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Hamilton's catch aids Texas' cause in win

Key defensive play helps keep A's at bay; offense does the rest

By T.R. Sullivan / MLB.com | 8/13/2011 8:06 PM ET

OAKLAND -- This is why manager Ron Washington wants Josh Hamilton in the lineup for day games. Hamilton may struggle at the plate when the sun is out, but Washington keeps pointing out that his All-Star outfielder can do more than just hit the ball to help his team win.

Hamilton proved that on Saturday afternoon at Oakland Coliseum. He did have two singles, but it was his speed on the bases and his tremendous defensive ability in left field that allowed the Rangers to pull away to a 7-1 victory over the Athletics.

"There's no doubt about it ... he brings more than just offense," Washington said. "He's a talented guy and today was one of those games that I was talking about."

The Rangers won by six runs because they pulled away in the final two innings against the A's bullpen. But for seven innings, this was another brilliant pitching duel between Colby Lewis and fellow right-hander Trevor Cahill, and the big moment of the afternoon was the catch that Hamilton made in left field to end the bottom of the seventh.

"That was the turning point of the game," Lewis said.

"A huge play," Washington said. "You never know what that inning turns into if he doesn't catch that ball."

Hamilton's play allowed the Rangers to hold onto a 2-1 lead, and they went on to their seventh win in nine games. They now have a three-game lead in the American League West after the Angels lost to the Blue Jays, 11-2.

"My legs felt good today," Hamilton said. "Obviously, using my speed to get into scoring position and run down balls in the outfield, those are the things that I love to do."

The Rangers ended up with 11 hits on the afternoon, and went 6-for-10 with runners in scoring position. Every player in the starting lineup had at least one hit. But Cahill had a no-hitter before Yorvit Torrealba singled with one out in the sixth.

"We just tried to have good quality at-bats after good quality at-bats," Kinsler said. "We felt confident we could break out. Cahill had good stuff and was changing speeds on all his pitches. He was tough, but we were able to grind it out. The key was Colby throwing the ball the way he did and matching him pitch for pitch."

This was the sixth time Lewis has opposed Cahill in the last two years. Cahill won the first four, but Lewis has won the last two.

"It was a great game -- it seems like every time we match up, it's a close game," Lewis said. "He always throws well against us. He did a great job, but the big thing for me was not letting them get any momentum going."

Lewis gave up a leadoff triple to Jemile Weeks in the first, then retired 17 straight hitters to keep the A's from scoring. The Texas starter was rewarded in the sixth, when an error by Weeks and a double by Kinsler gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead.

The Rangers added a second run in the top of the seventh inning after Hamilton led off with single. Michael Young struck out but, with Nelson Cruz at the plate, Hamilton took second on a wild pitch.

Cruz followed with a two-hop smash to A's third baseman Scott Sizemore, who knocked the ball down on a backhanded play. It rolled behind him and Hamilton broke for third. Cahill tried to cover as Sizemore tried to recover, but Hamilton made it with a head-first slide.

"Once I saw the bobble -- given how far he was playing back -- I decided to go for it," Hamilton said.

A double by Mike Napoli drove him home to give the Rangers a 2-0 lead. They almost let it slip away in the bottom of the seventh, but Hamilton's defense saved it.

Lewis took a two-hit shutout into the seventh, but gave up a one-out double to Josh Willingham. That was manager Ron Washington's cue to bring in reliever Darren Oliver. A double by David DeJesus scored Willingham, and Koji Uehara took over, striking out Conor Jackson.

That brought up Ryan Sweeney and he hit a high fly to deep left. Kinsler saw the ball hit and had one thought.

"Tie game," he said.

Hamilton wasn't thinking, he was running.

"I was playing shallow and toward the line," Hamilton said. "But he hit it pretty good. I just turned and went."

Hamilton raced back onto the warning track and had to adjust like a football receiver on a fade route going for a ball thrown over the wrong shoulder. Hamilton, fighting the blue sky and bright sunshine, was able to make the catch as he tumbled on the warning track for the final out of the inning.

"That's a big catch there," said A's manager Bob Melvin, whose team committed four errors on the afternoon. "It's the difference between good defense and bad defense. That was an unbelievable catch. The game was close there and we gave it away."

The Rangers responded to the catch with three runs in the eighth and two more in the ninth.

"Nothing Josh does on the field surprises me," Kinsler said. "He made a great catch. At the end of the game it was 7-1, and you can say we won big. But it was tight until the last two innings." 

Harrison can pitch Rangers to sweep of A's

By Anthony Fenech / MLB.com | 8/13/2011 7:22 PM ET

All signs point to Rangers left-hander Matt Harrison turning in another solid start on Sunday.

Fresh off a 9-2 victory over the Mariners in his last outing, Harrison has had good success the past two months and great success in his career against the A's.

And on Sunday, he'll try to pitch the Rangers to a series sweep over the A's at the Oakland Coliseum.

"I'm going to treat it like any other start," Harrison said. "They're a good ballclub, so the main thing is to be aggressive and keep the ball in play, not give them any free passes.

"I want to carry some momentum over from my last start."

In that outing, the 25-year-old Harrison threw seven innings, allowed two runs on five hits, struck out six and walked none in beating the Mariners for the second time in less than a month.

He looks to carry that momentum against former Rangers right-hander Rich Harden, who is coming off his best effort of the season on Tuesday, when he beat the Blue Jays by allowing one run on five hits in seven innings.

Harden struck out eight, walked two and through seven starts, he is averaging 9.6 strikeouts per nine innings.

The 29-year-old right-hander spent last season with the Rangers and put up a 5-5 record with a 5.58 ERA in 18 starts while battling injuries.

He is 5-3 against the Rangers in his career, and his two career complete games were both against the Rangers, both in Oakland and both in 2005.

Meanwhile, Harrison has excelled in his five career starts against the A's, compiling a 4-1 record with a 2.15 ERA.

He bounced back from the shortest outing of his season on May 1 against Oakland -- when he allowed four runs on six hits in 1 2/3 innings -- to blank them over 7 2/3 innings on July 10 while striking out seven and allowing six hits.

Rangers: Torrealba, Young increase streaks

• With a sixth-inning single to break up Trevor Cahill's no-hit bid on Saturday, Rangers catcher Yorvit Torrealba increased his hit streak to 11 games.

• Michael Young also singled, giving him a 12-game hitting streak, good for longest in the American League, along with equal streaks by the Mariners' Mike Carp and Blue Jays' Edwin Encarnacion.

• Colby Lewis continued a year-long theme for Rangers pitching with 6 1/3 innings of one-run baseball against the A's on Saturday. He allowed only three hits. Heading into Saturday's game, the Rangers had the lowest road ERA in the majors at 3.11 and the current mark would be the lowest in the majors since the Expos' 2.69 mark in 1992.

Athletics: Regulars get rest

• Shortstop Cliff Pennington, first baseman/outfielder Conor Jackson and catcher Kurt Suzuki were all given scheduled days off in Saturday's loss. "Pennington still has that Bell's Palsy thing that hasn't gone completely away yet. We don't want to run him out there too much," A's manager Bob Melvin said.

• Suzuki's 36 RBIs, 16 doubles and 30 strikeouts against the Rangers are his most against any team.

• The A's have failed to hit more than two home runs in a game for the past 90 games. The team record is 91 games, which the A's could match Sunday. The last time it occurred was from July 31, 1974, to May 16, 1975.

• After homering in a season-high eight straight games, the A's have been held homerless in three consecutive contests. 

Young appreciates Uggla's hitting streak

By T.R. Sullivan / MLB.com | 08/13/11 3:46 PM ET

OAKLAND -- Michael Young took an 11-game hitting streak into Saturday's game. That's well below his career best of 25, and even farther behind the Braves' Dan Uggla. The second baseman took a 32-game hitting streak into Atlanta's game against the Cubs on Saturday, and even Young is taking notice over in the American League.

"I'm happy for him, really happy for him," Young said. "He's a real good guy. He's got a new team and wanted to show what he could do. He got off to a little bit of a slow start, but he's caught fire now for a really good team. Good for him. I've got to know him a little bit the past few years, and he's a real solid guy. He plays hard and his teammates like him. Those are the kind of guys you root for."

The Rangers have never had a player with a 30-game hitting streak. The club record is 28, set by Gabe Kapler in 2000. Young had a 25-game hitting streak in '05 and a 23-game streak in '08. His current streak is his third of 10-plus games this season and the 24th of his career, so he understands how tough it is for Uggla to get to 30 and beyond.

"It's not easy," Young said. "People don't realize how hard hitting streaks are, because they look at it in the context of 56 straight games. But 56 is on a different planet. You can't compare it to Joe DiMaggio.

"A 30-game hitting streak is a pretty incredible accomplishment. You only see it every couple of years or so. That shows you how hard it is. And he's not doing it with bunts or infield hits. He's doing some real damage."

Torrealba able to stay refreshed with DH option

OAKLAND -- Yorvit Torrealba was behind the plate on Saturday for the third straight game. On Sunday, manager Ron Washington will use him at designated hitter. It will be his sixth start at DH, something he had only done once in his career prior to this season.

But with third baseman Adrian Beltre on the disabled list and Taylor Teagarden available as the third catcher, Washington has settled into a routine of having Torrealba and Mike Napoli shuttle between catcher and DH.

"I just think both have gotten hot and are swinging the bat well," Washington said. "The fact that we have an opening at DH keeps them both engaged."

Torrealba took a 10-game hitting streak into Saturday's game and is hitting .439 (18-for-41) in his last 14 games. Napoli is hitting .375 in his last 15 games.

Because of their production, Rangers catchers are hitting .289 with a .464 slugging percentage. That's the highest in both categories from a team's catchers in the American League. They are also the highest for Rangers catchers since 2002, which was Ivan Rodriguez's last full season with the team.

Rangers catchers had a .212 batting average and .317 slugging percentage last season. That's why they signed Torrealba as a free agent and acquired Napoli from the Blue Jays in a trade for reliever Frank Francisco.

"Those two guys give us a lot of experience," Washington said. "Both have a track record, offensively. The last few years, we have been dealing with so many young guys. We were trying to get them involved with everything that entails catching and get their career going."

Double-play ball can put Harrison in the books

OAKLAND -- Matt Harrison has a chance to make Rangers history in his next few starts.

Harrison, who pitches Sunday against the Athletics, has forced opponents to hit into 28 double plays this season, the most in the Major Leagues. It is also tied for the fourth most in club history. The record is 30, set by Rick Honeycutt in 1983 and tied by Kevin Brown in '91. Kenny Rogers had 29 in 2000.

"Most have been because of the [sinking] fastball," Harrison said. "I've changed up my times to the plate out of the stretch and that's thrown off the hitters' timing. If I can get the fastball down and away, the hitter will roll it over. If I can get it inside, I can jam them. It's a matter of keeping my focus in those situations and keeping the ball down. If I do that, more often than not I'm going to get the ground ball."

Since 1950, the highest number of double plays forced by a pitcher was 45 by Tommy John with the Yankees in 1979.

Harrison has forced a double play in 28 of 96 potential double-play situations. That's 29.2 percent -- the highest ratio in the American League.

The Rangers went into Saturday's game with 132 double plays as a team, the most in the Major Leagues. The club record is 191, set in 2008.

Rangers' Lowe finding success with slider

OAKLAND -- Mark Lowe picked up another strikeout in his scoreless inning on Friday night and is now averaging 8.69 strikeouts per nine innings on the season. That's slightly above his career rate of 8.02 and reinforces two things Lowe does that Neftali Feliz could emulate.

Both are hard throwers, but Lowe has been more effective getting ahead of hitters and using his slider. Lowe has had more 0-1 counts than 1-0 (72-69) and more 0-2 counts than 2-0 (35-36). Feliz is 78-84 and 33-34, respectively, in those two situations.

"It all starts with being aggressive and getting ahead of hitters," Lowe said. "If you get ahead, then you can go for the strikeout. If I get to 2-2, then I just want to throw a strike and avoid 3-2. But if you're 0-1 and 0-2, you can go for the strikeout. But the only time I really go after the strikeout is if the situation calls for it, like runners on second and third and one out."

Lowe has a fastball that averages 96.8 mph, but he throws it just 65.8 percent of the time. Feliz throws his fastball 82 percent of the time. Lowe uses his slider far more, throwing it 26.7 percent of the time. Feliz throws a breaking ball 15.5 percent of the time.

"The slider has been good for me," Lowe said.

Worth noting

• Catcher Max Pentecost, the Rangers' seventh-round Draft pick out Winder-Barrow (Ga.) High told the Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald that he intends to sign with Texas rather than go to Kansas State. The Rangers have not announced the signing.

• Nelson Cruz drove in his 75th run on Friday night. The Rangers, with Michael Young (78) and Adrian Beltre (76), are one of three teams that has three players with at least 75 RBIs. The others are the Yankees and the Red Sox.

• Triple-A Round Rock manager Bobby Jones went into Saturday's game with Sacramento needing one more victory for 1,500 in his Minor League career.

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM

Rangers break through late, beat A's 7-1

Posted Sunday, Aug. 14, 2011 

By Jeff Wilson

OAKLAND, Calif. -- The final score makes Saturday afternoon's game look like a runaway, but the Texas Rangers were two sequences away from possibly facing a narrow defeat.

Colby Lewis, though, made the pitches he needed to make early, and Josh Hamilton made the key defensive play late in a game that saw Oakland falter with the glove.

Lewis pitched around a leadoff triple in the first and eventually won a pitchers' duel with Trevor Cahill, and Hamilton's seventh-inning catch at the left-field wall was the A's last gasp as the Rangers pulled away 7-1.

The victory allowed the Rangers to push their advantage in the American League West to three games over the Los Angeles Angels, who were routed at Toronto. The Rangers also tied the second-best mark in club history after 120 games with a 68-52 record.

But the game changed as soon as Jemile Weeks was stranded in the first, and the Rangers were saved six innings later when Hamilton tracked down a Ryan Sweeney fly ball at the warning track.

"The key was Colby keeping us in the game," said Ian Kinsler, who had three RBIs. "There's that and the play Josh made on Sweeney. Nothing Josh does on the field surprises me."

Lewis knew the odds favored the A's after the speedy Weeks lined the first pitch into the right-field corner and coasted into third base.

Hoping to keep the ball in the infield, Lewis got Scott Sizemore to hit a soft liner to Kinsler at second for the first out and got Hideki Matsu to pop to Kinsler.

Josh Willingham flied out to end the threat. The Sizemore out was the first of 17 straight recorded by Lewis.

"A big thing was just not letting that run score," Lewis said. "It's tough. It was a big deal leaving him at third base and keeping the score 0-0."

The Rangers finally broke through in the sixth against Cahill, one of their top mound nemeses. Yorvit Torrealba singled with one out to break up Cahill's no-hit bid.

Cahill looked to be out of the inning when Endy Chavez hit a tapper to second base. Weeks, though, mishandled it and threw wildly for two errors on one play.

Kinsler followed with a double down the left-field line for a 1-0 lead.

Weeks doubled with two outs in the bottom half to snap Lewis' run of consecutive outs but was stranded again. Mike Napoli then doubled in Hamilton in the seventh after Sizemore couldn't handle a Nelson Cruz grounder.

Hamilton had used his legs to help produce the run, taking third as Sizemore fumbled the ball, and used them again to save one in the bottom half.

Lewis (11-8) had been removed in the seventh after a one-out double by Willingham, who would score on David DeJesus' double off Darren Oliver.

Hamilton was playing shallow and toward the line two batters later when Sweeney drove a pitch from Koji Uehara toward the out-of-town scoreboard. Hamilton raced back and made the grab for the final out as he fell on the warning track just before the wall.

"That's the stuff I like doing most," Hamilton said. "He stayed on the ball and drove it. I had to turn and go. The wind knocked it down. At the last second it drifted off to the left."

The 2-1 lead was preserved, and the Rangers would add three runs in the eighth and two more in the ninth for their fifth victory in six games.

"Cahill was good, but the thing that kept things in perspective is that Colby was good, too," said manager Ron Washington, who admitted concern when he saw Hamilton pursuing the Sweeney fly ball in the seventh.

"You never know if he doesn't catch that ball what that inning turns into."

Rangers starter Matt Harrison has knack of getting 2-for-1

Posted Saturday, Aug. 13, 2011 

By Jeff Wilson

OAKLAND, Calif. -- The last time Matt Harrison pitched in Oakland, he wasn't sure he would be making many more starts for the Texas Rangers.

He lasted only 12/3 innings, his second consecutive lousy start after opening the season with four good ones. For a pitcher who had never stuck in the rotation, doubt crept in.

"I was like, 'What the hell is going on?'" Harrison said. "I wasn't staying focused on the mound. I would get in trouble early and was trying to pitch around guys instead of pitching to contact."

He returns to the O.co Coliseum mound today as a 10-game winner for the first time in his career. Those two bad starts have been the most beneficial of this season, as he has learned that he's only one pitch away from getting out of trouble.

Oftentimes that one pitch has produced two outs. Harrison leads the major leagues in double-play grounders with 28 and is two shy of the single-season club mark shared by Kevin Brown and Rick Honeycutt.

"More times than not, I've been able to get a ground ball," Harrison said. "If you can get two outs with one pitch, it keeps your pitch count down and keeps you out of big innings."

The pitch most responsible for the double plays has been his sinker, though some have been turned on changeups and sliders. Harrison has always thrown the sinker, but he has commanded it much better this season.

"I know where I need to start it to get where I need to throw it," he said. "I'm not afraid to throw it behind in the count anymore. I've learned to spot it down and away, and what I need to do to get it there."

Gentry waits

Manager Ron Washington isn't sure when he will get Craig Gentry his first start in center field after he spent two weeks on the concussion list. It might not be until the Rangers face their next left-handed starter next weekend at Chicago.

For now, Washington is planning to use the right-handed-hitting Gentry as a defensive replacement, as he did Friday night, or as a pinch runner. Gentry has swiped 12 bases without being caught.

"If I feel anybody needs a break, maybe," Washington said. "I'll use Gentry how I'm able to. I'll see if I can get him a day at some point."

Gentry was activated Thursday after he spent time on the DL his fifth concussion. A few have been suffered after banging into an outfield wall. The latest was caused by his head hitting Toronto second baseman Aaron Hill in the thigh while diving into second base.

"I just try not to think about anything like that," he said. "When you think about getting hurt, you'll mess up. I try not to let anything like that get in my head."

Catchers stay hot

The Mike Napoli-Yorvit Torrealba rotation at catcher and designated hitter continues to work well for the Rangers, and Ron Washington has no plans of abandoning it before Adrian Beltre returns from the disabled list and gives the Rangers another right-handed bat.

But the two catchers haven't just been producing against lefties. Torrealba has an 11-game hitting streak, and Napoli entered Saturday hitting .385 since July 4.

Torrealba caught the first two games of the Oakland series but will DH today as Napoli gets back behind the plate. A third catcher, Taylor Teagarden, is available in case Washington wants to give Torrealba or Napoli a day off.

"This way, each one of them gets a chance to continue to swing the bat," Washington said. "Without that right-handed bat from Beltre in there, this gives me the opportunity to do that. Plus, they're hot."

Resiliency is what Rangers manager rates No. 1 about club

Posted Saturday, Aug. 13, 2011 

A quiet Saturday morning at O.co Coliseum became the right time for Texas Rangers manager Ron Washington to reveal what he believes his team is doing best while locked in a close race for the American League West title with the Angels.

His answer shouldn't come as a shock, especially after the Rangers rallied late for victories three times during their last homestand.

"How resilient they are," Washington said. "They're focused on what they have to do. They don't get too high, and they don't get too low. That's what I like."

The Rangers were labeled as a resilient bunch last year, especially with the way they tackled Tampa Bay and New York in the postseason when many had counted them out.

The run to the playoffs, and the run through the postseason to the World Series, has given the Rangers more resolve this season, said Washington. Players understand the task at hand with the second-place Los Angeles Angels staying close in the West race.

A four-game series at Anaheim awaits the Rangers this week, but no one is looking that far ahead.

"There's no substitute for experience," Washington said. "If we have to go heads up, then let's go heads up. But right now we're playing Oakland. Their focus is here. When we get to Anaheim, we'll play Anaheim."

-- Jeff Wilson

Rangers prospect making most of second chance with Frisco RoughRiders

Posted Sunday, Aug. 14, 2011 

By Drew Davison

FRISCO -- Robbie Ross had a forgettable night when he made his Double A debut on Sept. 11, 2010. He allowed seven runs over three innings in a playoff loss for the RoughRiders.

Ross admitted the nerves and playoff atmosphere got the best of him that night. The nerves, however, have been put to rest this time around.

Ross has pitched well in his first two starts for Frisco since being promoted from High A Myrtle Beach earlier this month. He allowed three runs over six innings against Midland on Aug. 4, and followed that up by allowing three runs over seven innings against Northwest Arkansas on Wednesday.

"It was nice to get that experience last year, but I feel like I've made the right adjustments this year," Ross said. "Hitters up here are a lot more patient, and you have to change up the consistency of some of your pitches. Guys up here can crush, and you've got to understand that and not always try and overpower them."

That's one reason that Ross is developing a curveball. Since joining the Rangers' organization as a 2008 second-round draft pick, Ross has primarily relied on his fastball and slider. He also has a changeup, but he is still working on slowing it down to make it a more effective pitch.

With the curveball, it's safe to say Ross is starting from scratch. He threw one in high school, but not on a consistent basis.

"I just want to get something I can flip in there for a first-pitch strike," the 22-year-old Ross said. "Just to keep the hitters off my fastball or slider. It's something I'm going to have to keep working on this season, in the off-season and in spring training."

Ross had been watching how left-hander Robbie Erlin threw his curveball earlier this season when both were at Myrtle Beach. Erlin moved to Double A before Ross, and then was packaged in a deal the Rangers sent the Padres to acquire reliever Mike Adams.

Ross had become good friends with Erlin, but he understands the business side of baseball. And he never begrudged Erlin the quicker promotion.

"I was never like, 'I deserve this over him,'" Ross said. "I wish I would've been first, but I wasn't jealous or anything like that. It just made me want to work harder.

Because Erlin, along with 2008 fourth-round draft pick Joe Wieland, was sent to the Padres in the Adams trade, Ross had a chance to slide into the RoughRiders' rotation. He had pitched well enough at the High A level, too, going 9-4 with a 2.26 ERA in 21 appearances, including 20 starts.

"He's much improved," Frisco manager Steve Buechele said. "He's attacking hitters the way you'd like to see a young kid go about it. He's not overwhelmed with Double A one bit, and he had a taste of it last year. The success he had this year at Myrtle Beach really reinforced that confidence that he could come in here and get people out."

In 123 1/3 innings with Myrtle Beach, he struck out 98 and issued 28 walks. He also gave up only one home run.

But, at Double A, Ross has given up home runs in each of his first two starts. That's highly uncharacteristic for Ross, who allowed only six home runs in 2010 and five in 2009, his first professional season.

"It's funny because Joe Wieland [who had been promoted to Frisco in late June] called me before and warned me that the ball flies here," Ross said. "I hung a slider on the first one, and then I just threw a fastball in the wrong spot on the second one. But it happens, it's a part of baseball."

Elsewhere on the farm

Frisco right-hander Neil Ramirez, who was shut down for approximately three weeks with shoulder stiffness, pitched well in his second start back. He threw three scoreless innings, allowing no hits, against Northwest Arkansas on Thursday.

Frisco DH Michael Bianucci belted his team-leading 27th home run on Wednesday, second most in the Texas League.

Triple A Round Rock right-hander Mark Hamburger made his first professional start Friday, throwing four scoreless innings against Sacramento. He allowed one hit with one walk and five strikeouts.

MLB Insider: Mariners are good-pitch, no-hit

Posted Sunday, Aug. 14, 2011 

By Jeff Wilson

Pinpointing where the 2011 Seattle Mariners went wrong is debatable.

The existential thinkers -- or maybe just the most bitter -- will argue that the Mariners started on their current path the day Chone Figgins signed a five-year, $45 million contract.

Others will point to July 9, 2010, when the Cliff Lee trade with the Rangers signaled that Seattle was looking to rebuild with quality, affordable young players.

One day this season, June 21, should figure also into the discussion. The Mariners were 37-35, one game behind the Rangers in the American League West, and held a 5-1 lead entering the ninth inning at Washington.

The Rangers were trailing Houston 4-2 at the seventh-inning stretch.

Seattle blew the lead and has gone 13-31 since. The Rangers rallied, winning on a Mitch Moreland homer to start the 11th, and have gone 27-17.

That one-game deficit the Mariners faced has grown to 16 games. One loss didn't push the Mariners into rebuild mode. The 17 straight they lost last month only cemented the path.

Seattle was going to get to the point they have reached because pitching alone can't sustain a team. The Mariners have had the pitching, but the worst offense in baseball hasn't offered anywhere close to enough run support.

"We're just not scoring runs," first baseman Justin Smoak said Tuesday, three days before suffering a broken nose on a grounder against Boston.

"Early on guys we're doing things here and there, and we are able to push some runs across. It got to the point where everybody was trying to get a guy in instead of just being yourself."

The six runs Seattle scored Tuesday at Rangers Ballpark, and even the four they scored Wednesday and Friday, rate as a hit parade.

It's tough to blame the young players, like Smoak, who are trying to find their way in the big-league world. No one else has hit, either.

Figgins is an easy and very deserving target to blame, but Ichiro Suzuki can't get off scot-free. The former MVP and nine-time All-Star looks disinterested as much as it looks like age might be starting to catch up to him.

But those two didn't exactly have much veteran support around them. Jack Cust and Milton Bradley were being counted on as run producers, roles they had filled on only a few occasions.

Adam Kennedy is their No. 5 hitter.

An offense that was never built to succeed has become an epic failure. Should the Mariners finish with the .229 average they carried into the weekend, they would be the worst-hitting team since Toronto hit .226 in 1981.

Smoak, the Rangers' first-round pick who was dealt away in the Lee deal, has endured some struggles after a good start to his first full big-league season.

After pushing his average to .315 on May 5 after a 3-1 home victory over the Rangers, his average has plunged to .221. He hasn't homered since June 12.

His swing is a work in progress.

"I'm just trying to shorten my swing and be on time," said Smoak, who didn't play against the Rangers because of a bad left thumb. "It seems like I've been a little in between -- late on the fastball and swinging at bad off-speed pitches."

The Mariners' clubhouse is full of young arms, like Michael Pineda and Irving's Blake Beavan, and young hitters, like Smoak, who are taking some lumps and likely will for another season or two.

Despite the woes this season, Smoak said that he is excited to see what's going to happen when the Mariners' youngsters finally figure things out.

"There's always the learning curve for everybody, so that's going to mean a lot of ups and downs," he said. "We're seeing what everybody can do, and we'll just go from there and try to finish the year as strong as we can."

O.co has got to go

Rangers first-base coach Gary Pettis grew up in Oakland, remembers when the A's moved from Kansas City in 1968, and attended games when Reggie Jackson and Catfish Hunter were helping them dominate in the early 1970s.

Those memories are shared by fans who don't want to see the club move south down Interstate 880 to a new stadium in San Jose or Fremont.

"When they first moved out here, it was an exciting time," Pettis said. "Fortunately for the city, they played very well. For all of us that remember all those years, you would like to see the team stay here."

But owner Lew Wolff is dug in for a move, and is waiting for an MLB committee to sort out a territorial issue between the A's and Giants or to see if Oakland can even support the club with a new stadium.

For all the uproar that C.J. Wilson created with his comments about the shrinking fan base and questionable mound conditions, no one has said that he is wrong.

The O.co has got to go. That might mean that some feelings are going to get hurt.

"The people that own the club have to do what's best for them," Pettis said. "As a fan, you would like to see them stay. Nobody wants to lose a major-league team. They're going to gain some new fans, but they may lose some old ones."

Second to none

The Rangers' past three series have provided a glimpse at the three best second-base prospects in a league that is already nicely stocked at the position.

In Oakland, Jemile Weeks was so highly regarded that the A's felt compelled to trade away second-base fixture Mark Ellis. Weeks doesn't have the pop of older brother Rickie, Milwaukee's second baseman, but he has plenty of speed.

"He looks like a kid that can hit any pitch," Rangers manager Ron Washington said. "His swing can get a little big, but I think with time he'll learn what his job is. He needs to realize that being a little smarter can be better than his talents, but that's growth also."

Dustin Ackley is part of the Mariners' young talent core. He showed well last week with the bat and the glove at Rangers Ballpark. The majority of his .298 average and his 20 extra base hits have come from the No. 3 hole, a spot normally reserved for established hitting stars like, oh, Josh Hamilton.

The last to arrive in the majors has impressed the most, albeit in a small sampling. Jason Kipnis has had a productive first 17 games (.278, 6 HR, 11 RBIs) for Cleveland, which is trying to catch Detroit in the AL Central. He went 5 for 5 with a homer Wednesday against the Tigers.

Sign-gate

Toronto players, and even former player Vernon Wells, have dismissed the report of an elaborate sign-stealing scheme involving a man dressed in white in the Rogers Centre stands.

This isn't the first time the Blue Jays have been accused of swiping signals from the catcher. The White Sox have squawked loudest about it. Only last month, Yankees catcher Russell Martin thought the Blue Jays were up to no good.

The Rangers ended July at Toronto. Their suspicions had been raised, and that was before the report was published but after the Yankees had cried foul. So, catchers Mike Napoli and Taylor Teagarden gave multiple signs at all times, even when no one was on base.

"I'm not into that," Washington said. "I'd like to see a hitter stand at that plate, spend time trying to see someone get the sign, and then be able to pick up the pitcher and hit it. I'm not saying nothing is going on, but that's pretty tough to do."
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Fraley: Josh Hamilton slides to Uehara's rescue in 7th inning

By GERRY FRALEY

Published 13 August 2011 09:30 PM

OAKLAND, Calif. — Koji Uehara pitched for 10 seasons with the powerful Yomiuri Giants of the Japan Central League. He saw the talent-laden American League East up close for 2 1/2 seasons while with Baltimore.

In two weeks with the Rangers, Uehara has seen something new and wonderful: a large, power-hitting outfielder who seemingly catches everything hit into the air.

Josh Hamilton has been a revelation to Uehara.

“A lot of people focus on his hitting, the offensive side,” Uehara said Saturday through an interpreter. “I believe he is a very good defensive player, too. He can do anything.”

On this day, Hamilton provided the run-saving, spirits-lifting, game-altering catch in left field during the seventh inning.

Held hitless for 5 1/3 innings by Oakland’s Trevor Cahill , the Rangers roused themselves in the late innings for a 7-1 win at the Coliseum. The victory pushed their lead in the American League West to three games over the Los Angeles Angels.

Without a superb play by Hamilton, the ending could have been much different.

“You never know if he doesn’t catch up with that ball what that inning turns into,” manager Ron Washington said. “I know it was a huge play.”

The situation unfolded with the Rangers leading 2-0 on RBI doubles by Ian Kinsler in the sixth and Mike Napoli in the seventh. Starter Colby Lewis , who had exceptional command of a sub-90-mph fastball, departed with one out and a runner at second. David DeJesus cut the lead to 2-1 with a run-scoring double against reliever Darren Oliver.

Washington went to Uehara, the seventh-inning reliever since being acquired from Baltimore. He struck out Conor Jackson on a split-finger fastball, but Ryan Sweeney stunned the Rangers with a drive to left. The Rangers had Hamilton playing shallow and toward the line, putting him far from the ball.

“Turn and go,” Hamilton said of his initial response.

He turned and went in a hurry. Hamilton raced to the warning track, looking back all the way to follow the ball in flight. Near the end, the ball began to slice away, forcing Hamilton to twist his upper body backward. He made a sliding catch on the track.

If the ball gets past Hamilton, the score is tied, and the Rangers wonder where they went wrong. Instead, it was end of inning and end of game.

“Thank God he caught it,” Uehara said.

Fortified by Hamilton’s play, the Rangers pushed the lead to 5-1 with three runs in the eighth against the Oakland bullpen. Hamilton drove in a run with a hard single off embattled third baseman Scott Sizemore and also scored in the inning.

“That’s how a game gets turned,” Oakland manager Bob Melvin said of Hamilton’s play. “You make a play like that, and all of the sudden everything about your day seems better. That’s a game-changer.”

The catch showed Hamilton’s savvy. He took a good route to the ball, showed the speed to make up ground and had the concentration to stay focused as he approached the wall. The only thing missing was a display of his strong arm.

Hamilton is a high-quality defensive player because of his skills and his eagerness to play the field. He enjoys outfield defense as much as hitting.

“I love helping my pitcher out,” Hamilton said. “There’s nothing better than running down a ball, or throwing somebody out.”

Hamilton’s play stood in stark contrast to Oakland’s defensive effort. The Athletics had four errors, all by infielders, and passed the Rangers for the AL lead in errors with 98. The Rangers have 96 errors, but they also have a game-changing outfielder in Josh Hamilton.

Quick pitch: Josh Hamilton provides key moment with his glove

By SportsDayDFW.com

Published 14 August 2011 12:56 AM

The Texas Rangers' four-game series at the Los Angeles Angels lost a bit of luster on Saturday.

Before the Rangers began play at Oakland, the Angels lost at Toronto with ace right-hander Jered Weaver pitching. The Rangers responded by starting slowly before pulling away for a 7-1 win at the Coliseum.

The results pushed the Rangers' lead in the American League West to three games, the largest it has been since July 26. This also marked the first time the Rangers won on the same day that the Angels lost since July 25.

Right-hander Colby Lewis, who worked into the seventh inning, said Angels' loss had no impact on the Rangers' performance.

"We've got a lot of games left with them,'' Lewis said. "We can't worry about them. We have to take care of ourselves.''

Oakland starter Trevor Cahill held the Rangers hitless for 5 1/3 innings. The Rangers erupted for 11 hits in the final 3 2/3 innings. That includes a pair of doubles, which produced three runs, by Ian Kinsler.

"Grinding,'' manager Ron Washington said of the offense's in-game recovery. "The thing that kept everything in perspective was the Colby was just as good.''

• Big moment

Leading 2-1 with two outs and a runner at second in the seventh, the Rangers had left fielder Josh Hamilton play shallow with Ryan Sweeney batting. Sweeney surprised the Rangers by driving a Koji Uehara pitch deep to left.

Hamilton saved the run and the lead with a running catch at the warning track. On the mound, Uehra clapped his glove in approval of the play.

"Josh brings more than just offense,'' manager Ron Washington said. "There are many parts of the game that he can be a part of.''

• Key decision

Oakland manager Bob Melvin had Cahill start the eighth even thought he was showing signs of fatigue. Endy Chavez led off the inning with a single and scored on Elvis Andrus' double, which knocked Cahill out of the game.

Cahill faced the minimum through 5 1/3 hitless innings. He gave up a hit to seven of the final 13 batters faced.

• Statistically speaking

At 68-52, the Rangers are a season-high 16 games over .500.

• Trivia and minutiae

Yorvit Torrealba had the Rangers' first hit, a single in the sixth that extended his hitting streak to 11 games. ... Lewis is 6-1 with a 2.96 ERA in his last 11 starts. ... Michael Young had a run-scoring single in the eighth, pushing his hitting streak to 12 games. ... Kinsler has 12 RBIs in his last seven games. ... Lewis did not allow a homer for the first time in five starts.

Gerry Fraley

Offense from catcher position is an added benefit for Ron Washington

By GERRY FRALEY

Published 13 August 2011 09:33 PM

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Rangers’ improved offense from catcher showed itself in another way Saturday.

A catcher, Yorvit Torrealba , broke up the no-hit bid of Oakland right-hander Trevor Cahill. Torrealba reached on a single with one out in the sixth inning of the Rangers’ 7-1 win at the Coliseum.

“I knew we didn’t have a hit, but I wasn’t worried,” said Torrealba, who has an 11-game hitting streak. “It’s nice to break up a no-hitter, but it’s really just a hit.”

The additions of Torrealba and Mike Napoli have given the Rangers a pair of catchers with offensive skills. Rangers catchers, including the little-used Taylor Teagarden, are hitting .288 with 14 homers, 51 RBIs and an .802 OPS (on-base plus slugging percentage.) A year ago, the Rangers’ catchers hit .212 with 13 homers, 59 RBIs and a .605 OPS.

A year ago, the Rangers started out with a pair of young catchers: Jarrod Saltalamacchia and Teagarden. They had to devote most of their energies to defense and had little left for the offensive end of the game.

Manager Ron Washington wants his catchers to focus on defense and working with pitchers. Getting offense from the position is a bonus.

“It just so happens that these two guys do both,” Washington said of Napoli and Torrealba. “They’re able to swing the bat. They have the experience that allows them to get the separation in their game that our young kids couldn’t get.”

Washington has kept Torrealba’s bat in the lineup by giving him 21 at-bats as the designated hitter. In his only other season in the American League, Torrealba had three at-bats at DH with Seattle in 2005.

Rangers-A's, 3:05 p.m.: Matt Harrison battles Rich Harden as Rangers eye sweep in Oakland

By GERRY FRALEY

Published 13 August 2011 09:54 PM

Rangers starter: LHP Matt Harrison (10-8, 3.06 ERA) gave up two runs in seven innings during a win against Seattle on Monday. Harrison is 4-1 with a 2.61 ERA in his last seven starts. Harrison got two double-play grounders against Seattle and leads the majors with 28 double-play pitches. Harrison is 1-1 with a 3.86 ERA for two starts against Oakland this season, and he is 4-1 with a 3.66 ERA lifetime against the Athletics.

Matchup of note: Catcher Kurt Suzuki will be back in the lineup Sunday. He is 5-for-11 with a solo homer lifetime against Harrison.

Oakland starter: RHP Rich Harden (3-2, 4.07 ERA) allowed one run in seven innings for a win at Toronto on Tuesday. Harden has swing-and-miss stuff again. He had eight strikeouts against Toronto and is averaging 9.6 strikeouts per nine innings this season. He has held left-handed hitters to a .179 average. Harden gave up five runs in five innings during a loss to the Rangers, his club last season, on July 7.

Matchup of note: Harden has had more success against Michael Young than most. Young is hitting only .273 for 33 career at-bats against Harden.

Rangers don’t focus on Angels

By GERRY FRALEY

Published 14 August 2011 03:12 AM

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Rangers began play knowing the Los Angeles Angels , with ace Jered Weaver, had lost at Toronto. The victory marked the first time since July 25 the Rangers won on a day when the Angels lost. Just a coincidence, Washington said.

“We were focusing on playing Oakland,” Washington said. “We couldn’t think like that, facing [Trevor] Cahill. We knew they lost, but all we could do is continue to take care of our business.”

The Rangers open a four-game series at the Angels on Monday night. Angels manager Mike Scioscia settled on rookie right-hander Garrett Richards to start the opener.

Richards, 23, was 12-2 with a 3.06 ERA in the Double-A Texas League but gave up six runs in five innings during his major league debut at the New York Yankees on Wednesday.

Finally a win for Rangers' Wilson

By GERRY FRALEY

Published 14 August 2011 03:13 AM

OAKLAND, Calif. — C.J. Wilson’s first start against Oakland since disparaging the ballpark and its limited fan base turned into a tame event Friday night. There were boos from the crowd of 20,288, but the mood was less than angry.

For the Rangers, the more relevant development was that Wilson won for the first time in five starts. He worked six innings in the 9-1 victory.

“You go a month without winning a game …,” Wilson said. “I won a go-kart race the other day. It was the first thing I’d won in a while, so I was pretty stoked. You’ve got to go on what you’ve got to go on.”

Briefly: Washington plans to have Napoli catch Matt Harrison in the series finale. Harrison is 7-2 with a 1.48 ERA with Napoli as the catcher. … What do Rangers president and Hall of Famer Nolan Ryan and Los Angeles Dodgers right-hander Nathan Eovaldi have in common? Both are from Alvin, Texas. Eovaldi, 21, jumped from the Double-A Southern League to the Dodgers’ rotation this week and is 1-0 with a 1.64 ERA in two starts.

Around the American League West

By Gerry Fraley / Reporter

2:00 AM on Sun., Aug. 14, 2011

A look at Saturday's developments elsewhere in the American League West:

LOS ANGELES ANGELS : The Angels increasingly do not look like a playoff club. In addition to falling three games behind the Texas Rangers with an 11-2 loss at Toronto , the Angels are down to 3.85 runs per game. The last team to make the playoffs after producing fewer than four runs per game in the regular was the 1988 Los Angeles Dodgers . The catcher for that pitching-rich team was Mike Scioscia, now the Angels' manager.

OAKLAND: Second baseman Jemile Weeks has shown himself to be a defensive liability. He had two errors on one slapstick play during a 7-1 loss to the Rangers and has 11 errors in 56 games overall. That is the most by an Athletics second baseman since Mark Ellis had 14 errors -- in 154 games -- in 2003.

SEATTLE: The Mariners promoted all-or-nothing slugger Wily Mo Pena from Triple-A Tacoma to replace first baseman Justin Smoak, on the disabled list because of a broken nose. Smoak incurred the injury when hit in the face by a bad-hop grounder from Jarrod Saltalamacchia in Friday's game.

Pena started at first base in a 5-4 win over Boston and went 0-for-4 with two strikeouts. For his major-league career, Pena has averaged a homer every 21.6 at-bats and a strikeout every 3.3 at-bats.

ESPN DALLAS

Rapid Reaction: Rangers 7, A's 1

August, 13, 2011

By ESPNDallas.com

With the Angels getting slammed earlier in the day by the Blue Jays, the Rangers jumped on the chance to take a three-game AL West lead in Oakland.

Colby Lewis got the better of an early pitching duel with the A's Trevor Cahill, allowing just three hits in 6 1/3 innings. Lewis earned his 11th win with an effective slider that he used to strike out eight.

Cahill outlasted Lewis by an inning but could not overcome his team's sloppy fielding. Oakland committed four errors that came mostly on wild throws to first and accounted for one unearned run. The A's also had two wild pitches.

- The first two Oakland hits came courtesy of Jemile Weeks and came five innings apart. The A's second baseman took the first pitch he saw down the right-field line for a leadoff triple, but Colby Lewis retired the next three batters and left Weeks stranded. Lewis would retire 17 straight batters between Weeks' triple and his sixth-inning double.

- The A's Trevor Cahill faced the minimum through five, although Elvis Andrus reached second on a throwing error by shortstop Eric Sogard. Andrus was caught in a rundown when catcher Landon Powell dropped a pitch but recovered in time to throw to third. A tentative Andrus, who had taken off for third, was tagged out heading back to second base.

- The Rangers broke through against Cahill with a hit and a run in the sixth, but an apparent blown call limited Texas. Yorvit Torrealba singled to right field and later attempted to steal second. He appeared to avoid the tag of A's shortstop Eric Sogard but was called out by second base umpire Ted Barrett, even though TV replays showed the tag was missed by about six inches. Torrealba and Rangers manager Ron Washington argued to no avail. Endy Chavez, who was batting when Torrealba was called out, reached on a throwing error by Weeks and made it to second. Ian Kinsler brought him home with a double down the left-field line to give the Rangers a 1-0 lead.

- Josh Hamilton, whose daytime struggles are well chronicled, led off the seventh with a single off Cahill and made his way to second on a wild pitch. He took third on a hard shot by Nelson Cruz to A's third baseman Scott Sizemore, who struggled to handle it. Mike Napoli doubled Hamilton home for a 2-0 Rangers lead.

- Rangers reliever Darren Oliver, who came in for Lewis after Josh Willingham's leadoff double in the bottom of the seventh, allowed a double to David DeJesus to put Oakland on the board. Oliver has allowed seven of 24 inherited runners to score. Koji Uehara finished the inning for the Rangers.

- The Rangers would make it 5-1 in the eighth with three runs. Andrus' double scored Endy Chavez and knocked out Cahill. Hamilton followed with an infield single that produced another wild throw to first that went all the way to the dugout. The error allowed Andrus to score. Michael Young's opposite-field single scored Hamilton and extended his hitting streak to 12 games.

- Kinsler added RBIs No. 2 and 3 of the afternoon with a double in the ninth, giving the Rangers a 7-1 lead.

- After walking the leadoff batter in the ninth, Neftali Feliz retired the next three batters to end the game.

How Colby Lewis beat the A's

August, 14, 2011

By Richard Durrett

The fastball was key to Colby Lewis' success on Saturday against Oakland. Lewis allowed one run on three hits in 6 1/3 innings pitched with eight strikeouts and no walks in the Rangers' 7-1 win. The victory put the Rangers three games up on the Angels.

ESPN Stats & Information had this note about Lewis' outing:

* Lewis held Oakland hitters to 1-for-13 in at-bats ending with his fastball on Saturday. He put hitters away, as the A's were 0-for-8 with two strikes in at-bats ending with the fastball, including five of his eight strikeouts.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rangers extend lead in AL West

August 13, 2011

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Colby Lewis' first pitch was hit for a triple. After that little blip, the right-hander was quite stingy.

Lewis retired 17 in a row after Jemile Weeks' leadoff hit, including five consecutive strikeouts during one stretch, and the Texas Rangers beat the Oakland Athletics 7-1 on Saturday.

"Not giving them the momentum to start the game off ... it was big," said Lewis, who combined with four relievers on the five-hitter. "I don't know what the percentage is on that scoring but for me it was a big deal leaving a man on third base and keeping the score 0-0 for a while."

Pitching on five days' rest, Lewis (11-8) allowed one run and three hits over 6 1-3 innings while striking out eight. He did not walk a batter while beating his former team for the third time this season.

Ian Kinsler had two hits and three RBIs for Texas, which increased its AL West lead to three games over the Los Angeles Angels.

The Rangers scored all seven of their runs over the final four innings but manager Ron Washington said the tone of the game was set when Lewis pitched out of the jam in the first.

"That let us know right there he had his stuff," Washington said. "He did a great job out there. He and (Trevor) Cahill locked horns for five innings, and then in the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth we put runs up."

Mike Napoli and Elvis Andrus hit run-scoring doubles off Cahill as the Rangers (68-52) moved a season-best 16 games over .500 with their seventh consecutive victory over Oakland.

Weeks singled, doubled and tripled for the A's.

Oakland manager Bob Melvin had his team take infield before the game but it didn't seem to help much. The A's committed four errors, had two wild pitches and lost for the seventh time in 11 games.

"It just seems to snowball," Melvin said of his team's defense. "At some point in time we'll get it right. We had four errors but we really played worse than that."

Oakland's four errors -- all coming in the infield -- led to only one unearned run but extended several innings. It's the fourth time this season the A's have had four or more errors in a game.

It also spoiled what was an otherwise solid outing by Cahill (9-11), who faced the minimum through five innings and carried a no-hitter into the sixth before Yorvit Torrealba's one-out single gave the Rangers their second baserunner.

Torrealba, who extended his hitting streak to 11 games, was thrown out trying to steal second but the Rangers still scored after two errors by Weeks on Endy Chavez's grounder to second kept the inning alive.

Kinsler followed with a run-scoring double down the left-field line.

"The key was Colby keeping us in the game and throwing the ball the way he did," Kinsler said. "He matched (Cahill) inning for inning and gave us a chance.

The Rangers made it 2-0 when Josh Hamilton singled leading off the seventh, took second on a wild pitch and scored on Napoli's double.

Andrus doubled in Chavez in the eighth and scored on a throwing error by third baseman Scott Sizemore. Michael Young added an RBI single to make it 5-1.

Cahill has lost six of his last seven decisions. The right-hander allowed four runs, three earned, and seven hits.

"It just wasn't a good overall game," Cahill said. "It was frustrating that I started off so well and I wasn't able to finish. That's the toughest part. Colby has always thrown the ball well against me."

Lewis, who hadn't won since July 22, headed for the dugout after Josh Willingham doubled in the seventh. David DeJesus hit an RBI double off Darren Oliver, but Koji Uehara came in and struck out pinch-hitter Conor Jackson before Hamilton made a sliding catch at the warning track on Ryan Sweeney's fly ball to left to end the inning.

The A's couldn't get much else going and only made things worse with a steady stream of shaky plays in the field.

Kinsler, who was batting only .148 over his previous 15 games, had a two-run double in the ninth.

NOTES: Rangers closer Neftali Feliz worked the ninth and has pitched three scoreless innings since blowing a save opportunity against Cleveland on Aug. 6. ... Texas' 68 wins are the second-most in club history after 120 games. Only the 1999 team, which was 71-49, had more. ... Weeks' triple was the first by an Oakland player on the first pitch of a game since Rickey Henderson did it against Detroit on June 25, 1990. ... The A's called up INF Brandon Allen and inserted him in the starting lineup at 1B. Allen was part of the July 31 trade that sent reliever Brad Ziegler to Arizona. ... Oakland also called up RHP Bruce Billings from the minors and optioned INF Adam Rosales and LHP Jordan Norberto to Triple-A Sacramento. ... A's RHP Brandon McCarthy, who was knocked out of Friday's game after being hit near his right knee by a line drive from Chavez in the fourth inning, said he's still sore but the injury doesn't appear to be serious. ... LHP Matt Harrison (10-8) pitches for Texas on Sunday in the series finale while RHP Rich Harden (3-2) goes for Oakland. Harrison, who has won four of his last five decisions, is 1-1 against the A's this season. Harden, the subject of trade rumors just before the deadline, is coming off his best start of the year but has allowed a home run in all seven of his starts.
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