New York Yankees Clips
Saturday, May 26, 2012






ESPN.com

Yankees find happy place in Oakland, hand A's third straight loss

Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. -- The New York Yankees knew it would just be a matter of time until their
big bats finally started connecting.

Mark Teixeira and Nick Swisher hit two-run homers to help the Yankees win for the seventh straight
time in Oakland, beating the Athletics 6-3 on Friday night.

Robinson Cano also homered and Ivan Nova (5-2) allowed three runs in seven innings to give the
Yankees their third straight win following a stretch of six losses in seven games. The Yankees have hit six
homers in the past two games.

"The last few games have been good for us," Teixeira said. "We're used to scoring that many runs. It's
kind of more normal for us. ... We're a team that's used to hitting a lot of them and we'd like to hit a
little bit more."

Tyson Ross (2-5) allowed the three long balls, which proved to be too much for Oakland's struggling
offense to overcome as the A's lost their third straight game. Josh Reddick and Kila Ka'aihue hit solo

homers for Oakland.

The Yankees have overwhelmed the A's of late, especially in Oakland. Their last loss at the Coliseum
came on April 22, 2010, in a game remembered for the dustup between Alex Rodriguez and Dallas
Braden over A-Rod's jog across Braden's mound after a foul ball.

There were no such controversies this game as the Yankees' bats show signs of waking up after scoring
just 15 runs during that recent seven-game stretch. But some of their struggling high-priced stars have
come through of late. Rodriguez homered twice in a win Wednesday against Kansas City to give him
seven homers, and Teixeira connected against the Athletics.

"These guys are too good for this to continue to go on," manager Joe Girardi said. "All clubs go through
it at times and it's no fun when you're going through it. It feels like, '"When is it going to end?"'
sometimes. We're starting to swing the bats better."

Home runs are a good sign for the Yankees, who are 24-11 when they go deep and winless in 10 games
without a home run, and they had little trouble going deep against Ross.

Rafael Soriano pitched the ninth for his fourth save in as many opportunities.

New York scored three unearned runs in the third thanks to an error by center fielder Coco Crisp. Cano's
drive with two outs and a man on first hit off Crisp's glove for a two-base error that scored Curtis
Granderson. Teixeira followed with his sixth homer to make it 3-0.



a V"Those three runs that s the dlfference in the ballgame rlght there " Crlsp sald “We are playlng a team F R _
S of hlgh callber You want to go out there as SO|Id as possnble From the defenswe end ‘we ve been domg SR
i great jOb You get a couple of plays that don t end up the way they re supposed to they can play a blg ,

g part in the game

L After Reddlck h|t a solo homer |n the bottom of the fourth for Oakland the Yankees broke |t open in thej o

o fifth wnth a solo shot by Cano and & two-run homer from Swnsher to make it 6-1 and knock out Ross '
' 7 That ended a stretch of 63 stralght at- bats wnthout a homer for- Swrsher 'g : BT - I

A"Durlng the season you have a Iot of hlghs and a lot of lows " Swisher sa|d "The past couple weeks for C .

B us haven t been exactIy what we wanted " N L S
o ,:Ross allowed six runs < three earned - and 11 h|ts in 4 1/3 lnnlngs as hIS struggles agalnst Ieftles
e contmued He aIIowed nlne hItS in 15 at bats against Ieftles and has aIIowed an AL-worst 425 average :

" agamst them thls season
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"You' re gorng to hit balls at people. That's the name of the game sometrmes But home runs don't get caught and

tremendous jOb and we jumped out to that Iead early

' second wrn in. his Iast six: efforts -

: "Hes won a Iot of games for us the Iast two years, and "We. want to get hrm on aroll," Yankees manager Joe. Grrardr

MLBcom ) v, - o

Yankees slug three homers to overwhelm A's
. By Bryan Hoch / MLB.com |-5/26/2012 2 30 AM ET

OAKLAND -- TheYankees have no problem with thinking of themselves as a team that: leans on the home run. When

theirlineup is able to get their power game on track, the results usuaIIy wind up being favorable.

It worked that way on Frrday, as Mark Teixeira, Robrnson Cano and Nick Swrsher homered to help the Yankees open.

a longroad trip in style, outsluggrng the AthIetrcs 6-3 on Frrday at O.co Coliseum for their thrrd strarght victory.

"Home runs are great,” said Terxerra who. hrt one of the Bombers three blasts off Oakland starter Tyson Ross.

"You re gorng 10 go through stretches where you're not gorng to get hits: wrth runners in scoring posrtron
/,

i

we're a team that's used to hrttrng a Iot of them, We'd like to hrt a little bit more.”

Begrnnrng anine- game trek that also takes them to Anaherm and Detrort the Yankees boosted starter Ivan Noya by
shruggrng off the offensrve woes that plagued therr last homestand when hits wrth runners m scorrng positron proved

drft' cult to come by

’

"It's nrce It feeIs Irke we're: all: gettrng Iocked in;" Swrsher said. "But rt starts wrth that good pltchrpg Nova drd such a

R S <
Nova prtched a solid seven rnnrngs of: three <fun baII to post a vrctory for the first time rn three starts Ioggrng just his

Q
l

sard "We thrnk it's rmportant for him to get.on a roll the way he was Iast year It was & good start for hrm tonrght t

i

e

, Nova served up apair of: home runs solo blasts to. Josh Reddrck and KrIa Ka' arhUe but remarned unbeaten rn hrs last

12 starts away from Yankee Stadrum farrng 9 0 wrth a 3. 35 ERA over that span : G

"I m strII [grvrng up] home Funs, strII makrng mrstakes Nova saId "But you know I have to forget about that today We -

- Won, and Ive got to enjoy the wrn and keep workrng hard and try to do better: next trme

New: York got to. Ross makrng his f rst career start agarnst the Yankees for three unearned runs in the thrrd rnnrng

Cano Iaced a Irner to center f eld that Coco Crrsp mrsplayed for: an error, wrth the baII trckrng off his glove as Curtrs

Grandersonscored R S , S



Teixeira made the A's pay for the miscue one batter later, as the slugger unloaded on.a 2-1 pitch for a two-run homer.'
The (bl‘ast was the sixth of the year for Teixeira, who has vowed to go back to his old swing and forget about hitting for

~ average following a sluggish start.”

"We've talked about that, just swinging hard and not worrying about trying to guide the ball anywhere," Teixeira said.

"I"mletting it,go, gota good one up in the zoné tonight and that home run was big for us-and big for me."

Ross escaped a bases-loaded, one-out jam in‘the- fourth by mducing an Alex Rodnguez double play, but he wasn't
o

. Iong for the game, permlttmg 11 hits in 4 2/3 i lnnlngs
: "They re a good- h|tt|ng team and they showed that tonight,” Ross said. "l felt like | was throwmg the ball well early, ,

and then | Ieft some pltch/es up, and they made me'pay for it."

Cano bIasted a solo shot, his snxth to -open the f fth and SW|sher knocked Ross. out ‘with a two-run shot on afull- count

’offerlng, his elghth homer.

: "That feIt great b SW|sher sald "I Just had a dlfferent approach today, jUSt try|ng to drive the ball a I|tt|e more L|ke my h -
L 'grandma always said, 'Just h|t the damn ball | sa|d all r|ght that‘s what Im gomg to try to do
- . : g : N s

- The Athletlcs the Amerlcan League S Iowest—scorlng offense at 3.70: runs per game entenng play-on- Fr|day,

,threatenedagalnst Nova |ntheffth S ' Lo el AT

o Nova who battled a tlght rlght hamstrlng in hls preparatlon for the start was able: to escape W|th just one run sconng,_

opemng the frame permlttlng a Josh Ionaldson smgle and Darlc Barton s double )

uzuk| teed off on a. Iong sacrlf ice: 'ﬂy to center f' eId that Granderson ran down but Nova got the next two outs to—

—:',hold th damage there '

=M have to try to do better 6 ery time: I go out there " Nova said: "I Ilked the way | threw the baII today 1 was more

down [|n the zone] especnally early in the game

. The Yankees have won the|r Iast seven garnes |n Oakland datlng back to JuIy 2010 their Iongest streak smce the
- bU|Id|ng opened in 1968 But more |mportantly for the Yankees they could be pnmed for a blg week ahead
2 "That's what you Want Yo want them to get ona roII and feeI good about themselves Girardt satdL "It}can Iead to-

o -

"blg thlngs n




40 sawrday, May 26,2012

" the first, Josh Redcllck put
'Oakland on the bcard with.
They broke through in. .
the third, getting soime fourth but Nova went back
: help along the way: Curtis . towork retlrmgthe fexttwo
rson. smgled with- batfers to. hold thei3:1 Iéad:
- it Cang’ be]ted a homer to

R ] centerﬁeldto
eira and Swikher : ST then Swisher

‘before striking out Jemile
Weeks o hold ‘the lead at

bullpen
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o :_'Yankees blast three homers to wm 6 3 1n

i a-‘: N :
L ,SATURDAY MAY 26, 2012 SRR

'vr’:;BYPETECALDERA | T

o STAFF WRITER

THE RECORD

o OAKLAN D Cahf A ﬂy ball off the glove of Oakland center ﬁelder Coco CI‘lSp helped the Yankees to: . LT g

L the1r ﬁrst run, and Mark Te1xe1ra followed up by h1tt1ng one that nobody could catch v

. In all the Yankees clubbed three home runs off A s rlght-hander Tyson Ross in a 6 g vmtory before ot
S 33,359 fans Fr1day nlght at Oakland Cohseum the first stop ona three c1ty, 10—game trlp :

We are gomg to be on the road a long t1me, manager J oe G1rard1 sald before the game, hop1ng h1s S

B club m1ght finally ﬁnd sonie tractlon- “We want to get on a roll and that s been hard for us to do (thus . s

far) ”'. - (\

F

o It helped that Ivan Nova went seven mmngs and worked h1s way out of a potentlally damagmg ﬁfth

- Rafael Sorlano posted h1s fourfh save as the Yankees (24 21) won thelr thlrd stralght Slnce the start B
. of the 2008 season the Yanks have beaten Oakland (22 24) 28 tlmes 1n 35 games B B

{00

- Nova also showed 1no: 51gns of be1ng h1ndered by k bone brulse suffered two starts earher or a s 3 .

'.*:»_’i'hamstrmg issue that popped up followmg h1s last start




& off day, to boost h1s recovery from a bronchlal lnfectlon

- base -a gamble tha _he _lost after a soft‘-""op, ﬂy to left couldn thel

. Teixeira, folloWéd up by blasting'amo—irunfshot.to ﬁghti for.his siithfhomer ofthé 'yéar.» o

s G1rard1 had relnstated Telxelra as the No 5 h1tter agalnst the rlght-handed Ross, partly to counter L

’ agalnst Oakland’s lefty rellevers Telxelra has also beneﬁtted from recent rest 1nclud1ng Thursday’ s L o

i After Cano led off the_ ﬁfth w1th h1s smth homer of the year, Telxelra ran: hlmself into an out at thlrd o e

andled by Seth Smlth

' ::‘ But after Smlth threw out Te1xe1ra attemptmg to stretch a double, Raul Ibanez doubled to deep
o center and Sw1sher h1t an opp081te-f1eld homer to left that ended Ross s nlght i

To"tll}iat?pomt, No_va'had?ﬁel&e&d iﬁst.«é,sola.hdmeifby JO.S?h Reddick in thie-.fou‘ft'h- S

-~ With a terrific catch against the center field fence; Granderson helped Nova avoid big trouble in the - - -

. Daric Batton’s double had put runners at second and third with none out when Kurt Suzuki sent. .

' - Granderson on the- run It wound up as a mammoth sacrlﬁce ﬂy, w1th Barton mov1ng to th1rd only; o
S to be stranded there Y . : ' . =

S Nova ended th(e 1nn1ng by freezmg J emlle Weeks ona breaklng pltch for strlke three o

o D‘mng the week NOV&’S hamstrmgvhad becomefii a llttle -tight % G1rard1 sa1d “I don t even know 1f it~ Bt




' :_:WInn|ng streak is- the team s, flrst smce May 10 1»2‘., ffbj -, ) :i,ﬁ f o Sl 1 : ,':i T

R o June by ho'

_ Yankees best Athletics, 6-3; with trio of home runs

Publlshed Saturday,May26,2012,120AM Updated Saturday,May 26,2012,150AM

By Marc Carig/The Star-Ledger =~

o OAKLAND,CaIIf-—Anunapologetlc :Joe_E Girardi-hastaken.to callmg -h:i:s: team"a: homerunhlttmclub . e

' 'It s an approprlate label by the Yankees manager glven h|s Imeup s rellance on the Iong baII But as ’

i the Yankees contmue to struggle h|tt|ng W|th runners ln scorlng p05|t|on the homer happy approach |s’ L

i better than the alternat|ve whlch they proved once more Iast n|ght wh||e beatlng the A s 6 3. '5 R

the opener of a nlnergame road tl"lp W|th a V|ctory, thelr th|rd in: & row overall. The‘rthree game

; Yankees rlght hander Ivan Nova (5 2) |mproved to 9 0 |n h|s Iast 11 road starts datlng back to Iast

flnlgf s to Just three runs in seven |nn|ngs L

' Rafael Soriano worked the nirith for his fourth save. .~

A

: - W|th plenty of run SUpport Nova Ilmlted the Ilstless As offense, wh|ch had collected Just four hltS over' '

- thelr last two games enterlng play Iast mght




: fallure when he h|t |nto a double play

- .outs,. openedgthe{,door f_or T.epxe_;ra.

Nova felt tightness in his hamstring in the days "leading‘up to his start. But the pain wasn't enough to

_keep him from preparing with his normal routine. He looked comfortable last night, even when the A’s

forced him to work out of jams.

Of course, he also faced an offense that ‘offered little resistance. For aII the Yankees'’ struggles with
men in scoring position — they_entered play ranked second to last in the American t_eague with a .233

average — the A’s tied with the Mariners for worst in the AL at .219.

It shoWed as Nova worked Out of trouble in the fifth, when the A’s put runners on second and third

with nobody out, -and came away only with one run'on a Sacrifice fly. The only other dama,ge came

from Josh Reddick, who hit a solo shot in the/fourth. -

Not that the Yankees were without their own imperfections.

N

'In the fourth they put runners on second and thlrd wnth nobody out, and st|II managed to come’ away

|

w:thout scormg a run Alex Rodrlguez, fresh off hls two homer game on Wednesday, amphfled the

- But :as?has;.'béénth,é ‘gaselaflilgs‘e,é’siOh, when t,héfY:a’nkees hit homme runs, they can overcome almost -
- anything.
' The Yankees flrst break came from A's center flelder Coco Crlsp, who in the thlrd |nn|ng mlsplayed a N

'Roblnson Cano IIner, allowmg Curtls Granderson to score from first. The error Wthh came W|th two .

[

_“Hopefully, he gets gomg for us," Yankees manager Joe Gnrardl sald before the game, when he put

<

Telxelra back in hlS customary No 5 spot |n the battlng order

R

' Telxelra responded by pulllng a two-rum homer over the: scoreboard in right: field. Te|X|era s homer

L h|s flrst smce May 14, pushed the Yankees ahead 3 0.
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Yankees go deep to back Nova, beat up
on woeful Oakland

By GEORGE A. KING Il

Last Updated: 6:51 AM, May 26, 2012
Posted: 2:52 AM, May 26, 2012

OAKLAND, Calif. — Before pressing forward into today’s reading experience let's get this up
front: The Athletics reek.

Everybody knew they couldn't hit and last night the A’s showed they are allergic to catching the
ball and can't pitch it, either. Makes you wonder why San Jose, Calif., is lusting for the club.

Of course, the Yankees didn’t decline the mountain of offerings presented by the A’s and took
full advantage of the feeble effort to post a 6-3 victory in front of an announced assembly of
33,559 at the Coliseum, easily the prevalent pigsty on earth.

Oakland center fielder Coco Crisp’s fielding blunder in the third led to three unearned runs.
Tyson Ross gave up 11 hits — three of them home runs — and six runs (three earned) in 4 1/3
innings. And the A’s, who started the game with a pitiful .210 team batting average, didn't
increase it.

“When you get an extra opportunity you want to cash in on it and we did,” Yankees manager
Joe Girardi said of making Crisp’s error on Robinson Cano’s fly ball hurt.

BOX SCORE

lvan Nova, who was pitching with a right hamstring problem and coming off two poor outings,
allowed three runs and six hits in seven innings. He improved to 5-2 and the Yankees are 7-2 in
Nova's nine starts.

“| am not going to say my hamstring is 100 percent but my arm felt good,” said Nova, who
surrendered two homers and has given up a dozen this year after allowing 13 in 27 starts and
one relief appearance last season.

Mark Teixeira, Cano and Nick Swisher homered for the Yankees, who have scored 14 runs the
past two games after plating five in the previous three.

“The last two games have been more normal for us,” said Teixeira, whose cough has
decreased to the point at which he tried unsuccessfully to stretch a fifth-inning double into a
triple.

Swisher homered and doubled to left field from the left side of the plate.



R took a I|tt|e dlfferent approach I trled to. dr|ve the baII more,” 'sald SW|sher who had anice: ..
- pack on his rlght ankle-after the game. He fouled aball off his: foot durlng the home run at—bat in R
the ﬂfth mnmg “Its all rrght you can’t hurt steel " . .. ; »

b _;' : Boone Logan worked a perfect elghth and Rafael Sonano recorded the flnal three outs for h|s | .
e fourth save. : S o - : T

E :;T/h,e jth![d S ralght vrc‘j"ry G oneshort of the Iongest wmnlng streak thls year — allowed the 24— . o




- The LoHud Yankees Blog - http://yankees.lhblogs.com -

' Yankees make it three in a row

Posted By Chad Jennings On May 26, 2012

When they’re at their very best the Yankees arein scormg pOSItIOI"I as soon as they step to the plate.
A lineup full of home run hitters powered its way to a 6-3'win in Oakland tonight, going deep three

~times and giving Ivah Nova his second win since April 20. Mark Teixeira, Robinson Cano and Nick
Swisher each homered.for the Yankees, accounting for all but one of the runs they. scored. The ’

Yankees first run scored on.an error by, center fielder Coco Crisp. Nova allowed three: runs: through

‘seven mmngs, matchlng his’ Iongest outlng of the year. He struck out four and walked one. -



- The LoHud Yankees Blog - http //yankees Ihblogs com -

: Postgame notes' "‘Just hit the damn baIl" o
Posted By Chad Jennmg On May 26 2012 AR ¢
iNo need to compllcate thlngs This Yankees offense isn't at |ts best when it's deIivermg clutch hits W|th )

runners in scorlng p05|t|on Thls Imeup isat its best when it’s hitting baIIs out of the ballpark like it did
tonlght . ;

' “Forget about all the technlque of* it and go. out and concentrate on the baseball ” NICk Swusher sald
T “L|ke my- grandma alwa{ sald J st h|t the dam ball O : ; [

. That s what the Yanke S dvld tonlght 1F|ve of thelr SiX runs came on homers, and thelr two hItS with’
runners in"scol -position were home runs. Roblnson Cano. h|t the 150th of h|s career Swusher hlt his
'f|rst slnce May 6 Mark Telxelra hit hIS second since May 4. .

: “You’re gomg to go through stretches where you re not gomg to get hits W|th runners-in: scormg
position,” Teixeira said. “You're going to hit balls: at. people, that's the name-of the game sometimes.
But home runs don’t get. caught and wé're at team that 5 used to h|tt|ng alot of them We'd I|ke to hit

a Ilttle bit more

[t's’ only the second;tlme
' ack games ¢

m? Five of Teixeira's six home runs this Sea'sonr have come on the foad. .

Ty




)
- ;
. Jeter struck out three times tonlght his first three-strikeout game since May 17 of last year. He had
atotal of three strikeouts:in his past eight games.

3 . [ - R
¢ Eric Chavez was on-the d|sabled list when-the Yankees came to Oakland last season, so this was his
first time playing in his old home ballpark. He was booed in his first at-bat, which surprised me, but
didnt surprise Chavez, “When Jason (Giambi) left, they. asked me,"What do you expect the fans to
do?’” Chavez said. "I sa|d ‘Well, he’s playing for the Yankees They should boo him.’I would ‘expect
the same thmg I wrote the manual o : .

Loe AIthough he was thrown out trying-to stretch for a triple, there was one encouraging signwhen.
‘Teixeira was thrown out at third base during the fifth inning. He wasn’t coughing. “I'm feellng a lot
better,” he said, “The days off have helped: Yesterday was very nice. I'm just trying to make a little
" bit of progress every day " Telxelra sa|d he wouldn’t have been close-to- third base 10 days ado.

. By the way, what was he thlnklng in that situation; W|th no outs? “Man;.1 aIways think I'm faster
than I .am;” Teixeira said. “"We're.up 4-1, whenever it’s a close game or you’re down, you don’t want
to make the first out at third. I just wanted to, push the envelope a: httle bit. Give the left fielder credit,
he turned around and made a nice throw .



\ 8 game clubhouse

- - b Sa.turday, Illay 2672012 :i R ' o e
o Rapld Reactlon Yankees 6 Athletlcs 3 | B
o What it means: That the 11 day, nine- game, three ~city road trrp is: off to a good start although a w1n for

" the Yankees in Oakland is not exactly a ratity; tonlght's 6-3 v1ctory was the1r seventh stralght at the
i Collseum datmg back to July 5 2010 Also the1r thlrd in a row overall T R

Boss-a Nova Ivan Nova worked seven strong 1nn1ngs allowmg three runs. and six h1ts 1o earn h1s ﬁfth
© -~ win of the year against two losses. Only’ nitpick: Two more HRS allowed grvmg h1m 12 in 56 IP thls
; year m 2011 he allowed Just 13 all season (165 1/3 IP) o o

' 4F|reworks nrght Mark Telxelra, Robmson Cano and N 1ck Swrsher all took Tyson Ross out of the

-~ yard; the last. chasmg Ross from the game w1th one out in the ﬁfth Sw1sher had not homered smce May 6,
'f__aspanof63ABs S L e e R E

B the: thrrd but.somehow, the ball glanced off his 'glove for a‘two-base error; It turned out to be: espe(:lally

costly betcaus not only did it score Curtls Gra,_ erson (smgle) 1t kept the 1nn1ng alrve for the next R

- Manan Yankees fans nostalglc for the Bartolomanla' era get a one-day tr1p back m t1me on Saturday, S

o when Ba 5 lo Colon (4 4 4. 09) faces cc Sabat

(52 378)1nr4:'05pm start __fj'_?

] 'fsb, A's centerﬁelder Coco Crlsp seerned to be trackmg Cano s two out 11ner to r1ght-center it




. Saturday, May26 2012 _.,-i?_ﬁ :

Nova limits the damage

- Ivan Nova won’ h1s ﬁfth game of the year ton1ght p1tch1ng seven strong 1nnmgs agamst the -

T Oakland Athletlcs and allowmg three runs and six h1ts in the Yankees 6 3 V1ctory

o "I thmk 1t’s becaus"r

: - 'But two of those hlts were home runs, long ones, too, by J osh Reddlck and Klla Ka alhue ST

Lo cont1nu1ng a d1sturb1ng trend by Nova of surrenderlng long balls ‘He has now. glven up 12 home ._? S

. runsin his ﬁrst nine. starts (56 1nmngs) Just one fewer than he allowed all 1ast season in 165
'[1nn1ngs"-. : T I e T T e D e

e’s been up 1n the zone Som | 'mes and I th1nk that’s an :"djustm" nl ‘he o

o *itreatment and 1t was mu h be tter today 'I‘ akways tell them dont take me out ofthe game let me LT
R Nova s seven: 1nn1ngs matched h1s longest outmg of the year accomphshed tw1ce prev1ously th1s | i : =

R season







. : That was in: the ﬁfth 1nn1ng when after Robmson Cano had led off w1th a home run, Telxelra .
L trled to stretch a double 1nto a trlple and comrmtted the cardmal sin of. makmg the ﬁrst out of an \ -
i 1nn1ng at th1rd base But 1nstead of be1ng annoyed the manager was encouraged i oo

e "I was mostly concerned if he was’ gonna cough after that and I d1dn t see 1t " G1rard1 sa1d In - e
B fact Idldn t see h1m cough much at all today So that's good T

& 'i.; ~Te1xe1ra s two h1ts tonlght d dn't ;o'j much to ralse h1s average whlch is 1angu1sh1ng at ‘231 but 1t e R

- ; 4(]‘7:77.. N : : - - B .
: Mark Telxelra h1t a two—run homer in the th1rd 1nn1ng of Frlday s win over the A’s but it was a

. ~less- ausplclous play that told Joe Glrardl hlS first baseman mlght ﬁnally be. recoverlng from the
i hngerlng bronchJaI allment that has plagued h1s s1nce the first week of the season S

5 And hy had an, even better one for why home runs are the best klnd of h1t "Home runs don't get o |

.+ caught"

" Now, that's nothing to sneeze at. Or coughover. =~
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05/25/12 10:20 AM ET

Yankees to sign former Mets righty Maine

By Evan Drellich / MLB.com

The Yankees will sign right-hander John Maine to a Minor League deal, a baseball source told MLB.com on Friday.

Maine, 31, was released by the Red Sox on good terms two weeks ago. He signed with Boston in January. He has
not pitched in the Minors this season, and last pitched in the Majors in 2010, with the Mets. He is said to be in good
health after undergoing shoulder surgery in 2010.

The Yankees have not commented on their plans to sign Maine, who has been working out with them since parting
ways with the Red Sox. He will not immediately be assigned to Triple-A.

Maine is 41-36 with a 4.35 ERA in 108 career Major League appearances, 105 of them starts.
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ex-Met Mame
' OAKLAND, Calif. — In
~the1r never—ending search

r organiz pltchmg' |

‘1gned ‘

, rmnor—league deal Fnday
Maine, 31, who has not
pitched in the majors since -

' 2010, is 41-36 with a 435
ERA . in  seven seasons..

Maine, who has battled mul-

tiple shoulder problems
went. 39-32 with'a 417 FRA

 in five seasons with the
‘Mets (2006-10). He signed a -
inor-le leal With the

'Mame Tast week at then'
minor-leagtie ‘complex in
Tampa and saw enough life

irt his arm him'to the;
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Yankees sign former Mets starter Maine:
report

POST STAFF REPORT

Last Updated: 3:48 PM, May 25, 2012
Posted: 12:21 PM, May 25, 2012

The Yankees have signed former Mets starter John Maine to a minor league deal, according to
multiple reports.

The Post reported last week that the team invited Maine to their minor-league complex in
Tampa to throw for Yankees brass.

Maine has not pitched in the major leagues since he was with the Mets in 2010. He signed with
the Rockies last season and made 11 starts for their Triple-A team, but posted a 7.43 ERA. The
31-year-old righty was signed by the Red Sox before the season, but was released on May 10.

The last start Maine made in the major leagues, on May 20, 2010, ended after one batter when
then Mets manager Jerry Manuel pulled him from the game. Maine would later have surgery on
his throwing shoulder.
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- Yankees sign former Mets pitcher John Maine

- published: Saturday, May 26, 2012, 1:40.AM _ Updated: Saturday, May 26, 2012,.1:46 AM.

ByMarc cafriﬁfslT‘:hé.'QSt‘aréLédge’rLli* o

OAKLAND Cahf — 'The Yankees never endmg search for p055|ble rotatlon depth has Ied them to a.
Y .

S former Met who s hopmg for a second chance o

e The team has‘u k,_oyed‘some success ln such cas as it dld Iast season wnth Freddy Garcna and e

o ,Bartolo Colon Both eventually earned spots |n the rotatlon

-

fGarC|a 5|gned a free agent deal to return to the Yankees th|s wnnter but he eventually Iost h|s spot B

: after struggllng to begln the season




Colon, meanvzv_hile,: "sign_ed':a :dea_l to :join_the As _Hesta_rts,: agai‘nst__thé ya;jkees:tﬁoday_* . L o

e Rellever Dawd Robertson felt Imgerlng soreness in h|s Ieft obhque muscle though he otherW|se )

o emerged from hIS throwmg sessmn Thursday WIth no |ssues
' . Manager Joe Glrardl sald Robertson WI|| play catch once more Monday at the team s complex in
S Tampa o -

S ,Robertson had expressed hope that he could return before the end of the team s road trlp, but Glrardl o N

- sald the goal may be out of reach
: 'Rbbéf"tfsciﬁ H‘@é:bee'n 'o'r!'fth‘:e'15%déy'a;§é§led list since May 12, -

- “I'm not sure it's going to happen 'f':G,ira_rdi'sféigf. B

f snx GoId GIove‘ in 13 se kson w1th the A s

i ._,“I m Just happy to be back " sald Chavez
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: -;Yankees s1gn John Malne to mlnor-league deal | ff

By Matt Snyder | Senlor Baseball Blogger L

handed p1tcher who . |
e back from inju IS 1 ankeessystem asl*
= '_they have 81gned h1m to a mmor league deal CBSSports com 8 J on Heyman reports e

arighth

| - Malne 31, was a mostly productlve pltcher for the Mets from 2006 08 but 1nJur1es (namely to
' {~h1s throwmg shoulder) deralled h1s career. He Iast threw in the ma]ors 1n 2010 when he was 1 3 7' S

o _.hav1ng\p1 che 1n,,em1nors

, . Mame S best season was 2007 when he was 15 10 w1th a 3 91 ERA 1 27 WHIP and 180 L .
ok ";strlkeouts in. 191 1nn1ngs e - . = R
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Yankees, John Maine have deal

By Andrew Marchand
ESPNNewYork.com

Looking to add depth to the organization's pitching, the Yankees have signed former Mets right-hander
John Maine to a minor league contract, Yankees general manager Brian Cashman confirmed.

Maine, who hasn't pitched in the major leagues since 2010, is expected to be insurance if he can come
close to the form that saw him win as many as 15 games with the Mets five years ago.

Since 2008, Maine has struggled with shoulder injuries. Last year, after posting a 7.43 ERA in 45 innings
with the Colorado Rockies' Triple-A team, he left the organization in June. This spring, Maine was in
camp with the Boston Red Sox.

"He's interested in trying to get back to the big leagues, so we will see," Cashman said Friday.

Maine, 31, will go to work for the Yankees in Tampa, Fla., at extended spring training. The Yankees have
been a haven for such reclamation projects. Some pitchers have made it all the way back, like Bartolo
Colon last year, and some have not, like former Cubs phenom Mark Prior.

The Yankees also recently looked at Armando Galarraga, formerly of the Detroit Tigers, Galarraga, who
came up one out short of a perfect game two years ago with Detroit, ended up signing with the Houston

Astros.

The Yankees were expected to have a wealth of starting pitchers this year. However, Michael Pineda
was declared out for the season with shoulder problems and Freddy Garcia struggled to the point that
he was removed from the rotation.

After left-handers CC Sabathia and Andy Pettitte, other current starters Hiroki Kuroda, Phil Hughes and
Ivan Nova have all been up and down this season.

To find his way all the way to the major league rotation, Maine will have to be better than not just one
of the current five starters, but also Triple-A pitchers D.J. Mitchell and Adam Warren. The Yankees' top
two pitching prospects, Manny Banuelos and Dellin Betances, are also at Triple-A, but neither is
considered a major league option right now. Banuelos is on the disabled list with a sore elbow.
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“doach;

Yankees sign former
Mets. starter:’ The Yan:
“kees have agreed to 4 mi-
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Robertson won’t be going Tiger hunting

By GEORGE A. KING Il

Last Updated: 6:11 AM, May 26, 2012
Posted: 2:56 AM, May 26, 2012

OAKLAND, Calif. — There was a time last week when it appeared David Robertson had a chance to
come off the disabled list next weekend against the Tigers.

However, with the right-handed reliever reporting to the Yankees’ minor league complex in Tampa on
Thursday to start a throwing program that will be followed by minor league rehab games, Detroit isn't a
destination for Robertson.

“Not at all,” general manager Brian Cashman said.
Robertson hasn’t pitched since May 11 due to a left rib cage problem.

According to manager Joe Girardi, Brett Gardner will swing a bat Monday to test the strained right elbow
that has kept him out since April 17.

“We will know more Monday,” Girardi said.

Asked if Alex Rodriguez’s two home runs Wednesday against the Royals would spark his third baseman,
Girardi went further.

“Hopefully it sparks everybody,” Girardi said before last night's 6-3 victory against the Athletics, in which
the Yankees hit three homers. “We are a much better hitting club than we hit in the month of May.”

In 22 games this month, the Yankees are batting .258 (197-for-763).

Girardi doesn’t know how long pitching prospect Manuel Banuelos will be sidelined, but he was relieved
the ligament in his left (pitching) elbow doesn’t require surgery.

“You hear ligament and it's a red flag, you think Tommy John [surgery],” Girardi said. “The ligament
checked out fine.”

This is the second time this season Banuelos has been on the DL for Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.
The previous trip was for a rib cage problem. In six games, he is 0-2 with a 4.50 ERA.

After hitting Mark Teixeira third for the fourth time Wednesday, Girardi had him batting fifth last night. It
was the 34th time the switch-hitting first baseman batted in that spot, and it paid off as he slugged a two-
run homer in the Yankees' three-run third inning, his sixth homer of the season and fifth on the road.

Teixeira is still bothered by a bronchial condition that has been around since early April but, according to
Girardi, doesn’t want any more time off. He didn'’t start three games last weekend at home.

“Ilt's more manageable for him,” Girardi said of the cough. “It's hard to give a 35 homer, 110 RBI guy time
off. He doesn’t want time off, he wants to play. Right know we are going to play him.”

Teixeira is hitting .231 with 23 RBIs in 42 games.



Russell Martm is battmg an-anemic . 177 (20—for-1 14) after gomg 1-for-4 last nlght but Glrardl sa|d he has_; :'. '
- spotted S|gns the catcher could be close to breakmg out of the season long slump R

,7 “He has run mto bad luck ? Grrardl sald

S After watchmg hlm throw in Tampa the Yankees have S|gned rlght-hander John Mame to a mmor league -
T contract and he will work in the: extended spring trammg program - :

g Mame 31 hasn t pltched in the blg leagues smce 2010 due to nght shoulder problems He was 39 32 m -
' f|ve seasons W|th the Mets and was m camp wrth the Red Sox th|s sprmg ' Sl

Last nlght was Er|c Chavezsflrst trlp back to the Collseum where he spent 13 seasons W|th the A’s Last‘ o
v season he was mjured when the Yankees vrsﬂed the East Bay B L e T S

L 77 . 4 WI|| keep my head down and do my jOb ‘ Chavez whose brother Casey Chavez lS the A’s bullpen
o catéher said before the game. - - U s e :

7 B Chavez who went 0-for-3 W|th a walk Iast nlght was booed by the Oakland crowd

N

R “I was asked about rt when Jason [Glambl] got booed and I sald ‘He isa Yankee What do you expect’?” c S
L 'Chavez said, “It was the same thmg 1 wrote the manual lt was very cool and very dlfferent but it was nlce e
o be back M : S B T e R I L R T

i As is thelr custom thv

"::f’,Among those.w 'rkr
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Yankees Notes G1rard1 slowmg Dav1d
Robertson S t1metab1e R

- SATURDAY MAY 26 2012

S
i

o THE REooRDNot,so fast" o

= Dav1d Robertson mlght have been too ambltlous 1n h1s recovery tlmetable The rehever hoped hlS stralned
' left obhque would heal m tlme for h1m to reJom the club 1n Detr01t next weekend ,

- "I’m not so sure that s gomg to happen manager Joe GII‘ : rd1 sa1d At Tampa, Fla Robertson played

catch on Thursday, the ﬁrst tlme he 8 thrown "Sl_ce landlng on the dlsabled 11st on Ma 5;, e »

o —PeteCald




' Friday, May 25, 2012 - .

No I Rob or Gardy untll New York

Both Dav1d Robertson and Brett Gardner are in Tampa on rehab ass1gnments ‘but from the
- way Joe Girardi was talking before tonight's game against the A's in Oakland, it's not l1kely
elther of then w1ll be ready to play before the team returns to Yankee Stadlum on J une 5

G1rard1 sa1d Gardnef who has not played s1nce ApI‘ll 17 due to a stram of his rlght elbow w1ll

o “fiot éven try to swing a bat before Monday. Robertson onthe DL since May 14 with stramed lefti :

,:/

obhque played catch on Thursday and accordmg to the manager "felt pretty decent "

But G1rard1 sa1d Robertson still felt some stlffness in the area of the 1nJury and although he is:

- - slated to throw lightly. agam on Monday, there is still no t1metable for him to'throw off a mound g o
o "We have to be a httle b1t caut1ous in the begmmng\to make sure nothmg s there ": G1rard1 sa1d ' L

' Last week Robertson had expressed hope that he could reJ01n the team when it gets to Detro1t
for a three game serles on June_l But»Glrardl sa1d he doubted that would happen o

o "l thmk players are always hopeful ‘They don't always put the t1melme together G1rard1 sa1d
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The next D-Rob? Montgomery has the Yankees attentlon

o Posted By Chad Jennlng s On May 25, 2012

[”After blowing a one-run Iead in the seventh inning on Sunday, the Tampa Yankees put a. tred game
in the hands of 21- -year-old reliever | Mark Montgomery He faced three batters in the eighth inning, -
three more in the n|nth and struck out aII six-of them The Yankees walked off with'a wln a half inning

Iater Lo } -

. g haven’t seern anybody say anythlng about thls guy," Yankees vrce presrdent of baseball operatlons =
Mark: Newman said. “Th|s guy is worth payrng attentron to : :

- ,
The Yankees took a bunch of good young rellevers in- Iast year's draft = Newman also mentlons
Branden Pinder. and Philip Wetherell as legitimate standouts — but it's clear.that Montgomery has the

'Yankees attention, and it’ s probablyutlme that he. grabs’ your attention as weII ’

Signed: out of Longwood UnlverSIty in V|rg|n|a Montgomery has some’in the Yankees organization
wondering if he’s the next Dave.Robertson. Like Robertson, he’s racking: up massive strikeout totals in
the minors — 86 through 50 1 professronal innings SO far - and he” s porsed to move qulckly Ilke .

Robertson \

The outprtch, though |sn’t a Robertson curveball |t’s a hard breakrng sllder that has confused several

“It's a slrder thats hard and very strarght down at Irke a:45- degree angle break,” Newman sald "
‘This guy’s Iegrt The numbers tell you he's Iegrtrmate but the stuff is more than pretty good.” :
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By Chad Jennings

cjennings@|ohud.com

OAKLAND — Best way

to change the story and

forget - about. .a losing’

strealk? Get:on & winhing
streak, - And for the: Yan-
kees, there might- be no
betterplacetodo that than
Oakland,
Kicking off nme—game
road tnp, the Yankees
© - walked into the Coliseum
N e on Friday having woi six
: _straight games . in. ‘that

building. They'd won 10'of -

_ their. past 11 ‘on the road

: agamst the Athletics.
) %@ just think ~we've
: played well when we've
played -them,” “manager
-~ Joe Girardi sald “We've

played  pretty well  out-
‘here as well. We've gotto -

. have_ that continue be-
cause you wantto getona

roll; and thats one thmg,

kees hope A’

that’s been hard for us to
do this year.”

A-modest tivo-consecis

tive wins leading into this

- road trip- courited as-the
“Yankees' longest winning

“streak” since theéy. won

three-in'a row May 10-12,
‘two-wéeks earlier. Slnce B

then; -the - Yankees have
searched for consistency.

’They ve searchied foritin - -
the’ rotation, and they've: .
‘searched forit in the line-

up, -and by the time this

road trip comes.to anénd, -
‘itwilkbe June. - -

- Hard tolean on the “Gis S
early” excuse at this point,

“There’s alot ot‘ guys.

L

or. haven’t -hit to. what
they’re capable of doing‘to
this point,” Girardi said.
“It. necessarily hasn’t

been one- guy. -I.think -

sometithes when it's -one

guyit’s notasnoticeablein

a sense, becatise- you're

still scoring a lot-of runs,

but there's some guys that

we: really need to get go-

N ick Swishier has fallen

into- a ‘deep slump ‘this
month: So has:Mark Teix- -

eira, Both have. good ca-

‘Feer numbers against the

Athletics. ' °

“Theré’s been some at-

bats where T know ie've
expanded and-done some
things we ‘shouldn’t have
done;” hitting coach Kevin

: Long «8aid. “At times. our

approachhasn’t beetigood

to :certain guys, and .at -
‘tlmes it has; We Just have .

-an” inconsistent -
- evenatthebestof times— -
‘that’s provxded the most

to be'mioré consistent day
ihand day out.” -
Consistency hasbeena
buzzword: for these Yan-
kees, and.not in argood
way. Early inth

stayed. productive. ‘Then

therotationgotinagroove -

and thelineup struggled.
Lately  the “rotation -has

. been bettér, but with some
inconsistencies, while the.
_lineup has been atrocious

with runners in scoring
position. . -

-Oddly enough it’s the
bullpen —: which has put

two-key relievers on. the
'nnpor’tant because we
‘are going to-be on. the .
road a fong time,” Girar- -

disabled listand is'usually

stability..
To find that:soit of re-
liability - throughiout. the

roster,. Oakland and-Apa-.

season, it -
was ' -the " rotation; -that -
struggled whileithe hneup

ters:

group.

s provide boost

that aren’t of £ to the starts .

helm — where the Yan-
kees go-next —might be -
good placestostart. Both
are sub-.500-teams, with
the lowest run fotals in

‘the -American League.

Their pitching staffs are
good, but - their unim-
pressive lineups- mlght
take -some of .the pres-
sure off the Yankees h1t-'

The Yankees
have a tliree-games se-
riesin Detroit —middle
of the-pack at-the plate
and. on the mound — be-
fore finally gétfing home
next Monday

“Ithink if’s extremely

disaid; “Getoff toagood
start, We talk about: win-
ning series, and to win:*
the first: series, I think
il be helpful » :

also _—
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B The d;fference two games can make
; Posted By Chad Jennlng On May 25, 2012 L
E Durlng the season aII of my days off come when the Yankees are: home T p|ck those days ahead of

< time; usually a few weeks in advance, and there’s always.a chance I’'m going to miss something.
- - significant: An injury. A’ plvotal game. A mllestone achlevement Somethlng mlght happen on a mght

o Im not worklng and I I regret mlssmg it.

o Th’is'w“eekl'lwas off onTue_sda_y'anq'Wednesday;‘ SR
ERRRI A R N S I SO I S
. Did £ miss something*sig’nifica'nt? EE

h On Tuesday, the Yankees got another strong pltchlng Derformance out of PhllHughes and won desplte o

t, but the pitching. staff . picked up the slack and that o
Alex: Rodrlguez hit two homie runs-and-the -

- scoring -only. three Funs. The: offense wasn’t gre
" hasn't. happened very: often this season. On ‘Wednesday,

_Yankees scored.more than seven runs for-the third time since that Boston comeback on Aprll 21 The. 'f e e g

o Imeup f|naIIy had a blg nlght and it: needed one of those B PR R
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B Sabathla to duel former teammate Colon o

- By Qumn Roberts / MLB com | 5/26/2012 2 00 AM ET - s

. Ready 1o show the Yankees just what they ve been mlssmg A's rlght-hander Bartolo Colon will take '
' v the h|II on Saturday agalnst h|s former club for the flrst tlme at the Collseum ' s :

A starter for New York aII of last season, in wh|ch he went 8- 10 W|th a 4 00 ERA Colon 1S 4-4 W|th a-
o 4. 09 ERA in hIS frst season wnth the As. o

' Wh|Ie Colon won three of hIS flrst four starts to begln the year |t took the rlghty flve more outlngs
. before plcklng up another wctory on Sunday agalnst the Glants Colon tossed five |nn|ngs

- = surrenderlng two runs and str|k|ng out seven thanks to a domlnant two seam fastball

B ,- "The pltch acts allttle blt Ilke a boomerang f ttlmes " A's manager Bob Melvm sald "That's hIS go-to 7 R

o 'f,'::-So far th|s season Martln is battlng Just 177 W|th four home runs and 10 Rlls in 39 games

._:However he does have a 326 on base percentage somethmg encouraglng to Glrardl REE




S A's Inge expected to be back next week S R S S S
e Manager Bob Melvrn rerterated on Frlday that thrrd baseman Brandon Inge should be able to come Lo
N off the dlsabled Ilst the fi rst day he is ehgrble to be actlvated on Monday R

—

BN

He. went 7-fo ;3~ with four home runs and 16 RBIs in h|s laist: srx games before Iandmg on the DL
- ‘flnc ding a walk-off grand slam agalnst the: Blue Jays on May 8 . o L

- "Russell s run |nto some bad Iuck " Grrardl sald "The one thrng Russell has done |s he s gotten on " .
R base. When you look at hlS average and then you Iook at how much he s been on |t's reaIIy pretty
- mcredrble e . S N R

| "lf he was hlttrng normal he d probably have an on base percentage over 400 but Ive seen some A
o good srgns from h|m He S h|t some baIIs harder and we know he s capable of dorng more

-'_,-f{:’, R

'Inge who S been on the DL srnce May 13 wrth a rrght grorn stram was sent to Trrple-A Sacramentof o S
- : 'for a two day rehab assrgnment beglnnrng Frrday The plan was for Inge to play srx mnmgs for the K S
e Rrver Cats on Frlday an,, 'a full nine mnings on Saturday B "",' T E L {,{f LT






I Up Now A bevy of blog items from last n1ght's 6 3y win, 1nc1ud1ng Ivan Nova s gopher »
- problem Mark Teixeira's unconventlonal test-of his bronchlal passages the h1tt1ng adv1ce Nlck o

: Sw1sher got from hlS grandma, and how Erlc Chavez 1nstructed the Oakland fans on how to R o

":'5.',treat h1m for hJS homecomlng e SE o S

o :Vi,':;Questmn No 2 Even though the story has been debunked do you think 1t would help or hurt
. the Yankees 1f Hal Sternbrenner de01ded to sell the team? Let us know and as always thanks
Vforreadlng - . SIS
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Yankees sticking by slumping catcher Martin

By Bryan Hoch / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- It is a familiar refrain from Joe Girardi, a defensive catcher himself during his playing days, that the
Yankees manager would prefer to get stellar defense from his catcher than offense.

Still, the Yankees could use more punch from Russell Martin. The second-year Bombers backstop entered Friday's
game batting just .173 with four homers and 10 RBlIs in 38 games, but Girardi said that Martin's .321 on-base
percentage is encouraging.

"Russell's run into some bad luck," Girardi said. "The one thing Russell has done is he's gotten on base. When you
look at his average and then you lock at how much.he's been on, it's really pretty incredible.

"If he was hitting normal, he'd probably have an on-base percentage over .400, but I've seen some good signs from
him. He's hit some balls harder, and we know he's capable of doing more."

Martin had a batting average of just .190 on balls in play (BABIP) entering play on Friday, by far the lowest mark of
his career. He had a .252 BABIP last year for New York, hitting .237 with 18 homers and 57 RBls.

Nova starts for Yankees despite hamstring issue

OAKLAND -- Yankees right-hander lvan Nova is battling a minor right hamstring issue, though it was not enough to
place his start on Friday into jeopardy.

"It was a little tight. He's fine," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said. "There's no issue with that. He said he feels good
and there's no issues."

Girardi said that Nova was able to do all of his work normally leading up to his start on Friday against the Athletics,
and that the lingering bone bruise on his right foot may have caused a chain reaction of soreness in his leg.

"Sometimes when you have ailments in your lower extremities, you might walk a little different, run a liitle different,”
Girardi said. "That causes something to get sore. But he checked out fine."

Bombers bits

s Yankees prospect Manny Banuelos was diagnosed with left elbow soreness, a relief to the organization. Ranked the
club's No. 1 prospect by MLB.com this spring, Banuelos is on the Minor League disabled list with Triple-A
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.

+ Yankees right-hander David Robertson played catch on Thursday in Tampa, Fla., and felt "pretty decent," according
to manager Joe Girardi. Robertson had said that he hoped to join the Yankees in Detroit on June 1, but Girardi
indicated that he was not sure that was going to happen. Ouffielder Brett Gardner is also expected to try swinging a
bat on Monday and is unlikely to be available before the Yankees return to New York.

+ On this date in 1947, the Yankees defeated the Red Sox, 17-2, at Yankee Stadium to snap a streak of three
consecutive shutout victories.
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Yankees confident with Soriano in ninth-
inning role

Last Updated. 11:57 AM, May 25, 2012
Posted: 12:27 AM, May 25, 2012

Joe Girardi left open the possibility that Rafael Soriano could remain the team’s closer even
after David Robertson gets back.

The manager said on Wednesday he’s “comfortable” bringing in the right-hander to finish games
and it's clear to Soriano’s teammates that he feels he belongs there in Mariano Rivera’s
absence.

“I think you feel a little extra intensity coming from him since he’s taken over,” said Russell
Martin, who caught each of Soriano’s last two saves. “That’s the only thing | see. There’s more
conviction. He’s comfortable and confident in that role. It's good for the team and I'm sure it's
good for him.”

Soriano figures to get tested on the Yankees’ upcoming road trip, which begins tonight in
Oakland. In a small sample size, the former Rays closer has done well in a similar role in The
Bronx.

Since Robertson gave up four runs to the Rays on May 9 — which was just his second save
opportunity after Rivera got hurt — Soriano has picked up three saves in four appearances.

In those four games, Soriano has given up one run in 3 1/3 innings, while striking out two and
walking none. He's also held opponents to a .214 batting average.

And while Soriano had been better even prior to that than his disastrous 2011 season, he has
improved even more lately, since in his first 12 games this year, although he struck out a dozen
hitters, he also issued eight walks and allowed a .271 batting average (and .375 OBP).

The increased effectiveness hasn’t been a surprise to many.

“His record speaks for itself,” Curtis Granderson said. “He’s shown he had to the ability to do it
in the past and he’s done it. He just hasn’t had a chance to have the opportunity to do it on a
consistent basis since he’s been here.”

But Rivera’s torn ACL and Robertson’s strained oblique — and inexperience in the role — may
change that.

Girardi didn’t make any guarantees — probably with good reason.
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o Robertson could return to actlon by next weekend in: Detr0|t and a. Iot could change before then T
R *smce Sorlano stlll hasn’t shown he can succeed con3|stently as a Yankee S S

: 'HIS 45 saves |n 2010 W|th Tampa Bay, though mean somethlng to Roblnson Cano ‘\},s '

- = “It s good to have a guy thats been there before the second baseman sald “He s faced tough o L
- situations and in'the AL’ East Its not like he d|dn t do it agalnst good teams S0 he knows what lt IR
'j;takestod0|t”" 7 » 7
R No matter-how well he does Sorlano won’t make anyone forget about Rlvera and the ease W|th o R
]:j:whlchheﬂmshedgames T O e O o R : R
: Sorlano gave up a run |n h|s flrst save chance and on Tuesday, he was able to protect a one-- :

" run lead agalnst the Royals only when Alex: Rodrlguez and Mark Telxelra comblned pn an:
. strong defenswe play to prevent the tylng run from scorlng from thlrd

o Even |f he doesn’t make it easy, Sorlano |s back where he thlnks he belongs

'er and done weII' tha B
s,been there and done it and has the track record to prove that

""*what you are, Boone Logan sald "Thls is .




Swnsher Thanks Grandma

Saturday, May 26, 2012

R - Nlck Sw1sher spent much of the afternoon takmg extra battmg practlce w1th h1tt1ng coach Kevm o i
S Long, but he sa1d the best adv1ce on h1tt1ng he ever got came from h1s grandmother Betty '

' - "My gra,ndma always sald 'Just h1t the damn ball e Sw1sher sa1d "So that's what I trled to do

o Of course Betty Sw1sher never told Nlcky exactly how to go about domg that she figured he SRS
e could take care of that hImself And when A’s starter Tyson Ross threw hlnm a 3 2 fastball in the o

’a-,‘,":6-'1 lead The-H-,_-_was Sw1shers
af "Iead wrth 29. ey
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Key stretch for Yankees T T e
FRIDAY MAY25 2012 SRR R o

- BYJEFF ROBERTS :

S STAFFWRITER
' THERECORD |

. The‘-'losing' had to. endzbefore‘itvkent anyfurther : o o

o Andy Pettltte talked about 1t wh11e standlng 1n front of h1s locker follow1ng Wednesday nlght S 8 3
f_.fVlctory PR L S T SRTTE o -

L A,fg‘}gfminutefs 1atér, .Alex‘Rcidri:gﬁe'z-dfd the'sar:nething;j o

B ,;,kThe Yankees had lost sixlof se: e n;games before takmg two straxght from the Kansas Clty Royals And :'f-i ) S

‘i, De» 01t Tlgers — and most hkely ace Justm Verlander (5 2)

- Althes ohbs e blwsoo butthAngl nd Tigets rere




- Nothing had been for sure with the Yankees (23-21) in the nine games (2- 7) heading into T‘llesday
- The stretch was sparked by a brutal team-wide slump at the plate in wh1ch the Yankees scored just18
runs in the elght games prior to Wednesday’s elght-run outburst. '

That s why manager Joe Girardi and general manager Brlan Cashman reportedly held a team
meeting before 'I‘uesday s 3-2 victory. ' :

“The message was l,Ow-'key:. Keep the difficult stretch in perSpective.' Ther_bras‘s believes 1n you.
But it was,\'noteworthy 'simpiy because ,,Cashmar_l r’a,rél'y addfessesthe team.'r o
,_An,d maybe not-so-coincidentallyb,‘the Yankejes yvon- both games since.

~ The rough patch even motivated Rodriguez to address'teamnfates after Monday’s loss. |

; "It was one of the things I told the guys," he sald "Let’s go-out and w1n the next two and go to the 2
. West Coast and start: playlng good Yankee baseball

"The ‘one thiiig is don’t undere5timate this team. It's not our first rodeo."

: Buttwo wins,against the inexperienced Royals doesn’t mean aIl the Yankees’ problemsare soiyed;
B .vThe offense st111 managed only elght hlts Wednesday agalnst 22—year-old W111 Smith — 1n h1s ma_]or-
- "'league debut - and the Royals bullpen :

o But the team is feelmg good about 1tself — thanks to- Rodrlguez S two home runs Wednesday and »
'another outStandmg start by | Pettltte “ whlch was "real 1mportant" headlng 1nto Thursday S off—day, '
: accordlng to Glrardr ' - '

' "We Just got done playlng 16 games in a row, and if it was. worse than that [2 =7 stretch] and you don
wina series; I think guys are Just gomg to start thlnklng more about at—bats and pitches they made,"
he: sald ' : ' :

\
S| th1nk Wlth a couple of wins'in a row, theyfll» put that behind them and just relax."

- And being on the road offers 'some advantages.

"It's a bonding time," Girardi said.



' because they don t get to as: many baIIs as they should; j - __i : :

' Advanced Defenswe Stats |
'”,Defensnve Runs Saved ST

o '7'*'Méas‘u'rés-‘ab‘filityfturh;fballs‘i'nt,c?'Qnts o

LE Other factors

o -Double Play'Defense o

T -Bunt Defehse : g;r

- * 30 categories of Good Plays (GF)

. *S0categories of Misplays (DM&E)




rest of the season, it does allow the ability to assess where some of the trouble spots lie.

We use a combination of measures via Baseball Info Solutions, a company that provides defensive data
to teams and media, as well as the Team Defensive Efficiency stat tracked at Baseball Prospectus, and
our own bhatted-ball data.

Those stats are explained in the charts to the right of this piece.
Let's'look how the Yankees rate in a number of areas related to these stats.

Gold Glove candidacies for Teixeira, Cano?

Two Yankees defenders are off to good starts this season-- Mark Teixeira and Robinson Cano. Each has
saved the Yankees three runs this season, and plays like the game-ending stretch at first base and the
Web Gem-worthy double play that Teixeira started in Wednesday's win help the statistical cause.

Teixeira ranks second in the majors in GFPs with 27, and his Good Play/Misplay Ratio is 5.4-to-1, the best
among anyone in the AL. His offensive struggles and health issues have not hurt his play in the field.

Cano's strength has been in turning the double play as the pivot man. There have been 21 double-play
chances in which Cano was the pivot man at second base. The Yankees have turned 17 of them, or 81
percent, the third-best pivot rate in the majors.

Grounded

% Ground Balls Turned into Outs
AL East Teams

Hits/Errors Ground Balls

Blue Jays 102/17 597 80%
Red Sox 124/6 569 77%
Orioles 128/22 594 75%
Rays 138/21 543 71%
Yankees 135/12 491 70%

>>MLB Average: 75%

The Yankees' biggest defensive liability may be their inability to turn ground balls into outs.

Opponents have reached base 30 percent of the time when hitting a ground ball, whether by hit or



error.

The chart on the right shows how the Yankees' rate at turning grounders into outs, particularly
compared to AL East teams.

Our data shows specifically that the Yankees are getting hurt by ground balls to the left of second base.

Derek Jeter, rates poorly, at -5 Defensive Runs Saved. Alex Rodriguez checks in as having cost the
Yankees a run.

Jeter's issue is that a lot of ground balls have scooted through holes usually covered by a major league
shortstop. He's made up for that with 11 GFPs and only 6 DM&E. His Good Play/Misplay rate is third-
best among shortstops.

On the other hand, Rodriguez, who was one of the best-rated third basemen defensively last season, has
only 4 GFPs and 6 DM&E. Last season Rodriguez fared much better, with a 26/17 GFP/DM&E tally.

Outfield Issues
The Yankees miss Brett Gardner, whose play was Gold-Glove worthy last season, but they have other

things to worry about in the outfield.

New York Yankees
Runs Saved by Position
MLB Rank
P -10 Last
C 2 4th
1B 3 5th
2B3 6th

SS -7 A4th-worst

3B -2 11th-worst

LF -2 11th-worst

CF -5 3rd-worst

RF -6 3rd-worst



- The primary oné is that for the second stra‘ight season, Curtis Granderson andNick'Swi"'sh‘erare'not :
S rat|ng well; Comblned they have -8 Defensrve Runs Saved (|n other words thelr defense has cost the
: } Yankees erght runs) v .i '

R The prlmary culpnt in the|r bad ratmgs is that they are yleldlng h|ts on baIIs h|t over thelr heads Our h|t -
“-location data charts the Yankees as having allowed 58 batted balls to center field, and the two outfield
- gaps that traveled an estlmated 350 feet or more and stayed in the baIIpark S Lo
- Yankees outflelders allowed 26 h|ts on those balls The average major Ieague team |s aIIowmg 20

} One 'of‘the other things that hUrts Granderson is that run'ne'rs hav'e t'aken 20 'extra bases on the 29 timesi R

R home on a smgle) That s out of Ime wrth the normal rate of advancement on Granderson s arm (about .
j:"50 percent) : R I s S o

e

s .Perhaps that, I|ke some’ of the other thmgs mentloned in thls story, WI|| correct in tlme They are among B
_those that bea/r watchlng overthe next 4‘/z months T T :
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Former Yankee Chad Curtis charged with sexual misconduct

Published: Friday, May 25, 2012, 10:48 AM  Updated: Friday, May 25, 2012, 11:00 AM

Ap

By The Associated Press

WOODLAND, Mich. — Former major league outfielder Chad Curtis has been charged with sexual
misconduct after two teenage girls accused him of touching them at a Michigan high school where he

volunteered.

A former Yankee, Curtis, 43, was arraigned Thursday at Barry County District Court on five counts of
criminal sexual conduct and was freed after posting $25,000 in cash on a $250,000 bond, County

Undersheriff Robert Baker said.

The charges are based on complaints from two teenage girls who are students at Lakewood High
School, according to Barry County Prosecutor Tom Evans. He told WZZM-TV that he authorized the

charges against Curtis.

Curtis was volunteering at the school in Woodland, about 50 miles southeast of Grand Rapids, and was

in line to become the school’s football coach before the accusations emerged.

David Dodge Sr., whose firm is representing Curtis, said he couldn’t say much about the case except

that Curtis “denies any criminal wrongdoing.”

Between 1992 and 2001, Curtis played for the then-California Angels, Detroit Tigers, Los Angeles
Dodgers, Cleveland Indians, Yankees and Texas Rangers. He won two World Series rings with the

Yankees.
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age of the Roger Clemi-

ens perjury trial, follow

@NYDNSportsiTeam on

Twitter.com today and

throughout the rest of
the trial.
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WASHINGTON — A foren-
- sic analyst testified in the Roget
Clemens' trial Friday that he
found the formiet Yankees pitch-
er's DNA

one needle and two

IoId injection:in 2001.

rensic Analytlcal Sclences, sald
his: tests found: Clemens’” DNA

on two' cotton balls from: iriside

the beer¢an in which McNattiee
said he stashed-evidence; and he
also found “DNA ~‘compatible

. with: Clemens’ on-a needle top

from ouitside the can,

Clerens: attomey chhael At-
tanasio ‘challenged the findings,
askmg Keel'why he didn‘t test

(certam pieces ‘of evidence and.

callmg the ‘results. of the DNA
testing -on_the needle. “weak”
much- weaker than:-the results

that found Clemens' DNA on

the cotton balls. "~ .
Jurors showed a keen i mterest
in Keel's testimony; which

“all dayFriday, and ‘at the end
i) . - submitted many queshons for
Brian :McNamee: says he saved th

ical DNA issues;

the DNA évidence ‘and:hig; ties

7 of manufactuting -

to prosecutors:

‘On the witness stand for the

second day, Keel said under ques-
tioning by Assistant 1J.S; Attor-
ney Courtney Saleski that the evi-
dence:of Clemens' DNA on:the

cotton balls “was mdlsputable, )

calling it “Unique to only one per=
sonwho Tived on the: planet G

" But Keel said that in the nee-
dle, he-only found six to 12 cells,

-a-very smdll ‘anount_of biologi-

cal’ material- The DNA: ‘results

left ‘a-1-in-449 chance Among -
anCaucasta,nsthatClem— ..

Amperican ¢
ens’ DNA is unique.

That's’ compated. -
1-in-154 trillion and 140173 tril-
lion probabilities on the: eotton

; balls

"The smaller trace of Clemens’

‘DNAon the. needie is not: md.lca-

tive _that it “had een,

heen, paniec. .
there, ‘Keel sald,” becauge ‘it

to. -thie.

- dice th,at kind'of small result. -

finding that 1 in.almost 450 peo-
ple would match the seve51 nark-

agreed that as'4 result h\mdreds :

of -thousands -of people .in. this"

country - might possxbly match
rkets.

ed the possibili-

could ‘have

0 oss-co aminated, by
afty ing placed in

ver beer or

1 being - “jostled”

he' FedEx ‘box: that held

ens; an expert testified.

would: be mriore dlfﬁcult to'pro-. .

“Is‘there any way to fake
this?” Saleskd asked. ’

“No,” Keel said; :
Attanasio emphasnzed Keel’ :

: materials among the items. i
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Expert: DNA Rocket match

Last Updated: 4:01 AM, May 26, 2012
Posted: 2:55 AM, May 26, 2012

WASHINGTON — A needle stored with a beer can appeared to contain an extremely tiny
amount of Roger Clemens’ DNA, which turned out to be good news and bad news for both
sides in the perjury trial of the seven-time Cy Young Award winner.

A forensic scientist yesterday linked Clemens to cotton balls and a syringe needle saved from
an alleged steroids injection 11 years ago. His testimony, laced with statistics and probabilities,
was one of the last pieces of the government’s case in its effort to prove the former Yankees
pitcher lied to Congress in 2008 when he denied using performance-enhancing substances.

Under cross-examination, Clemens’ lawyer got the expert to acknowledge there were “hundreds
of thousands” of white males in the United States who could be a match for the scant amount of
DNA found on the needle, and it’s “conceivable” the cotton balls were contaminated by beer and
saliva. \

Prosecutors had hoped to wrap up their case heading into the long holiday weekend as the trial
reached the end of its sixth week, but the DNA expert’s testimony took much longer than
expected. U.S. District Judge Reggie Walton ended the session early when a juror learned her

mother had died.

The judge said he doesn’t expect the juror, a woman who works in law enforcement with the
local public transportation authority, to return. Two jurors have previously been dismissed for
sleeping, and another departure would leave only one alternate.

The government’s key witness, longtime Clemens strength coach Brian McNamee, says he
injected Clemens with steroids in 1998, 2000 and 2001 and with human growth hormone in
2000. He said he kept the needle and other waste from a 2001 injection in and around a beer
can for more than six years before turning it over to federal investigators.

Alan Keel of Forensic Science Associates told jurors the DNA found on two cotton balls was
“unique to one person who has ever lived on the planet” — Clemens. He said one of the cotton
balls had a random match possibility of one in 15.4 trillion for Clemens’ DNA, and the other was

one in 173 trillion.
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L 'allegedly saved after a ster01ds 1n3ec »
I the government tr1es to prove the former pltcher used performance-enhancmg drugs

E WASHINGTON A forens1c s01entlst testlfied Frlday that two cotton balls and a syr1nge needle

'tested pos1t1ve for Roger Clemens DNA a key moment as . e
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o was one in 49
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- discuss. the defense
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' '7 'Prosecutor Courtney Saleskj trled to preeempt'thatiby asmng iKeel if there was any way to "fake :thﬁi's.:'f T

: "If thls were contr1ved T would expect to obtaln much more blologlcal materlal he sald e 1n other T
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" poena for the: testlm

; of Rep Darrell Issa, chalrman of the House - -

L Overs1ght and Government Reform Commlttee That commlttee held the congressmnal hearmg that

AP Spotts Wrier Joseph Whitecontrbuted o hi feport. .

"7 Clemens testlﬁed before in 2008 Issa, a California Republ1can was not chairman -at the time, but he ey
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: comm1ttee documents They argue the subpoenas are batred by the Constltutlon § speech or debate ;4. . .
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If Tradition Holds Hope and Wit
SR Wlll Shower the Mets Stadium in Sheets ~

\ H By GREG W, PRINCE

‘Thelong march of Mets histo-
. ry resumes Sunday after a 16-
i year break, as Banner Day mate-
rialiZzes anew before the club’s
[ 1:10 matinee game against the
i . . San Diego Padres, If precedent is
|
\
{

PR

: .- aréliable indlcator, paint will be
spilled, llhens will be ruined and
atleast afew people will have
sumethmg clever to say.:
Stretehing froril the twﬂlght of

gus( 1096, Bannier Day was the
. quintessential Mets promotion,a -
! tradition for a franchise that
. oftén seems uncomfortable ac-

Banfer Day would
- ued, ior does it appear that the

field gate wound up. lost iri the in-
famous auto yards a¢

- v the

A ] doqbleheaders were generally-
niug, Registration-begins at 10; sxtinict and the parade had been
am: . /

1 i Dwight Gooden, ‘Rusty
frustration. It wasJi : 3 uld - Staub and the. broatca o . . p : E
alsbasm‘\day, §i ] Hoy arg: amoiig. the ey - : S - " < VTS . - =
S s whio will sel " ] ? : Co-

Y
e communiqués.
blarik. becl-

After all, the last thing.a true
- Mets fan swould waveisa ‘white” - L
Tkeptwaiting for “Jel Kent flag;

“Frxday “We’ll know 1t when

i
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Rays skipper Maddon has the ‘it' factor

KEN
ROSENTHAL4:

UPDATED MAY 25, 2012 5:54 PM ET

BOSTON
He is the “it” manager in baseball, the most innovative, most interesting and one of the most

successful.

GREAT AMERICAN RACE
The Junior Circuit is poised for epic AL pennant chases this season.

The Rays’ Joe Maddon writes lineups with obscure journeymen batting cleanup. Builds quality
bullpens with unheralded relievers. Shifts his infielders with such manic zeal, it’s as if he can't stand
to see the same defensive alignment twice.

Yet, for all his mad-scientist tendencies, Maddon is one of the most normal managers you’ll ever
meet, taking baseball only so seriously, pursuing cycling and other interests, working to build a
community center to unite the white and Hispanic communities in his hometown of Hazelton, Pa.

And oh yes, he also fancies themed road trips — the latest of which was the “Ken Rosenthal/Nerd”
trip to Boston for this weekend’s series against the Red Sox (MLB on Fox, Saturday, 7:15 p.m. ET).

The Rays not only wore bow ties and made a contribution to BowTie Cause — the non-profit
company that supplies me with bow ties to raise awareness for various charities and organizations
— but several players also donned suspenders, skinny jeans and odd-shaped glasses.

Can you imagine the Yankees doing such a thing?

THIS WEEK'S BOW TIE
See what charity this represents, see the bow ties Rosenthal has worn and learn about BowTie

Cause.

The Rays lose players to free agency. They lose ‘em to injury. They annually field one of the game’s
lowest payrolls. Yet, playing in arguably the sport’s toughest division, they have made the playoffs in
three of the past four years, and would qualify again if the season ended today.



The front office, led by general manager Andrew Friedman, might be the biggest reason the team
remains elite. But Maddon, the American League Manager of the Year in 2008 and '11, not only
implements the front office’s vision, but also applies his own unique philosophies.

Maddon, 58, is the kind of guy you'd like to sit down with in a bar to talk a little baseball, a little life.
We didn’t hit a bar on Thursday night, though that probably would have been his preference.
Instead, we sat down on a couch in the Rays’ hotel lobby. | turned on the tape recorder and off
Maddon went.

Why the themed road trips?

Before dressing as nerds, the Rays had gone all-black in tribute to the late Johnny Cash on one trip
and staged a pajama party on another, and those were only two of Maddon’s inspired ideas.“It's
team-building,” Maddon says. “It's a camaraderie component. There’s also a certain amount of risk-
taking where people dress in a manner they wouldn’t normally dress and feel slightly uncomfortable.
They walk into a hotel lobby and there’s a camera in their face and they have to react to it. | like that
uncomfortable moment.

“Beyond that, | think it's fun. And beyond that, I'm poking fun at the group that insists on wearing
$3,000 suits on chartered airplanes. I've never understood how that related to winning in any way,
shape or form.

“| believe this: There is a lot of discipline to be derived from freedom. When you are working with a
highly professional, motivated group that is accountable, the more freedom you give that group, the
more discipline you're going to get in return.”

Drew Sutton hitting fourth? Really?

Sutton, 28, was traded twice on Sunday — first from the Braves to the Pirates, then from the Pirates
to the Rays. At that point, the switch-hitting infielder had appeared in 86 games in the majors, 799 in
the minors.

The Rays promoted Sutton immediately to replace the injured Jeff Keppinger, and Maddon inserted
him in the cleanup spot on Wednesday against Jays lefty Ricky Romero.

COSTUME BALL
Joe Maddon's Tampa Bay Rays are known for wild, themed road trips.

“Honestly, among the guys that we had, he was the best suited to make contact after (Matt) Joyce,”
Maddon says. "If the first three guys were to get on base, | felt against that pitcher, Romero, that
he'd have the best chance to move the baseball — period.

“Luke Scott (a left-handed hitter who batted fifth) would have been a little bit more difficult. Although
| like the lefties against (Romero), he probably would have chosen to not really give Luke anything to



hit where he felt more comfortable coming after Sutton. And Sutton has had a history of being better
against lefties than righties. g

“Furthermore, watching Sutton the day before (in his Rays debut), | liked the way his whole
approach was. Without getting too technical, he just really followed the ball well. And he has had a
history of looking over a pitch. He doesn’t expand the strike zone. All those different reasons came
into it.”

Naturally, Sutton went 2-for-4 with a double and three RBI in the Rays’ 5-4 victory in 11 innings.
But doesn’t Maddon worry that people think he’s nuts?

“No. Not at all,” Maddon says. “It's about trying to do what | think is the right thing on that particular
day.”

Ten Rays currently are on the disabled list, including third baseman Evan Longoria and left fielder
Desmond Jennings.

“We're banged up,” Maddon says. “We have a lot of things going on right now. Where people are
confused by it, to me it makes all the sense in the world. It's not taking a leap of faith at all.

“The thing that | have working to my advantage sometimes is that I've had the chance to work in the
minor leagues for as long as | did (Prior to joining the Rays, Maddon spent 31 years with the Angels
organization, joining the major-league staff in 1996. He was the Angels bench coach for most of his

final 10 seasons in Anaheim including the last six — 2000 to 2005 — under Manager Mike Scioscia).

“| had a chance to apply a whole bunch of different things based on situations. All this stuff, I've done
it. You have to be creative in the minor leagues. There are all kinds of crazy things going on. You
have to do things a little bit differently, based on personnel, based on injuries, guys that you've lost
(to higher levels).

“For me, a lot of this stuff that people think is unusual, I've tried in a different venue. More people are
watching right now. But that doesn’'t prevent me from wanting to do it.”

Why all the defensive shifts?

“That's something | always did with the Angels back in the day, being in charge of the defense with
more rudimentary data,” Maddon says. “But the more advanced stuff we’re doing now is driven by
data we're receiving from our advance scouting. | think our advance scouting is the best.

BRAINS AND BRAWN



Only about 4 percent of MLB players are college grads. See who's at the top of the class in
baseball.

“It's a nice morphing of ideas. When | got this job (in November 2005), these are the things | wanted
to do. Playing four ouffielders a couple of years ago, Andrew (Friedman) and the boys were all on
board with that. So now we've become more sophisticated regarding how we set this up.”

Is it fair to say that the Rays have taken it to another level this season?

“It's fair to say. We've done different things,” Maddon says. “People talk about beating the shift. It
happens so infrequently and sometimes when a hitter chooses to do that, it actually works to your
benefit.

“We take all that into consideration. People may say, ‘You have Carlos Pena bunt, etc.’ But we have
different ways of looking at it from an offensive perspective. We do it at certain times, again based
on statistical stuff.”

OK, but would he do the same things if he managed the Yankees?

“Yes and no,” Maddon says. “If you’re managing the Yankees, you have more of a set lineup. So
from an offensive perspective, the awkward lineups . . . probably not. They’'ve been pretty set with
that. But from a defensive perspective, absolutely. From a bullpen perspective, absolutely. None of
that would change.

“People want to discuss lineups. It's whether you have the finances to purchase that kind of a batting
order, or if you develop it, then be able to maintain it and not have it leave you. But to me, (the
lineup) is the least interesting part of the whole thing, anyway. The most interesting is your defense
and your pitching and your bullpen.”

OK, what about the bullpen?

“I've always liked a formulaic approach,” Maddon says. “I've always recognized reverse splits (left-
handed pitchers who can get out right-handed hitters, and vice versa). I've always recognized
groundball pitchers vs. flyball pitchers. Our scouting department gives me more specifics so | can
make more informed decisions as opposed to what | thought | was seeing.

“| still believe the guy who is able to get the last three outs of a game, if he is able to do that on a
year-by-year basis, is invaluable — i.e., Mariano Rivera, (Jonathan) Papelbon. They make
managing the first eight innings so much easier.
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High-scoring Blue Jays sending mixed signals

Back end of rotation a concern, but hitting can make up for it

By Matthew Leach / MLB.com

As the Blue Jays prepare for a three-game weekend series against the world-beating Rangers in Arlington, it's worth
noting that quietly Toronto is enjoying a solid season in the game's toughest division. If the season ended now, the
Blue Jays would actually be in the postseason for the first time since they won the World Series in 1993.

Of course, the season doesn't end for another four months or so, raising the question of whether they can keep it up.
And the answer, as nearly always, is maybe. Toronto's offense has been opportunistic but still has room to be more
productive, while the team's pitching staff may be headed for something of a fali.

The Blue Jays' offense makes little sense from most angles, but ultimately it adds up. Sort of.

The most noteworthy aspect of Toronto's hitting performance is its timing. The Blue Jays have an overall team batting
line of .241/.310/.408 (batting average/on-base percentage/slugging percentage), for a pedestrian OPS of .718 that
ranks eighth in the American League. Weighted on-base average (WOBA) and Baseball Prospectus’ True Average
(TAv), two measures of overall offensive performance, both rank them as a middle-of-the-pack offense. The Blue
Jays are sixth in the league in each metric.

And yet in the one number that truly matters, they're doing great. They are third in the AL in runs scored. And it's
largely a matter of when the hits have come. With runners in scoring position, the Blue Jays have been exceptional.
Their composite batting line in RISP situations is .286/.356/.462, the .818 OPS ranking third in the AL.

Normally, you'd think that was a performance bound to normalize. Teams and players can't simply choose to hit
better in big situations. But in Toronto's case, it might be the overall numbers that move to match the performance in

the clutch.

That's because many more Blue Jays hitters have underperformed than overperformed. The only player who can
really be said to have exceeded expectations is Edwin Encarnacion. Meanwhile, Brett Lawrie, Yunel Escobar, Colby
Rasmus and of course Jose Bautista have put up lesser numbers than any reasonable projection would have
forecast.

Add that with an overall team BABIP (batting average on balls in play) of .267, second lowest in the Majors, and
there's very good reason to think that the Toronto lineup has more room to improve than to fall off.

It will need to, because the Blue Jays' pitching does appear to be bound for regression. In some of the same ways as
the Toronto offense, the club's pitching has benefited from some exquisite timing.

While the Blue Jays' team strikeout-to-walk ratio is second-to-last in the league, and they've allowed the third-most
homers in the AL, the team's ERA stands a solid sixth. That's not especially sustainable.

The Jays are a very solid defensive team, so not all of their .260 BABIP allowed is luck. But some of it is, and that
number is likely to normalize. Meanwhile, the team's strand rate, an indication of how many baserunners are being
kept from scoring, is the best in the AL at 77.1 percent. That's another number that you can expect to seek its level on
a low-strikeout pitching staff.
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Sources: Jones, O's near megadeal
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The Orioles, building on their early-season momentum, are close to signing center fielder Adam
Jones to a club-record contract extension, major-league sources say.

CASH COWS
See which MLB stars earn the highest annual salaries, who's in the $150 million club and who

makes the most at each position.

The deal, according to one source, will be “well north” of the two largest deals in team history —
Miguel Tejada’s six-year, $72 million free-agent deal and Nick Markakis’ six-year, $66.1 million
extension.

Jones, 26, is eligible for free agency after next season. He has emerged as a leader, offensive
centerpiece and defensive stalwart for the Orioles, who entered Friday with a 28-17 record, the best
in the American League.

The signing of Jones is almost certain to be well-received in Baltimore, where the Orioles are trying
to end their streak of 14 consecutive losing seasons.

Jones is among the league leaders in several offensive categories. He ranks fourth with a .958 OPS,
is tied for second with 14 homers and also is tied for eighth with 29 RBI.
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Royals' Moustakas leading charge of rising
sophomores

Before his first game in the Bronx, Royals third baseman Mike Moustakas walked out beyond the
centerfield fence and visited Monument Park. He soaked in the history, read the remembrances of the
all-time great players and took note of the plaques celebrating the legacy of George Steinbrenner and
commemorating the tragedy of 9/11.

"I know it's not the old Yankee Stadium," he said, "but it's still Yankee Stadium."

None of the players he grew up watching had their careers cast in bronze yet, in part because
Moustakas is only 23 and one of the players he most remembers -- Derek Jeter -- was in the opposing
dugout, still an active player.

That evening Moustakas, batting cleanup, homered off the rightfield foul pole in his first at bat, barely
a year after his teammate, Eric Hosmer, became the youngest player to homer at new Yankee
Stadium at the age of 21 years and 199 days. That was the first home run of the first baseman's big
league career. The next night he hit his second, and Hosmer's breakout debut season was underway.

Last year, Hosmer and Moustakas, Kansas City's top two hitting prospects, had divergent rookie
campaigns. Hosmer batted .293 with 19 home runs and a .799 OPS in 128 games, reinforcing
everyone's projections of greatness. Moustakas, on the other hand, was batting as low as .182 on
Aug. 16; only a furious six-week rally to end the season raised his average to .263, but he still hit only
five home runs in 89 games.

In 2012, however, their roles have reversed. Hosmer, now 22, is batting just .191, though he seems
to have suffered significant bad luck -- his batting average on balls in play is also .191, more than 100
points below the league average -- and has had an encouraging week; he is 6-for-18 since taking a
two-day hiatus to clear his head, including a three-hit game against the Yankees on Wednesday night.

Moustakas is hitting .279, which may only be 16 points better than last year, but his power has
returned. The one-time minor league home run leader -- he hit 36 split between Double-A and Triple-
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Led by impressive arms, Nats no novelty

By Mike Bauman / MLB.com

ATLANTA -- The question typically posed at this time of the year for a surprise contender like the Washington
Nationals is: "Can they hold up over the long haul?"

The more accurately phrased question for the 2012 Nationals might well be: "With pitching like this, why wouldn't they
hold up over the long haul?"

The novelty vaiue of the Nationals having, for instance, the second-best record in the National League is wearing off.
The fact that they are in first place in the NL East after 45 games, also has lost its shock effect. And this is, after all,
the NL's toughest neighborhood.

The Nationals beat the Atlanta Braves Friday night, 7-4, moving their record to 27-18, an even .600. The Braves,
banged up and losers of five straight, are not operating at their peak right now. And they would need to be closer to
that peak just to take a series from a team with the kind of pitching like Washington's.

Chipper Jones, the face of the Braves and a future Hall of Famer, a credible fellow in other words, lavished praise on
the Nationals' pitching staff Friday. But there wasn't anything he said that seemed at all overstated or excessive.

Jones said that Stephen Strasburg is one of the most talented pitchers he has ever faced, suggesting that Strasburg
is a "hybrid," a mixture of "a Kerry Wood in his prime and Justin Verlander."

But this is much bigger than one pitcher, even when that pitcher is Stephen Strasburg.

"They have five guys that have established themselves as the best starting staff in the game," Jones said of the
Nationals. "They have the best starting five in the game -- no doubt. They have power at the top of the rotation. They
have power all the way through. All their guys throw 94 to 98, sometimes 100 [mph].

“Their bullpen is nothing to sneeze at. They have some good quality lefty-righty arms. The reason they have been
able to sustain their level of play through all their injuries to their everyday players is the fact their pitchers keep them
in the game, night in and night out. That's the right formula.”

The statistics back Jones' claims. Coming into the weekend, the Nationals' pitching staff led the Major Leagues in
team ERA, starters' ERA, strikeouts, batting average against, fewest hits per nine innings, WHIP, fewest baserunners
allowed per nine innings, OPS against and fielding-independent pitching.

It is getting a little late to consider this kind of performance as some sort of early-season aberration, some kind of
staff-wide fluke.

Friday night, in a contest between the top two teams in the NL East, the Nationals had what for them was a pitching
issue. The Nationals struck quickly for four runs in the first off Tim Hudson, one of the top pitchers on Atlanta's staff,
or any staff for that matter.

But Washington starter Ross Detwiler was not finding the strike zone with enough consistency, and when Detwiler hit
100 pitches with one out in the fifth, Nationals manager Davey Johnson pulled him, two outs short of qualifying for the
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What do we know as Memorial Day nears?

Aside from Rangers, contenders all have question marks

By Peter Gammons / MLB.com

We know, barring plague or pestilence, that the Texas Rangers are going to play in the postseason.

Many have written the assumption that the Orioles' first-place standing at the season’s one-quarter mark will never hold, and it may
well be correct to assume that the Twins, Royals, Padres and Rockies are already in too deep -- the fact that the Padres have
already used 41 players, including the five Minor League free-agent pitchers currently on their pitching staff, makes their active
roster worth less than $30 million.

But otherwise, what do we know? The lead story in last Sunday's Boston Globe was about the embarrassment of the “last-place
Red Sox," the morning after they won a gut-wrenching game in Philadelphia against the similarly last-place Phillies.

When the Red Sox finished a three-city road trip (and 20 games in 20 days), Boston was a game in the loss column behind that
day's final Wild Card team, the Toronto Blue Jays. The Red Sox had nearly $70 million invested in players who were on the disabled
list, which they've used 15 times, while the American League East-leading Orioles and Rays had 10 players on the DL.

"Most of us have no idea what we're going to look like until the middle of July," said Orioles manager Buck Showalter. "l know we
don't."

"Other than the Rangers, who does know what they have or what they're eventually going to need?" asked Indians general manager
Chris Antonetti.

"l don't ever remember a season in which so little was clear a quarter of the way into the season,” said the Reds' esteemed veteran
GM, Walt Jocketty."

It is a very good year to have the postseason expanded, since nearly halfway to the Trade Deadline, at least two-thirds of the teams
in the two leagues can justifiably argue that the final playoff position could be visible on the horizon on Labor Day, which could mean
that only 7-10 teams will be able to justify to their fans selling at the Deadline.

"Those who are sellers will likely be able to extract more than usual, because there will be less on the market and more teams trying
to improve," said one National League general manager. "This year, we've seen the importance of keeping players healthy. Look,
the Rangers are really good, but when Neftali Feliz hurt his elbow this week, the Rangers had only had to use 25 players and had
never had to use the disabled list."

Several general managers believe that health, Triple-A depth, deep pockets and returning players may determine more in the final
two weeks than the usual Deadline acquisitions.

Much was made of the Indians' collapse last season after their strong start, but whether one prefers Wins Above Replacement,
Value Above Replacement Player or whatever, the fact is that the team Cleveland put on the field the last 3 1/2 months was worth
several fewer wins than the lineup that, when healthy, was leading the AL Central.

Do we yet have any real sense of what the Yankees and Red Sox are, as they hover around the .500 mark? Are the Yankees aging,
or are they simply in a team funk? Will they get David Robertson back healthy, and what will Andy Pettitte turn out to be?

Now that Alfredo Aceves is up to fourth in the league in saves (with three four-plus-out saves, thrice the number of the runner up),
how does anyone know what the Red Sox will be come midseason -- when they have Jacoby Elisbury, Carl Crawford and Ryan
Kalish healthy, rather than the Che-Hsuan Lin/Marlon Byrd/Daniel Nava outfield they ran out this week? And what will they be if Clay
Buchholz figures it out?
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Transactions - May 25

Previous

EDavid Pauley - RP - Angels
Angels sent RHP David Pauley outright to Triple-A Salt Lake.

Pauley was designated for assignment Thursday but has cleared waivers and will remain in the organization. The 28-year-
old posted a 4.82 ERA and 1.93 WHIP over four games with the Halos earlier this month.
May. 25 - 1:50 p.m. ET

HGaby Hernandez - SP - Diamondbacks

Diamondbacks signed RHP Gaby Hernandez to a minor league contract.

Hernandez had been pitching in the Frontier League. He'll be assigned to Triple-A Reno, where he posted a2 5.97 ERA in 15
starts last season.
May. 25 - 10:17 a.m. ET

EMiguel Montero - C - Diamondbacks

Jon Paul Morosi of FOXSports.com reports that the Diamondbacks and Miguel Montero have agreed on a five-year,
$60 million contract extension.

The deal is expected to be made official at a press conference Saturday. Montero was due to hit free agency this offseason,
but he'll now be locked up through the 2017 season. The 28-year-old backstop is off to a bit of a slow start this year, but the
Diamondbacks clearly didn't want to risk losing one of the better offensive catchers in the game.

May. 25 - 7:06 p.m. ET

Source: Jon Paul Morosi on Twitter

HERonny Paulino - C - Orioles

Orioles recalled C Ronny Paulino from Triple-A Norfolk.

He'll take Luis Exposito's spot as Matt Wieters' backup. Paulino was sent down earlier this month despite hitting .300 over
30 at-bats with the O's. He returns after batting .283/.313/.391 at Norfolk.
May. 25 - 3:25 p.m. ET

MLuis Exposito - C - Orioles
Orioles optioned C Luis Exposito to Triple-A Norfolk.

Exposito managed just one hit in 17 at-bats as Matt Wieters' backup. He's replaced on the roster by Ronny Paulino.
May. 25 - 3:26 p.m. ET

HEBill Hall - DH - Orioles
Orioles designated INF-OF Bill Hall for assignment.



Hall's playing time with the O's was limited, as he had two hits — including a homer -- over just seven at-bats covering two
weeks. He should clear waivers, but it remains to be seen if he'll accept a Triple-A assignment.
May. 25 - 3:40 p.m. ET

M Stuart Pomeranz - RP - Orioles

Orioles recalled RHP Stuart Pomeranz from Triple-A Norfolk.

Pomeranz tossed four scoreless innings for the O's earlier this month before being sent packing. He'll work in middle relief.
May. 25-3:42 p.m. ET

HDiory Hernandez - 3B - Cubs

Cubs signed INF Diory Hernandez to a minor league contract.

Hernandez was released by the Astros Wednesday after batting just .159/.240/.159 over 50 plate appearances. He'll provide
depth at Triple-A lowa.
May. 25 -10:19 a.m. ET

WZach McAllister - SP - Indians

Indians optioned RHP Zach McAllister to Triple-A Buffalo.

McAllister has fared well in his chances with the Tribe this season, holding a 3.96 ERA, 1.24 WHIP and 22/6 K/BB ratio
across 25 innings, but he's no longer needed with Josh Tomlin ready to return from the DL.
May. 25 - 12:28 p.m. ET

BJuan Diaz - SS - Indians
Indians recalled INF Juan Diaz from Double-A Akron.

Diaz was batting just .232/.280/.348 with three homers at Akron. He'll provide infield depth.
May. 25 - 12:30 p.m. ET

EWil Nieves - C - Rockies
Rockies purchased the contract of C Wil Nieves from Triple-A Colorado Springs.

He'll take the place of the injured Ramon Hernandez (hand) on the active roster and should split playing time with rookie
Wilin Rosario in the short-term. Nieves, 34, owns a lousy .221/.268/.289 batting line in the big leagues and can be ignored in

fantasy leagues.
May. 25 - 5:05 p.m. ET

BHector Gomez - SS - Rockies
Rockies transferred INF Hector Gomez from the 15-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list.

The move clears a spot for Wil Nieves on the 40-man roster. Gomez hasn't played all season due to a groin injury.
May. 25 - 5:07 p.m. ET



BJohn Danks - SP - White Sox
White Sox placed LHP John Danks on the 15-day disabled list, retroactive to May 20, with a sore left shoulder.

The move announced Thursday and has not become official. Danks is dealing with soreness behind his left shoulder, and
although he hopes to return in early June, it's no sure thing. Jose Quintana has been called up and will take Danks' spot in
the rotation Friday.

May. 25 - 2:21 p.m. ET

HJose Quintana - SP - White Sox

White Sox recalled LHP Jose Quintana from Double-A Birmingham.

Quintana made his major league debut on May 8 against the Indians by pitching 5 2/3 innings of shutout relief in the first
game of a doubleheader. He'll start on Friday against the Indians. The 23-year-old southpaw has a solid 2.77 ERA and
41/14 K/BB ratio in 48 2/3 innings over nine starts at the Double-A level this year, but we'd hold off using him in fantasy

leagues.
May. 25 - 2:23 p.m. ET

HRyan Raburn - OF - Tigers
Tigers activated Ryan Raburn from the bereavement list.

Raburn was away from the team for a few days following the death of his grandmother. He is batting just .144/.213/.216 in
34 games this year for Detroit.
May. 25 - 1:13 p.m. ET

HLuis Marte - RP - Tigers
Tigers activated RHP Luis Marte from the 15-day disabled list.

Marte had been slated to be part of the team's Opening Day bullpen before suffering a hamstring injury late in spring
training. He's healthy now and will work in middle relief.
May. 25 - 9:27 a.m. ET

WAustin Jackson - OF - Tigers
Tigers placed OF Austin Jackson on the 15-day disabled list, retroactive to May 17, with an abdominal strain.

Jackson doesn't sound confident that he'll be better anytime soon. "When | tried it in batting practice a couple of days ago,"
he said, "it didn't feel any better, and since then, | haven't done much except rest. | have to get a closer look at it to see if
there's anything slowing the progress down." We should have a better idea how long Jackson will be sidelined following
Friday's MRI.

May. 25-9:32 am. ET

Source: Detroit News

EDan Jennings - RP - Marlins
Marlins recalled LHP Dan Jennings from Triple-A New Orleans.

He'll take the place of Mike Dunn on the active roster. Jennings, who had a brief stint with the big club in late April, has a
solid 0.95 ERA and 17/5 K/BB ratio over 19 innings at the Triple-A level this year. Look for him in middle relief.
May. 25 -5:13 p.m. ET



MJerry Hairston Jr. - 3B - Dodgers

Dodgers activated INF Jerry Hairston, Jr. from the 15-day disabled list.

Hairston will start at third base and bat fifth Friday night against the Astros. The veteran infielder has been on the 15-day
disabled list since May 7 with a strained left hamstring. No word yet on the corresponding roster move,

May. 25 -6:39 p.m. ET

HJustin Sellers - SS - Dodgers
Dodgers placed INF Justin Sellers on the 15-day disabled list, retroactive to May 23, with a bulging disc in lower

back.

Sellers was scratched from Wednesday's lineup with what was described as back stiffness, but he's obviously dealing with
something more serious. Jerry Hairston, Jr. is back from the disabled list and will take his spot on the active roster.

May. 25 -6:54 p.m. ET



