
WORLD CHAMPIONS...1910  1911  1913  1929  1930  1972  1973  1974  1989 

AMERICAN LEAGUE CHAMPIONS...1902  1905  1910  1911  1913  1914  1929  1930  1931  1972  1973  1974  1988  1989  1990 

 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS 
Media Release 

 

Oakland Athletics Baseball Company  7000 Coliseum Way  Oakland, CA 94621 
510-638-4900  Public Relations Facsimile 510-562-1633  www.oaklandathletics.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 18, 2012 
 

A’s Agree to Terms with Shortstop Hiroyuki Nakajima on 2-Year Contract 
 
OAKLAND, Calif. – The Oakland A’s agreed to terms with shortstop Hiroyuki Nakajima (he-ro-YU-kee nah-kah-GEE-
mah) on a two-year contract through the 2014 season with a club option for 2015, the club announced today.   
 
Oakland also announced today it has traded outfielder Collin Cowgill to the New York Mets in exchange for minor 
league third baseman Jefry Marte.  Nakajima will assume Cowgill’s spot on the A’s current 40-man roster. 
 
Nakajima, 30, is an eight-time Nippon Professional Baseball All-Star and three-time Gold Glove winner with a .302 
career batting average in 11 seasons with the Seibu Lions.  The 5-11, 198-pound Japanese star batted .311 with 29 
doubles, 13 home runs and 74 RBI in 136 games for the Lions last season, earning All-Star, Gold Glove and “Best 
Nine” recognition. 
 
He has hit 20 or more home runs in four different seasons and has driven in 90 or more runs on four separate 
occasions.  He has also hit .300 or higher six times and stolen 20 or more bases three times in his career. Since 
joining Seibu in 2002, the Itami, Hyogo native has collected 248 doubles, 20 triples, 162 home runs, 738 RBI and 141 
stolen bases, and posted .371 on-base and .472 slugging percentages. 
 
Perhaps Nakajima’s finest season to date was 2008, when he led Seibu to the Nippon championship by batting .331 
with 32 doubles, 21 home runs, 81 RBI, 25 stolen bases and a league-best .410 on-base percentage.  He finished 
second by .0007 points in the league batting race.   
 
The A’s new shortstop also has extensive international experience, having participated in both the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics and 2009 World Baseball Classic for the Japanese national team.   
 
He played in all nine games of the 2008 Olympics, hitting .296 and driving in five runs on a Japan club that lost to 
South Korea in the semi-finals and bowed to the United States in the bronze medal game.  Despite missing two 
games to illness, Nakajima played a key role in Japan winning the 2009 World Baseball Classic.  He batted .364 with 
six RBI and a .516 on-base percentage, particularly shining in Japan’s 14-2 win over South Korea (3-for-4, two 
doubles, two RBI) and 9-4 victory against the U.S. in the semi-finals (2-for-5, two doubles, two RBI). 
 
Nakajima was named to the NPB All-Star team in 2004 and 2006 through 2012.  He also earned Gold Glove awards 
in 2008, 2011 and 2012, and was a Best Nine Award winner in 2008, 2009, 2011 and 2012. 
 
Cowgill, originally acquired by the A’s Dec. 9, 2011 in a five-player trade with Arizona, batted .269 with one home run 
and nine RBI in 38 games over three stints with Oakland this past season.  He also hit .254 with four homers and 37 
RBI in 61 games with Triple-A Sacramento in 2012. 
 
Marte, 21, was named to the Eastern League’s 2012 Mid-Season All-Star Team with Double-A Binghamton, where he 
batted .251 (116-for-462) with 20 doubles, three triples, nine home runs and 58 RBI in 129 games.  In 2011, the 6-1, 
187-pound Dominican played for the World Team in the XM Futures Game and also starred in the Arizona Fall 
League after that season, hitting .333 with four home runs and 18 RBI in 22 games for Peoria. 
 
Listed below are Nakajimi’s year-by-year and career statistics with Seibu: 
 

Year Club AVG. G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SH SF HP BB SO SB CS SLG OBP

2002 Seibu .143 4 7 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 .143 143
2003 Seibu .258 44 89 12 23 3 1 4 11 0 0 4 5 22 1 2 .449 .327
2004 Seibu .287 133 502 70 144 22 3 27 90 3 4 11 39 108 18 2 .504 .349
2005 Seibu .274 118 405 56 111 21 2 11 60 3 3 11 22 67 11 3 .417 .327
2006 Seibu .306 105 412 76 126 22 1 16 63 0 4 13 30 66 14 4 .481 .368
2007 Seibu .300 143 533 68 160 28 5 12 74 1 5 13 41 134 9 4 .439 .361
2008 Seibu .331 124 486 75 161 32 0 21 81 0 3 12 55 96 25 5 .527 .410
2009 Seibu .309 144 560 100 173 31 3 22 92 0 3 10 75 113 20 12 .493 .398
2010 Seibu .314 130 503 80 158 33 3 20 93 0 11 13 52 97 15 5 .511 .385
2011 Seibu .297 144 566 82 168 27 1 16 100 0 11 12 44 93 21 2 .433 .354
2012 Seibu .311 136 499 69 155 29 1 13 74 1 6 9 52 76 7 6 .451 .382

JL Totals  .302 1225 4562 688 1380 248 20 162 738 8 50 108 415 874 141 45 .472 .371
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