets for the game against the Tigers. For information, visit indians.com/faithday. ... For more Indians news and notes, visit the CastroTurf blog at http://castrovince.mlblogs.com.

Castro blog
"A uniform used to mean something"

By Anthony Castrovince/MLB.com

Minneapolis is Target Town. The Indians are wrapping up their first series at Target Field today. Right next door is the Target Center, home of the Timberwolves (only because Targetwolves don't exist). And a few blocks away, on Nicollet Mall, is the headquarters of Target Corporation, as well as a Target store roughly the size of the Empire State Building.

I'm a Target fan. My fiancee and I even registered there (she picked out kitchen accessories, I picked out peanut butter and angel hair). But I do think the store is off-target in at least one area, and that's employee apparel.

Target employees are all instructed to wear red, but they are not supplied with a uniform. So while the guy who helps you pick out a lawnmower might be wearing terra cotta, the guy at the electronics counter is in rosso corsa. And the woman ringing you up at the register is in coquelicot.

Target employees are referred to as "team members." But on what legitimate team are the uniforms this disjointed? As a guy who donned a Wal-Mart smock in high school, I'm a little insulted by the inconsistency.

Other than that, love Target. And Target Field, in particular. The Indians are going from three games here to three games in Oakland Coliseum, which is a lot more like Dollar General.

EXCRUCIATING MINUTIAE OF THE DAY...

    * How do you explain David Huff going from throwing nearly 70 percent of his pitches for strikes in a complete-game gem against the Rangers last week to walking a career-high six batters in his loss to the Twins last night? Easy. You remember that he's 25 years old. "This is something we have to deal with as a young team," Manny Acta said. "Throughout the year, they're going to be making progress."

    * I mentioned this on the STO pregame show yesterday, but what I like about Huff is the genuine anger he shows after a loss like that one last night. His competitive fire (not to mention his ability to attack both sides of the plate with a fastball low on velocity but high on deception, when he's on his game) reminds me a lot of Cliff Lee. They both know they have the talent to win at this level, and they both get fired up when they don't. In our postgame dealings with pitchers, you don't see that quite as often as you might expect.

    * This is a normal day off for Jhonny Peralta, Acta said. If anything, Acta was encouraged by what he saw from Peralta last night, when he notched two singles and drew a walk. Acta said Peralta laid off some tough breaking pitches from Francisco Liriano and took well to a talk about using his lower half more.

    * There are no shortage of struggling hitters to pick on in this Indians' lineup, but Acta hasn't said a bad word about any of them. "Patience plus self-control leads to success," he said.

    * The above was part of a larger discussion about the two words that fall outside Acta's vocabulary -- "frustrated" and "lucky." He says he will never use them to describe his feelings or the fortunes of his team. When it comes to the former, Acta said he has a "great job," and while baseball might disappoint him at times, it never frustrates him. The same, he said, goes with golf. "If I slice the ball, I laugh," he said. "It makes me drive over and have another beer. I have a buddy who throws clubs and drops F bombs. Then after 18 holes, he says, 'What time we playing tomorrow?'"

    * The Indians have lost 21 of their last 23 road games, dating back to last Aug. 30.

    * With Kerry Wood coming back soon, the current members of the bullpen would be wise to curry favor with the higher-ups. One guy potentially on the fence is left-hander Tony Sipp, so his 1-2-3 outing against the Twins last night was a necessary one. Sipp is carrying a 5.40 ERA and four walks allowed after five innings of work over seven appearances, and he had a rough spring camp, too. "I base my performance off feel and how I execute," Sipp said. "The rest I can't control. But it's definitely good to go out and not walk anybody. That's the main thing. If you walk people, nothing good can happen."

    * All the balls used at Target Field this season have a logo commemorating the ballpark's debut. A commemorative logo for the Metrodome's last season was also on all balls used in 2009. But whereas that ball was only used in-game, this ball is used in batting practice, as well. That's a nice souvenir for anybody who snags a BP homer.

    * My favorite Tribe farmhand, outfielder Jose "Can't Stand Ya" Constanza is off to a sizzling start at Triple-A Columbus. He's batting .444 (16-for-36) with three doubles, two triples, a homer, six RBIs two stolen bases and a 1.182 OPS.

    * Hector Rondon, on the other hand, is struggling down there. He's 0-1 with a 10.66 ERA and a 2.29 WHIP in three starts.

    * Down at Double-A Akron, second baseman Cord Phelps (.422 average, 1.069 OPS) and outfielder Nick "The Canuck With Pluck" Weglarz (.314 average, 1.112) have been locked in. Phelps (whose first name on his birth certificate is the decidedly less cool "Robert") was a third-round pick in the 2008 Draft.

    * Chris Perez asked me, "What's this movie you're always writing about?" He said he's going to make it a point to check out "The Room." This thing is growing.

    * This being our last day in the Twin Cities, my Pandora Radio selection for the composition of this blog entry was Minnesota native Robert Zimmerman. Although, Tom Waits' "Christmas Card From a Hooker in Minneapolis" would have been equally appropriate. 

    * Not making the trip to Oakland, but I'll catch back up with you from Anaheim on Monday.

~AC

Talbot helps Indians top Twins 8-1

By DAVE CAMPBELL, AP Sports Writer 14 hours, 21 minutes ago

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)—The Cleveland Indians needed a game like this, with their lagging offense finally keeping up with the pitching and defense.

Mitch Talbot set the bar high, and Andy Marte and his teammates were up to the task.

Minnesota Twins closer Jon Rauch pitches duriing the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Cleveland Indians, Thursday, April 22, 2010, in Minneapolis. The Indians won 8-1.

Talbot turned in another strong start, Marte homered and drove in three runs and the Indians finally got some hits in an 8-1 victory over the Minnesota Twins on Thursday.

Cleveland came into the game last in the league in batting average and slugging percentage, raising those marks to .222 and .351 after hitting six doubles—five off Minnesota starter Scott Baker—and matching a season high with eight runs.

“I know that at the end of the season that the runs are going to be there and that our offense is going to be there,” manager Manny Acta said, adding: “I just want to see quality at-bats from all the guys, and it’ll happen because you just can’t have that many guys for the whole year struggle.”

Talbot (2-1) followed his first major league win, a complete game last weekend against the Chicago White Sox, with six impressive innings. He held the Twins to two hits and no earned runs to keep them from sweeping the three-game series. He walked three and struck out three with help from an effective changeup.

The Indians turned four double plays, highlighted by shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera’s diving stop of a sharp grounder by Michael Cuddyer to turn two and end the seventh inning. Marte hit a two-run homer to left in the fourth inning and a sinking RBI single to center during a three-run sixth.

“When you get runs and you get ahead, it makes your job a lot easier—a lot less stress,” said Talbot, who spent last season in the minors, hindered by a sprained right elbow.

This was only his fourth major league start.

“He knows he’s not on a tryout basis here and that he belongs up here and belongs in our rotation,” Acta said. “He looks more comfortable out there.”

The Indians were happy to leave with a 7-8 record with all their problems at the plate—especially Marte, who was 1 for 8 entering the game but played in place of sputtering third baseman Jhonny Peralta.

“We’ve not been scoring a lot of runs,” Marte said. “That feels good, you know?”

Russell Branyan doubled and drove in two runs, and Luis Valbuena also hit an RBI double.

Baker (2-2) gave up 10 hits, the first such time since exactly a year ago in a game at Boston against the Red Sox. He was hurt by some well-placed hits, starting with back-to-back ground-rule doubles—one down each line—by Cabrera and Grady Sizemore to start the game. Baker allowed six runs before his day was done, allowing five straight one-out hits in the sixth while a two-run Indians lead grew to 5-1.

“I think it was probably one of the best worst outings I’ve had in awhile,” Baker said, adding: “If there was a hole out there, they found it.”

Marte, who hits fastballs well, called Baker’s down-the-middle offering with two outs and a 2-2 count in the fourth a mistake. Baker? He said he thought he threw a good pitch.

The Twins have won all five series this year, though they had only four extra-base hits while taking two of three games from the Indians and finishing 6-3 on their first homestand at Target Field.

“We’re not exactly killing it right now, but we’ve been catching the ball and throwing it over to this point,” manager Ron Gardenhire said. “We have a good offense. We’ll be fine.”

The weather was a winner, too, with nary a delay or postponement and mostly sunny skies at the open-air ballpark. The Twins won’t play here again until May 3.

“We’ve had some wonderful days,” Baker said.

NOTES: Twins 3B Nick Punto missed his sixth straight game because of a sore groin muscle. … Marte cost Talbot his only run, dropping a foul popup hit by Orlando Hudson, who then walked, moved up on a balk and later scored. “He just hit a two-run homer. Why get mad at him for letting one in, you know?” Acta said. … Twins rookie Drew Butera started for Joe Mauer for only the second time in 16 games, throwing out Marte trying to steal in the sixth and getting a single in the third for his first major league hit. He’s the son of former Twins catcher Sal Butera, to whom he said he’ll give the ball as a memento: “For all the years that he’s thrown me BP and hit me fungoes, I think that’s the right thing to do.”

Manager practicing patience as pitchers and hitters struggle

MINNEAPOLIS: Almost no offense, an erratic bullpen and an abundance of walks by the starters do not have manager Manny Acta hacking away at his desk with a bat.

''I don't get frustrated by baseball,'' he said Thursday. ''It's a great job. I might get disappointed with baseball but not frustrated. What frustrates me are violent people, negative, sarcastic and disrespectful people. Also slow drivers in the left lane.''

Even golf, one of the more frustrating sports known to man, fails to frustrate Acta.

''I don't throw clubs or swear when I play,'' he said. ''But I have a buddy who does. He'll start talking about, 'Why do I bother to play this [bleeping] game?' Then when we get to the 18th hole, he says, 'What time we playing tomorrow?' ''

Patience pays dividends.

''Patience plus self-control leads to success,'' Acta said. ''Me not being patient is not going to fix anything.''

KEY CHANGE-(UP) - Mitch Talbot is reputed to have an above-average change-up, but he pitched Thursday, he hadn't used it much.

''When I warmed up in Detroit [for his first start of the season], I expected it to have a lot more depth,'' he said. ''When it didn't, I didn't really use it. I finally went to it more in this game. I had a better feel for it. It's still not where I want it to be, but it's coming along.''

ROADAPHOBIA - Thursday's win was just the third in the past 24 road games, dating to last year.

From Aug. 30, 2009, to April 5 of this year, the Tribe lost a franchise-record 16 consecutive games away from home. The Indians are 3-6 on the road this season, the win over the Twins snapping a five-game road losing streak.

FARM FACTS - Jeanmar Gomez (1-1, 4.86 ERA) pitched 52/3 innings, giving up one run, six hits and one walk and striking out seven, as Columbus defeated Indianapolis 6-1 in Class AAA. . . . Austin Adams gave up two runs (one earned) in four innings, as Lake County beat Great Lakes 6-5 in Class A. Kyle Smith had two hits and one RBI.

- Sheldon Ocker
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Carmona gets hand in turning around

Catcher Redmond helps pitcher stay in moment

By Sheldon Ocker

MINNEAPOLIS: So far, so good. The transformation of Fausto Carmona from underachiever in 2008 and 2009 to his present incarnation seems to be real. But will it stick?

Undoubtedly, many people are responsible for turning around Carmona's career, most of all Carmona himself. But Mike Redmond has been getting a significant share of the credit, which probably is well deserved.

The Indians signed the 38-year-old catcher in part to make Carmona stay in the moment and keep his emotions from boiling over.

In the past two seasons, Carmona often would implode if he put a couple of runners on base or someone committed a defensive lapse behind him.

''One of the things that I keep reminding Fausto is that no matter what happens, he has the ability to throw one pitch and get out of the inning [with a double play],'' Redmond said. ''If he stays in the [strike] zone and keeps his emotions in check, he's going to get out of those situations. Of course, you can say that stuff a million times, but he has to see the results himself.''

Redmond took note of Carmona's successes and failures when he was the backup catcher with the Twins.

''I think I faced him every time he pitched against Minnesota last year,'' Redmond said. ''You could see the things he was doing, not that it did me much good when I came to the plate.

''But at times, I would see him lose his aggressiveness. He would throw too many breaking balls. That's doing the hitter a favor.''

Carmona possesses a lethal sinker that he usually uses at least 75 percent of the time.

''Maybe now I'm calling the game the way I thought he should be pitching when I was with the Twins,'' Redmond said.

It's vital for Carmona to pitch effectively not only for his own sake but because three-fifths of the Indians' rotation is woefully thin on experience.

''It's very important because you don't want to put too much pressure on the back end of the rotation, guys like David Huff and Mitch Talbot, who are young pitchers,'' said manager Manny Acta, who might have added Justin Masterson, as well. ''We want Fausto and Jake [Westbrook] to be consistent for us.''
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Hitting spree doubles fun for Tribe

By Sheldon Ocker

MINNEAPOLIS: Nothing like six doubles to brighten the Indians' day.

Maybe it's a coincidence, but all of those extra-base hits appeared to have an impact on the number of runs the team scored.

More analysis on that later, but one thing is certain: The Tribe kept the Minnesota Twins from sweeping the three-game set at Target Field by winning 8-1 Thursday afternoon.

The half-dozen doubles is as many as the Indians amassed in their previous four games, and their eight runs in the series finale equaled their total for the previous three games.

It's no secret that the Tribe has been mired in a deep slump that has nullified the mostly professional pitching turned in by the rotation. Yet the starters have been largely responsible for the club's inflated walk total, the other self-destructive tendency that has plagued the team lately.

Mitch Talbot put a stop to that Thursday, issuing three walks in six innings. That figure is not ideal, but there were mitigating circumstances that led to his second walk and the Twins' run, which was unearned.

In the fourth inning, Orlando Hudson lifted a routine pop fly into foul territory along the third-base line. Andy Marte camped under the ball, which landed in his glove then bounced out for an error.

''No excuses,'' Marte said. ''I have to make that play.''

Hudson, given life at the plate, looked at ball four on the next pitch and scored on Justin Morneau's two-out double.

If that means that Talbot was better than his numbers, so be it.

''Mitch did a good job and gave us a chance,'' Indians manager Manny Acta said. ''He threw the ball over the plate.''

Talbot (2-1, 2.25 ERA) allowed only two hits. The outing followed his first major-league complete game, a 6-2 win over the Chicago White Sox in Cleveland April 16, when he gave up one earned run, six hits and didn't walk a batter.

Despite making only four starts - one for the Tampa Bay Rays last year, three for the Tribe - it hasn't taken long for Talbot to adjust to being a major-league starter.

''That first one in Tampa Bay wasn't too good,'' he said. ''Then in Detroit, I didn't throw strikes, and I started wondering, 'What is going on?' So the complete game was huge for my confidence. I always thought I could pitch in the big leagues, now I know I can.''

Acta believes the difference has to do with Talbot's comfort level.

''I think after his first start, he realized this is not a tryout,'' Acta said. ''He knows he's in the rotation and feels comfortable. He has a repertoire: a good change-up, fastball, sinker and cutter. Those last two pitches allow him to move the ball around to both sides of the plate.''

Talbot was assisted by three double plays, and the Indians' turned in four for the game. Shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera started three of the four, and made an exceptional grab to his right of Michael Cuddyer's ground ball in the seventh to ignite the last one.

''How about that?'' Talbot said of the defense. ''Turning those double plays is what kept me going. With me being a ground ball pitcher, Asdrubal being over there is huge.''

Cabrera said he prefers Target Field's grass infield to the artificial surface of the Metrodome, the Twins' former home.

''This field is really good,'' he said. ''The infield was too quick in the Metrodome.''

Cabrera rang up two of the Tribe's doubles, one in the first inning, when he scored on Grady Sizemore's double. The second came in the seventh, when he scored on Travis Hafner's sacrifice fly.

Luis Valbuena also had two doubles, driving in a run with one of them. Russell Branyan also doubled and drove in his first two runs of the season.

''We had better at-bats today, and got a few hits with men on base,'' Acta said. ''That always helps.''

Marte produced the single biggest hit of the day, a two-run homer in the third inning off Twins starter Scott Baker. Marte also had an RBI bloop single in the sixth. Coming into the game, he was 3-for-10 off Baker (2-2, 4.81 ERA) with two home runs.

''He threw a me a fastball,'' Marte said. ''He made a mistake; it was right down the middle, and I got a good swing at it.''

It was one of many by the Indians, but does that mean the skid is over?

''I know at the end of the season, the runs are going to be there, the offense is going to be there,'' Acta said. ''You're not going to go a whole year with this many guys in a slump.''
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Cleveland Indians get a lift from an expected source (Asdrubal Cabrera) and unexpected (Andy Marte, Mitch Talbot) in topping Twins

By Paul Hoynes, The Plain Dealer

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. -- The first two games at the Twins' new playground did not go well for Asdrubal Cabrera and the Indians' starting pitchers. Things went much better Thursday afternoon at Target Field.

Cabrera used his jumper cables to re-ignite the offense by doubling and scoring only the team's second run in 25 innings and Mitch Talbot pitched six effective innings in a 8-1 victory that prevented manager Manny Acta's ballclub from getting swept by the AL Central leaders.

In Tuesday's 5-1 loss, Cabrera let a ball go through his legs at shortstop for an error that set up the Twins' four-run third inning. In Wednesday's 6-0 loss, he came to the plate in the fifth inning with the bases loaded and Twins leading, 3-0. He sent the first pitch he saw to third base to start a 5-4-3 double play.

"That's baseball," said Cabrera.

The other side of the baseball coin had Cabrera going 2-for-4 with two doubles and two runs on Thursday. Not to mention triggering three of the Indians' four double plays. The fourth came in the seventh inning as Cabrera made a diving stop in the hole against Michael Cuddyer, rose to his knees and fired to second, where Luis Valbuena made a quicksilver turn and throw to first.

"To have a guy like that, with that glove, playing behind you is a huge relief," said Talbot. "Especially for me, a ground-ball pitcher. He's just huge for us."

Justin Masterson and David Huff combined to walk 11 and allow six earned runs in the first two games of the series. Talbot walked three, but held the Twins to one unearned run on two hits in six innings. He threw 99 pitches, 58 percent (57-for-99) of which were strikes. His 11 ground-ball outs counteracted the walks.

Sometimes throwing strikes is not all it's cracked up to be. Twins ace Scott Baker, 4-0 with a 1.57 ERA in six starts against the Indians last year, threw 75 percent (69-for-92) of his pitches for strikes Thursday and was driven from the mound in 5 2/3 innings. The Indians played patty cake with Baker (2-2, 4.81), rolling him for six runs on 10 hits. The six runs were as many as they scored against him in 34 1/3 innings last year.

"Baker still threw the ball good," said Acta. "He's a command guy, just like almost every one of their guys. We just had good at-bats. This is the big leagues and on any given day guys can have a good day or a bad day."

Cabrera opened the game with a ground-rule double off the right-field foul line. Grady Sizemore scored him for a 1-0 lead with a ground-rule double off the left-field line. It was only the Indians' second run since they scored four against Chicago in the second inning Sunday at Progressive Field.

"We needed a lead," said Acta.

Talbot (2-1, 2.25) allowed the Indians time to build the lead. He slowed the Twins with the help of a change-up that the Indians hadn't seen since spring training and double plays in the second, third and fifth innings.

The Indians made it 3-0 on Andy Marte's two-run homer in the fourth. Acta started Marte at third in place of struggling Jhonny Peralta for two reasons -- Peralta needed a rest and Marte has good numbers against Baker. The homer was Marte's third against Baker.

"He throws a lot of fastballs and I'm a fastball hitter," said Marte.

The Indians put Baker and the Twins away with three runs in the sixth and two more in the seventh. They had five straight hits in the sixth as Russell Branyan, Marte and Valbuena drove in runs. Hafner had a sacrifice fly in the seventh and Branyan added an RBI grounder.

Six of the Tribe's 11 hits were doubles, two each by Cabrera and Valbuena.

Acta enjoyed Thursday's victory, but he knows that one good offensive day does not change the fact that six of his nine starters entered the game hitting .234 or less.

"Every day you're going to be facing a guy who can put you right back into a slump," he said. "I just want to see quality at-bats from all the guys and it will happen. You just can't have that many guys struggle for the whole year." 
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Consecutive wins reinforces a winning confidence for Mitch Talbot: Indians Insider

By Paul Hoynes, The Plain Dealer

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. -- Mitch Talbot's short visit to the big leagues with Tampa Bay in 2008 did little to convince him he belonged at the highest level of his chosen profession.

In spring training this year, he won a spot in the Indians starting rotation after being acquired from the Rays for Kelly Shoppach. The old doubts returned after his first regular season start April 10 against Detroit. He threw 38 pitches in the first inning and needed 83 to complete three.

Then came Talbot's complete-game victory over Texas on April 16. He followed that Thursday with six good innings against the Twins in the Indians' 8-1 victory at Target Field.

"To get the complete game and win out of the way was a huge confidence builder," said Talbot. "Now I know for sure I can pitch in the big leagues. I always believed that I could. Now I know."

Talbot held the Twins to one unearned run on six hits. He struck out three and walked three.

Manager Manny Acta felt Talbot grew into his job after the first start against the Tigers. "He got that one out of the way," said Acta. "He knows he's not on a tryout basis here. He belongs up here and belongs in our rotation.

"He's looks more comfortable out there. This guy has the repertoire, if he does throw the ball over the plate, that could make him valuable to us."

Acta was impressed with Talbot's change-up against the Twins. He hadn't seen it much before Thursday.

"This is the first outing he's had it working as good as we know he's capable of having it," said Acta. "Even in the complete game against Texas, he relied a lot on his sinker."

Talbot said he lost the feel for the change while recovering from right shoulder and elbow injuries with Tampa Bay last year. He tried to throw it in spring training, but didn't like the action he was getting on it.

"I don't know if it was the dry air in Arizona or what," said Talbot. "When I tried to throw it in the bullpen in Detroit, there wasn't a whole lot of depth to it."

Big game: The way Andy Marte looks at it, he drove in four runs Thursday, three with his bat and one with his glove. The Indians benefited from three of the runs, while the Twins benefited from one.

Marte gave the Indians a 3-0 lead with a two-run homer with two out in the fourth off Scott Baker. Marte got the start at third because Jhonny Peralta needed a day off and he entered the game hitting .300 (3-for-10) with two homers and three RBI against Baker.

In the bottom of the fourth, Marte dropped Orlando Hudson's routine foul pop in front of the Indians' dugout for what should be been the second out. He was charged with an error. Talbot compounded the problem by walking Hudson, who came around to score the Twins' only run.

In the sixth, Marte's bloop single gave him his third official RBI.

"I drove in three runs with my bat and one with my glove," said Marte, with a smile. "I just got too comfortable on the pop up. No excuses. I've got to make that play."

Acta was not upset at Marte.

"Hey, he just hit a two-run homer," said Acta. "Why get mad at him for letting one in?"

Just before Acta was asked about Marte's performance, third base coach Steve Smith walked by his office, stuck his head in and said, "Nice move with Marte."

Roadhouse blues: The Indians' victory Thursday was only their third in the last 24 road games going back to Aug. 30. That stretch includes 16 straight losses.

No problems: Matt LaPorta made his first start of the season in left field with no problems.

"I felt good out there," said LaPorta, who handled two chances without incident. LaPorta went 1-for-2 with two runs and two walks. Austin Kearns replaced him in the seventh inning.

DP central: The Indians turned four double plays Thursday. Shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera started three of them.

"He means a lot to us," said Acta. "He's the leader of our infield. He's the guy we're relying on to turn this defense around from last year." 
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Tribe batters Scott Baker in 8-1 win over Twins: Cleveland Indians briefing

By Paul Hoynes, The Plain Dealer

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. -- This is a daily briefing of the Indians 2010 regular season. The Indians play the Twins today in the final game of a three-game series at Target Field.

Final score: Indians 8, Twins 1.

Mitch Talbot pitched six innings and the Indians equaled their season high with eight runs to beat the Twins and avoid a three-game sweep at the hands of the AL Central leaders.

Andy Marte homered and drove in three runs. The Indians hit six doubles and turned four double plays to beat Scott Baker, who was 4-0 against them last year. 

Talbot allowed one unearned run on two hits. He walked three and struck out three on 99 pitches.

In-game notes:

Roll on Big O: Indians scored three times in the sixth to take a 6-1 lead against Scott Baker. Travis Hafner and Matt LaPorta singled and Russell Branyan doubled off the left field wall to score Hafner and send LaPorta to third.

Andy Marte blooped a single to center to score LaPorta. Marte was thrown out on a what appeared to be a botched hit-and-run, but Luis Valbuena doubled down the right field line to score Branyan. It was Valbuena's second double and fifth of the game.

Boo-boo: After hitting a two-run homer in the fourth for a 3-1 lead, Marte dropped a routine foul pop up in the bottom of the inning by Orlando Hudson. Hudson walked and came around to score to make it 3-1. 

The line: Baker allowed six runs on 10 hits in 5 2/3 innings. Seventy five percent (69-of-92) of his pitches were strikes. If you're going to get the Indians out, he needs to throw a lot more balls.

Big pop: Marte, playing for slumping Jhonny Peralta, hit a two-run homer in the fourth to give the Indians a 3-0 lead. Marte hit a 2-2 pitch from  Baker  into the left field seats on a line. It was his first homer of the season and his third against Baker.

Finally a run: Asdrubal Cabrera and Grady Sizemore hit consecutive ground-rule doubles in the first inning to give the Indians a 1-0 lead against Baker. It was their first run in 24 straight innings.

Cabrera's double hit the right field foul line and Sizemore's double hit the left field line.

Double your pleasure: The Indians D helped Mitch Talbot out of trouble with double plays to end the second and third innings.  They turned a third in the fifth.

 Pregame notes:

 Game 15: RHP Mitch Talbot (1-1, 3.21) vs. RHP Scott Baker (2-1, 3.38) today at 1:10 p.m. EST. Talbot is coming off his first big-league victory and he did it in style, pitching a six-hitter in the Tribe's 6-2 victory over Chicago.

 Baker is the Twins ace. He went 15-9 last year with a 4.37 ERA in 33 starts. He's 2-1 this year with a 3.38 ERA. Baker went 4-0 with a 1.57 ERA (six earned runs in 34 1/3 innings) against the Indians last season. He's 7-5 with a 3.14 ERA in 16 starts lifetime against them.

 Swing the bat: Grady Sizemore is hitting .324 (12-for-37) against Baker. Andy Marte, starting at third, has two homers against him. The Twins don't have a hitter on their roster who has faced Talbot in the big leagues.

 Roadhouse blues: The Indians entered Thursday's game having lost 21 of their last 23 road games.

 Records: Indians 6-8, Twins 11-4.

 Lineups:  Indians: SS Asdrubal Cabrera (S), CF Grady Sizemore (L), Shin-Soo Choo (L), DH Travis Hafner (L), LF Matt LaPorta (R), 1B Russell Branyan (L), 3B Andy Marte (R), 2B Luis Valbuena (L), C Lou Marson (R) and RHP Talbot.

 Twins: CF Denard Span (L), 2B Orlando Hudson (S), LF Jason Kubel (L), 1B Justin Morneau (L), RF Michael Cuddyer (R), DH Jim Thome (L), 3B Brendan Harris (R), C Drew Butera (R), SS Alexi Casilla (R) and RHP Baker.

 Umpires: H Tim Timmons, 1B Tim Tschida, 2B Bob Davidson, 3B Alfonso Marquez. Tschida, crew chief.

 Next: Jake Westbrook (0-1, 5.40) faces Justin Duchscherer (1-0, 2.41) Friday at the Coliseum. Game time is 10:07 p.m. EST as the Indians open a three-game series against the A's.
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ON DECK: INDIANS VS. OAKLAND ATHLETICS

Where: Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum.

When: Friday through Sunday.

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio Friday and Sunday, no TV Saturday; WTAM AM/1100 Friday-Saturday, WMMS FM/100.7 Sunday.

Pitching matchups: RHP Jake Westbrook (0-1, 5.40) vs. RHP Justin Duchscherer (1-0, 2.41) Friday at 10:07; RHP Fausto Carmona (2-0, 3.60) vs. LHP Brett Anderson (1-1, 2.65), Saturday at 4:07 p.m. and RHP Justin Masterson (0-2, 3.00) vs. LHP Gio Gonzalez (1-1, 5.40) Sunday at 4:07 p.m.

Season series: The Indians went 2-5 against Oakland last year, including going 0-4 at the Coliseum. A’s lead, 242-212, overall.

Indians updates: They’re 1-2 against the AL West this year after going 11-21 last year. Grady Sizemore (.500, 5-for-10) and Shin-Soo Choo (.375, 9-for-24, two homers and eight RBI) hit the A’s well last year. Tribe pitchers were 2-5 with a 5.95 ERA against Oakland in 2009.

Athletics update: The A’s entered Thursday’s game against the Yankees having lost three straight, but tied for first place in the AL West. They hit .313 (75-for-240) against the Indians last year. Rafai Davis led the way with a .429 (9-for-21) average. Kurt Suzuki hit .366 (9-for-21) with two homers and five RBI. Anderson and Gonzalez were a combined 2-0 against the Tribe last year.

Injuries: Indians — RHP Kerry Wood (lat muscle), RHP Anthony Reyes (right elbow) and RHP Hector Ambriz (right elbow) are on the disabled list. Athletics — RHP Joey Devine (right elbow), OF Coco Crisp (left pinky finger), RHP Michael Wuertz (right shoulder), LHP Joshua Outman (left elbow) and RHP John Meloan (right elbow) are on the disabled list.

Next: Indians open three-game series Monday against Los Angeles at Angel Stadium.

— Paul Hoynes
Clubhouse confidential: As bad as the Indians’ offense has been, don't say it has frustrated manager Manny Acta.

“Baseball doesn't frustrate me,” said Acta. “Violent people, people who drive slow in the left-hand lane, disrespectful people ... that's what frustrates me.

“When I was managing in D.C. an out-of-town writer would come in and ask, ‘How frustrating is this?’ I'd just look at him. And then the reporters who covered us and knew me would say, ‘He doesn't get frustrated.’”

Still, baseball does gnaw at him.

“It doesn't frustrate me, it disappoints me,” said Acta. “It's a great job. Frustrated is harsh word. Life is about choices. I chose to be this way.”

Snap shot: Hitting coach Jon Nunnally was working in the batting cage with Travis Hafner before Wednesday night's game. He put several balls across the 17-inch front of the plate. When he put a ball on the corner of the plate representing an inside pitch to Hafner, he said, “This is the one you've got to lay off of.”

Stat of the day: Indians relievers have allowed only three of 29 inherited runners to score. It's the best ratio in the big leagues.

— Paul Hoynes
Baysox 7, Aeros 2

Edell falters in 3 innings; hitting weak in road loss

Published on Friday, Apr 23, 2010

Starting pitcher Ryan Edell gave up seven runs on 10 hits in three innings of work as the Aeros lost 7-2 to the Baysox Thursday night in Bowie, Md.

Edell (0-1, 5.54 ERA) gave up four runs in the first inning, two in the second and one in the third in the losing effort as the Aeros fell behind early and could not get to Baysox starter Timothy Bascom.

Bascom worked seven innings and allowed one run on six hits and struck out two for his second win of the season. Bascom gave up a run in the first inning, when Lonnie Chisenhall singled home Tim Fedroff.

Matt McBride hit his second home run of the season in the top of the ninth for the Aeros. Chisenhall and McBride each had two hits, and Fedroff doubled and walked to reach base for the Aeros.

The Aeros continue their four-game series against the Baysox at 7:05 tonight. The game will be broadcast on WARF (1350-AM).

Toledo edges wild Clippers

The Toledo Mud Hens scored two runs in the eighth inning to upend the Clippers 6-4 tonight in Fifth Third Field.

Reliever Jess Todd (0-1) fueled the Toledo rally by walking two Mud Hens and hitting another with a pitch. Brennan Boesch delivered a two-run single to win it.

The Clippers jumped to a 2-0 lead in the first inning. Toledo starter Alfredo Figaro fueled the rally by opening the inning with walks to Michael Brantley and Jason Donald. With one out, Shelley Duncan and Wes Hodges delivered back-to-back RBI singles to give Columbus a 2-0 lead.

The lead looked larger because Yohan Pino was pitching so well. He struck out five of the first six Mud Hens he faced. When Toledo opened the third inning with a pair of singles, Pino caught Danny Worth looking at a third strike, popped up Buster Rhymes and fanned Brent Dlugach.

A fine defensive play by Brian Boesch in center field in the fourth inning kept the Mud Hens close. He raced to the gap in left-center to rob Donald of what looked like two-out, two-run double.

Toledo took advantage of a control lapse by Pino in the fourth Boesch drew a leadoff walk and stole second base with one out. Pino then walked Jeff Larish and Jeff Frazier halved the deficit with an RBI single.

Pino's control problems continued. He hit Max Leon with a pitch to load the bases. Robinzon Diaz tied the score with an RBI groundout and Worth delivered a two-run single. Toledo led 4-2.

RBI hits by Jason Donald and Anderson Hernandez tied the game at 4-4.
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Santana sightings, etc.

Carlos Santana was out and about around Fifth Third Field today before and during batting practice. He was not in the Clippers lineup for the 6:30 p.m. game against the Toledo Mud Hens.

Santana also was moving well for a man who had taken a foul tip off his left knee cap yesterday in Indianapolis and had to be partially carried off the field. He caught Josh Tomlin's bullpen session and said that he felt "good." He also took regular batting practice.

Clippers manager Mike Sarbaugh said "he'll probably be back in there (Friday)."

"He hit early," Sarbaugh added. "He's still a little sore but he's doing everything normal."

This is essentially great news for the entire Cleveland Indians' organization. Santana remains its top prospect. He looked seriously injured when he collapsed at the plate in the third inning. He stayed down for several minutes before being helped to the dugout by trainer Michael Salazar and teammate Shelley Duncan. He was up and walking by the time the team boarded the bus for Toledo.

Damaso Espino is catching tonight's game. Chris Gimenez also is available so there is no need to rush Santana.

The Columbus lineup tonight has three legitimate center fielders. Michael Brantley is playing left field. Trevor Crowe is in right. Jose Constanza is in center. It would rate as one of the fastest outfields in the history of the Clippers.

"They can cover some ground," Sarbaugh said. "That makes always makes you feel good."

He also said that all three will see time in center. Constanza might be there more often than not because of the needs of the Indians. Brantley and Crowe remain on the 40-man roster and Grady Sizemore remains the center fielder in Cleveland.

"Trevor is going to be able to play all three spots," Sarbaugh said. "He gives us some flexibility when all three of them are in the lineup. Michael's going to have some time in center, but he'll get a little bit more in left. And Jose played a full season in right at Kinston (in '07). So he can play over there."

Shelley Duncan is the designate hitter tonight, but will continue to play some outfield as will Gimenez and Brian Bixler..

Clippers pitchers lose control

By Jim Massie

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

TOLEDO - Two pitchers took walks on the wild side last night in Fifth Third Field and those trips cost the Clippers dearly in the opener of a three-game series with the Toledo Mud Hens.

Bases on balls and hit batsmen set up the Mud Hens for the 6-4 victory in front of 4,186 fans in Fifth Third Field.

"Walks do hurt you in the long run," Clippers manager Mike Sarbaugh said. "We've seen it for us and against us."

Reliever Jess Todd (0-1) ignited the final Toledo rally with the scored tied at 4 in the eighth inning. He loaded the bases with two walks and a hit batter. Brennan Boesch followed with a two-run single.

"(Todd's) command just wasn't there," Sarbaugh said. "You just have to keep on working. We've got to get him back out there and get his confidence going."

Wildness sparked the other Toledo rally.

Columbus starter Yohan Pino, who had seven strikeouts and a 2-0 lead through three innings, lost the strike zone in the fourth.

Pino set up a four-run inning with two walks and a hit batter. Danny Worth's two-run single snapped a 2-2 tie.

Columbus played without catcher Carlos Santana. He is day-to-day with a bruised left knee.

Nationals focus on bright future

 Tracy Ringolsby / FOXSports
The Washington Nationals remain a step-cousin in the Nation’s capital.

On the field, they are scrambling to break even, which is a step ahead of the battle they face in the stands, where on Monday night a crowd of 11,623 for the game with Colorado set a franchise record for fewest tickets sold in the two-plus years of Nationals Park.

Club officials, however, remain upbeat. And with reason.

"It is always tough to be patient, but at least the reward is so obvious and close that the anticipation is fun," said Nationals president Stan Kasten. "It is fun for all of us to know how close we are even if it might not be visible to fans. We understand that. We also understand the steps we need to take to get to the long-range level we envision."

The Nationals also understand the hole they are in was a long time being dug. They have finished in last place in the NL East five of the last six years, underwent a scandal about their Latin American operation a year ago, and then saw general manager Jim Bowden fired, eventually replaced by Mike Rizzo, who has a strong scouting background.

The first tangible signs of the foundation for the future man the left side of the Nationals infield — third baseman Ryan Zimmerman, the first-round draft choice in 2005, and rookie shortstop Ian Desmond, the No. 3 pick in 2004.

And there’s about to be a reloading of the pitching staff. 

Stephen Strasburg, the first player selected in June, and Drew Storen, selected 10th overall, are being refined at Double-A Harrisburg with the anticipation of a midseason recall. 

Jordan Zimmermann, the second-round pick in 2007, should be back from reconstructive right elbow surgery in midseason, and lefty Ross Detwiler, the No. 1 draft choice in 2007, is also expected back by midseason after undergoing surgery for a torn hip labrum.

"Small crowds and losing are painful, but better feelings are just around the corner,’’ Kasten said. "We’re not talking years down the road anymore. We talking months. We’re talking about the second half this year.

"What’s most important is that (the young) pitchers get it. Could Strasburg pitch here right now? Of course. But he will be better prepared when he gets here. There are things he still needs to work on. For instance, men on base. He didn’t have much experience with that in college. Think about it. It makes sense.’’

Not that Strasburg is getting a lot of experience pitching with men on base in the minor leagues either. After working five more shutout innings on Wednesday, Strasburg has a 0.73 ERA to show for his three minor-league starts.

It is all about making sure the strong young arms are ready for the big-league challenge and don’t take a step backward once they arrive. 

Atlanta scout Tim Conroy, who went directly from high school to the big leagues with Oakland in 1978, said this spring that the big-league challenge isn’t about physical ability, but rather, mental ability. 

Highly touted pitchers rarely, if ever, lost in high school and college competition. They also pitched only once a week. In the big leagues, the competition is at an elite level, and the every-fifth-game routine becomes a grind over the course of six months. There also are expectations and a public stage that dwarfs anything in amateur baseball.

Time in the minor leagues helps a pitcher adjust.

"When you see the ability, there is the urge to get them here, but you have to be realistic, and you want them to be prepared to handle what you are about to throw at them,’’ said Nationals manager Jim Riggleman. 

No-no know-how

With Ubaldo Jimenez’s no-hitter at Atlanta on Saturday, Colorado finally has reached the no-hit club. That leaves the New York Mets, Tampa Bay and San Diego Padres as the only teams to have never had a pitcher throw a no-hitter in their uniform.

 Rockies starter Ubaldo Jimenez, center, celebrated his no-hitter with teammates.

Gregory Smith 

The Mets have a no-hit history, but it has been for developing pitchers who have thrown no-hitters — a total of 10 in fact — for other teams. Nolan Ryan threw a major-league record seven no-hitters with the Angels (four), Houston (one) and Texas (two). Mike Scott, with Houston; Tom Seaver, with Cincinnati; and Dwight Gooden, with the Yankees, had one each. Each of the four were originally signed by the Mets.

The Padres had their closest flirtation on July 21, 1970 when San Diego right-hander Clay Kirby had a no-hitter through eight innings. But the late Preston Gomez, manager of the Padres, hit for Kirby in the bottom of the eighth because the Padres were losing 1-0 against the Mets. Reliever Jack Baldschun gave up a leadoff single to Bud Harrselson in the ninth. Gomez explained his concern was winning the game — which the Padres could not. 

And Gomez was consistent. Four years later, managing Houston, he also hit in the eighth inning for Don Wilson, who had a no-hitter going, because the Astros were trailing Cincinnati 1-0. Mike Cosgrove replaced Wilson on the mound and gave up a leadoff single to Tony Perez in the ninth.

Miguel OIivo caught Ubaldo Jimenez’s no-hitter, and Jeff Kellogg was the same plate umpire. Coincidence? Olivo was the catcher and Kellogg the umpire when Anibal Sanchez of Florida no-hit Arizona on Sept. 6, 2006.

Jimenez is the fourth Dominican pitcher to throw a no-hitter, the most of any country outside the United States. Jose Jimenez, with St. Louis, no-hit Arizona on June 25, 1999. Ramon Martinez, with the Los Angeles Dodgers, no-hit Florida on July 14, 1995. Juan Marichal no-hit the Houston Colt 45s on June 15, 1963.

Ubaldo Jimenez and Olivo became the second Dominican battery to team up in a no-hitter, joining Jose Jimenez and Alberto Castillo of the Cardinals.

Acclimated

Atlanta general manager Frank Wren says left-hander Kenshin Kawakami "has a feel" for the major leagues now, and Wren feels Kawakami will have a strong season for the Braves. The 34-year-old veteran of pitching in his native Japan had a 3.33 earned-run average after the All-Star break last year, an indication, Wren said, that Kawakami adapted to the size of the major-league baseball.

Wren said the baseballs used in the Japanese professional leagues are smaller, have higher seams and covers that are not as slick as the ones used in the major leagues.

"When he first came over his movement disappeared, but as a veteran pitcher he had the ability to adjust," said Wren. "This spring, he was a different guy.’’

Oakland's Braden sends message ... but to whom?
By Rob Neyer

LoHud's Chad Jennings on that weird dustup this afternoon involving Dallas Braden and Alex Rodriguez: 

“He just told me to get off his mound,” Rodriguez said. “I was a little surprised. I’d never quite heard that. Especially from a guy that has a handful of wins in his career.” 

The whole thing started when Rodriguez went from first to third on a foul ball by Robinson Cano. On his way back to first, Rodriguez ran across the pitcher’s mound, which Braden saw as a sign of disrespect. 

“I don’t care if I’m Cy Young or the 25th man on the roster, if I’ve got the ball in my hand and I’m on that mound, that’s my mound,” Braden said. “... He ran across the pitcher’s mound foot on my rubber. No, not happening. We’re not the door mat anymore."


I was watching that game, and my half-hearted attempted to read Braden's lips did suggest the word "mound" preceded by f-bomb. So I thought maybe this was it, except 1) I hadn't actually seen Rodriguez running over the mound, and 2) I didn't know anyone would take exception to such a thing. There's something odd about this, though: The inning was over. Braden wasn't on the mound anymore. It wasn't his mound. Before Alex touched it, the third out had been recorded and it was CC Sabathia's mound. So there is, I think, something else going on here, something to which we're simply not privy. 

My take on this is that your take is all about the context. If you're Alex Rodriguez or 20,000,000 Yankees fans, you have no idea what Dallas Braden is talking about. If you're one of Dallas Braden's teammates or 1,000,000 Athletics fans, you're thrilled to see one of your guys doing his small part to suggest the A's won't just roll over their collective back when the Alpha dog trots into the room. 

No, the Yankees won't be intimidated by Dallas Braden or anyone else. They're too good, too experienced, too confident. But Braden wasn't yelling at the Yankees. Not really. He was yelling at himself, and at his teammates. Players have won MVP Awards for such things.

MLB Commissioner Bud Selig looks to speed up pace of games, says 'there are things we can do'

By Teri Thompson

Tired of four-hour baseball games? So is Bud Selig, whose recently formed 14-member committee on improving baseball on the field may have an important announcement soon:

How to speed up the pace of games.

Speaking to the Associated Press Sports Editors Thursday at his Park Ave. offices, Selig said the panel, which includes Dodger manager Joe Torre, Cardinals skipper Tony La Russa, Tigers manager Jim Leyland and Hall of Famer Frank Robinson among front-office types and columnist George Will, will have "something meaningful soon" to say about the length of games.

Umpire Joe West earlier this month called the slow pace of Yankees-Red Sox games "a disgrace to baseball."

"It's the pace, not the time," Selig said. "There are things we can do. A guy gets in the batter's box, gets out, adjusts everything. What's he adjusting?

"It's pitchers, hitters, managers going to the mound. ... "

When asked his reaction to West's comment, Selig said he would have preferred the veteran ump address the matter internally.

Selig addressed several other topics, including whether MLB would consider expanding the first round of the playoffs from five games to seven. Selig said the playoffs could not be expanded unless the regular season was shortened because the World Series is already being played in November.

"A lot of people want to extend to seven games," Selig said, "but to do that you'd have to cut the schedule to 154 games. If you want to cut to 154, then maybe we could talk. But I haven't heard one owner say that."

Selig also addressed the recurring issue of whether human growth hormone, for which there is no viable test in place, is a big problem in baseball.

"How prevalent is it?" he asked. "I meet a lot with professional athletic trainers and doctors. ... When I ask the question, they say, 'Commissioner, you have no idea how different it is in the clubhouse these days.' But when it comes to HGH, we really don't know. Most think it's relatively low, but they don't know. I'm anxious to move forward on a test. One can debate what HGH does or doesn't do, but it needs to be (tested for) and as soon as possible, for health reasons."
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