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) Yankees -
First baseman hits big HR

in first; righty up to 97~~~ BRI

By Brian Heyman
< - bheyman@lohud.com

) - “ v
NEW YORK — nghtning bolted from . )O‘J (on(v
the sKy, but after a Sl-minute delay at the
start to.let the storm clouds pass, Yan- d
kees thunder crackled agam in‘'the thick o : /(/‘5’/(“/é B
Bronxair. - - : : :
Mark Teixeira flgurmes were the pro- : . :
-inotion of -the-day, but he turned-into a L o
live action hero in Wednesday s matinee. 7 { q, ( Z
. -against- Toronto, Iauno | )11 g
homer off Ricky Romero'to highlight-a. - : T ’

—49,,makihg h )
ames above SOG .at 57-

ob:

we've layed o )

“Theylead the majors w1th 146 homers :
arid have. st otie ball out in-41 of
their last 47 home ames mcludlng 14
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By DAN MARTIN

Bring on October. -

The Yankees continued their
rampage through the American
League, tossing aside the Blue
Jays 6-0'yesterday in a game that
was called after seven innings.
‘Only the rain was able to put
Toronto out of its misery.

The victory completed a sweep

imate threat to the division title:

Yankees won. for the sixth time
in sevén games and scored five or
more runs for the 10th game. in a
row.

And though veterans of The
Bronx tend to shirug off long win-
ning streaks and huge division
leads, newcomers don't,

“T've never seen anything like it,
let alorie been a ‘part of anythlng

i

even close

ined such a‘'torrid output;
Yesterday, filling'in because Cur-

how-you. win,” Derek
. “You've gotta get con-

jand hxnk it wears-on

of a team once considered a legit-

_Not anymore. Not after the’

like it;? Dewayne Wise Sald “Not

‘Wise has been one of the unex-
pected reasons the Yankees have

-tis Granderson got the day-off in. -
center, Wise had two hits and"a< :

cult to get through :
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“YES: It turns out the Yankees
Express can be halted.

All you, néed are a few million

‘buckets of rain, a féw thousand hail

stones, a sky that’s darker than-their’
caps; some lightiiing streaks to break up

the darkness .;
2, the way thmgs are going for
the Yankees right now, there were a few
-thousand brave souls who actually stoed
.ufider the stands §

: ee
. there can only be one good re son
’ With thist

a8 well as it’s hitting ~ there’sno guar— :

antee it wouldn't have figured oit a-way

in ga

. .tacked on [runs when we ziced
G

imz ‘SRR ‘Aep's,mq ) jsoa' WIOA. MBN -

wodsediu



Tex's homer keys -

4-run1st; Kuroda,
‘storm cap sweep

‘BY snvs Ay
steve.zlpay@newsduy com. -

The: ro]lmg thunderstorms
4

- for s1x runs m six innings for a
6:0-winand a three-game sweep
‘of thé Blue Jays.

Kuroda (9:7) allowed

12

Hj [
‘four ‘hits and' no’ walks to re Mz

.- bound from ‘two poor. outings:
Mark Teixeira drilied his 19th

fore ‘play was suspend-

“ed after the top of the seventh.
No Y

for
games i ¢ akland and th:ee 1n
‘ Seattle ; -

pltchmg, i
fun commg to:the ball ark. I’

NS




‘ often surpris sometunes '

powerful, and, in his.two previ-

ous starts ‘against the Angels

and the Red Sox, frustratingly
_fleeting, l:

So which one was it going to

be against the Blue Jays®: The

pitcher who:showed s of
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. DAILY NEWS NYDallyNews,com

BY PETER BOTTE -
NEWYOF(K DAILY.NEWS

“balers We nesday to keep alive
-one |of the-most impressive offen-
streaksin teamhistory.
i

front - Hiroki Kuroda,. ihe Yanks
'—completed a *5-1 ‘home
:stand. and -a- three-game

sweep.of the Blue Jays with

aram-shortened 6-0win at

“Hey, 43+ (ac
. gamés with three

t . leagie! call:

X a1 s ]eterorAl X 50 ['ean xpeettosee
) ~double b bins ,alotoffastba s - :

' Ithasn’tbeen two guys domg allthe

work. ‘We've got contributions

from so many different péople, and

that'sreally pleasing to me, becauise
it makesitso difficult fo gef through
our Imeup And 1 thmk it wears.on
pitchers.’
“ " knowwe'rea cliib that doesn’t
manufactire runs; but that's who
we are: and that’s how wé score
| Tuns”
- “ Other than the threat:

YANKEES 6 enmg weather = which

held up the start of the -

BLUEJAYS 0 game . by 51. minutes

abnd -saw “heavy rains

. forced a delay of 58 minutes’ ‘before
the garie. was called in the seventh .

~the outlook remains bnght forthe

. rollmg Yanks. The Bombers led the

AL East by 10%] games after Tampa
Bay's 10-6 -loss to the Indians

: Wednesdaymght

Kuroda ‘had coughed up 11
earned tuns without a-decision in
is previous two starts, but the vet-

- day- with & Wrist. injdiy that will
sideline him for: weeks His place

taken by a

nnant race a few. weeks . :
i ly over: The rest ‘of

Lje ue. East, has

. eranightywas “brilliant” Wednes. -
day, aecording to Girardi-Kuroda'

3 its
what ittakestowin:”.

Thursday, July 19,2012 67

just four hits and walking one
over seven shufout innings to im-
provets9-7. )

“I tried tiot {6 think about niy
last two cutings, I don’t-want to
dwell on: it, just regioup thyself

~andfocus on today's game,” Kuro--

da said through his interpreter.
“And especially when you have
that kind of run siipport eatly in
the game, you can be aggressive
andpitchinside.”

" Derek- Jeter (2-for-3) opened
thie four-rui first against Toronto
lefty Ricky Romero with a double
off the wall in.right, and Nick
Sw1$her promptly knocked him
in with-an RBI single ‘to’ nght
Teixeira then'crushied-a 2-2 piteh
to left for-his 19th homer:of the
seasoniand a3-0lead. :

Hts ]ust otié of ‘those Hot
streaks;”

fae;; sometiries theseason feels
hke one long slump withafew hot

of weeks together that make, up

~ forthose dowitimes.”

4iks (57-34) mostly have
avmded strgt 163 of downtime
iofis - throughout

" the lineup and frony several role
- playets. That iricludes thie plafoon

of “Raul - Ibafiez. -and - Andruw
Jones, whoaddedanRBI smgle to,

Hght'In_the-first, and Dewdyne

Wlse ‘who rapped n- scormg

“We'v wiinig the

lasteauple of weeks. Ttiean, ieal-
Ty redlly well
“about as good as. we've- played ¢

1B (/] probably

“Thie depth is the‘most important
- ‘thing,” Teixeira, added. “If. you
- telyton onie‘or two guys’to cairy

youir téatm, yoir're not going to. be

ableto SCOTeFuns: 1ike that'consis-

tently

“But one-through nine we.can
the. job done.:-and-
) have everybody

f That's

‘Teixeira said of his six. .
homers 4nd 19 RBI inJuly, “To

“Yoircan put a couple -




ByZACH SCHON BRUN

Yankees outfielder Dewayne
Wise:can think of one team in his
career with a lineup that can
compare with the team-he now

plays for.
YANKEES 6 It was in
e~ 2005,
BLUE JAYS 4] The
Se’ven innings Class

AAA Tole-

do Mud Hens a minor league af-

filiate of the Detrolt Tirgers, hada

batting order. that could really do: - £
"“One

some damage, he said.
through nine, guys: would just

rake =it was stupxd matfi,” Wise -
said. “But to be on this level and =

havea hneup like th1s, s
His voice trailed- off, and he

‘Pointed to the Yankees lineup -

“card for ‘Wednesday’s game a
rain-shogtetied: ~<6-0 - victory
.against thé Toronto Blue Jays
.that lncluded 12 hlts Six ifnings

games we've tackedvon and it's

"probably about as good as we've
played,” Manager Joe Glral‘dl.~‘ eas
" -utive gar

Nlck'Sw1sher, :

gdid,

The game ‘began:in sweltermg

“heat and’ ‘chokinghumiidity, but

storm: clouds perSIStentIy

| /Ym |

was' the 1994 Cleveland Ind1ans,
whose streak reached 48 Fgames

before that He gl1d-." :
ed through Tororito's banged-up‘

uns in mor‘e consec-r
in"the live-ball éra

lineup Wednesday: )

On_Monday, Toronto- slugger -
Jose Baut1sta hurt his wrist on a
swing”  In " the third inning
Wednesday, third baseman Brett
Lawrie was injured after leaping
into the concrete-floored photog-
raphers’ well while going for a
foul ball. He left the game, and
X-rays on his right ankle were

. negative; heis day to day,

But the symbolism-was fitting:
Toronto: limped out of town after
receiving " a; battermg in- - this |

-three-game series. The Blug Jays

were-outscored; 19-4, and outhit,
80:17, in three losses

“This was a rough three days
here in New York,” Toronto Man-

* ager:John Farrell said.

In" Wise's: éstimation, he has
hever - playéd:for:ar offense click-

.ing as searnlessly as-the Yankees.
~are ‘now. That Toledo squad —

which' & ured a young Gran-

Stock Exchange on Wednesday
mormng - B

Py




MLB.COM

Yanks earn sweep with rain-shortened shutout

Teixeira homers in four-run first; Kuroda splendid through seven

By Bryan Hoch / MLB.com | 7/18/2012 6:55 PM ET

NEW YORK -- The Yankees flashed their brand of impressive thunder before Mother Nature
decided to take the stage for her own show on Wednesday. That seems to be just about the only
thing capable of cooling off their red-hot bats.

Mark Teixeira's two-run homer highlighted a four-run first inning and Hiroki Kuroda hurled
seven superb innings as the Yankees notched contributions up and down the lineup, posting a
rain-shortened 6-0 victory over the Blue Jays at Yankee Stadium.

"If you rely on one or two guys to carry your team, you're not going to be able to score runs like
that consistently," Teixeira said. "One through nine, we can get the job done. We've had different
guys step up. When those guys are coming through, it makes the whole lineup that much better."

Teixeira's early two-run blast -- coming after fans received a ceramic figurine in his likeness as a
stadium giveaway -- forecast an ugly afternoon for lefty Ricky Romero, who was belted for six
runs in six innings before the rains came.

The game was declared official and complete following a 58-minute delay, with the Yankees
waiting to bat in the seventh inning. Earlier, lightning delayed the first pitch for 51 minutes.

Dewayne Wise also drove in two runs for the Yankees, who have won nine of their last 11
games. They've scored three runs or more in 42 straight games since May 30, joining the 1994
Indians (48 games) as the only teams to do so in the live ball era.

"We've swung the bats really well in the last couple weeks," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said.
"I mean, really, really well. We've had some big outputs. We've jumped on people early. We've
come from behind late. We've tacked on. It's probably about as good as we've played.”

Robinson Cano extended his hitting streak to a career-high 21 games, the longest by a Yankee
since Derek Jeter hit in 25 straight from Aug. 20 to Sept. 16, 2006. Nick Swisher logged a first-
inning RBI single -- his 500th career hit as a Yankee -- and Andruw Jones also drove in a run.

"Our middle of the lineup feels consistent and has a chance to do some damage every day,"
Swisher said. "It's a lot of fun coming to the ballpark right now."



It was plenty of backmg for Kuroda ‘who bounced back from a pair of rocky outlngs agamst the . o
-~ RedSox and Angels for hrs ﬁrst win 1n three efforts He is undefeated in e1ght of nme starts s1nce R
-'May27 T A '

:&, B

- . "Espec1ally when you have that kmd of run support early in the game, you can be aggressrve and
- trytogo 1ns1de on: r1ght1es and leftles and that's what I did. today,'f Kuroda sard through an.
o 1nterpreter B : , , S

. Kuroda showed excellent command of h1s splitter and sl1der in part1cular, 11m1t1ng the Blue J ays AR
_ to four hits. He walked none and struck out ﬁve ina 108-p1tch outmg, credlted as hrs thrrd career oL T
o completegame S S : ; :

e "The Blue J ays are an aggress1ve team and we Just used the1r aggressweness agamst them el i
- catcher Russell Martin said. "The main th1ng is, you don't want. to walk anybody You want to
g make them earn 1t so we p1tched to contact.” " : ST T . - L

- The Yankees padded> the1r lead in the mlddle 1nn1ngs off Romero Wlse stroked a ground—rule
- ~.doublein the fourth and added a sharp RBI. smgle in the s1xth dr1v1ng home J ayson N1x both :
o t1mes S S , . : -

L "You know you re golng to get some p1tches to h1t " W1se sard "I know they d rather face me

| _you ve Just got to go in there see 1t and hrt 1t S
Romero has lost h1s last ﬁve starts for Toronto He surrendered 12 h1ts walklng two and str1k1ng
"outtwo ' . RS S c -

"I thought early on he was 5 : the zone qu1te» a bit L aysmanager John Farrellsald"TheWay T R

irini :'”,as th1rd basﬁ 1an Brett

Lawrre tumbled into the camera wel pursuing a Teixerra foul pop Laere was taken for X- rays
- but was dlagnosed with _]LlSt a rrght calf contus1on o : o

- "I sawvhlm go down and then I heard a loud crash Telxelra sa1d "You really worry about a




- storm-shortened wm

' S|lllness of the moment

N :Evgnliﬁ!ng

E Yankees Imeup pounces on Toronto llue Jay pltchmg |n 6 0

',Publishe::;We_dnesday,f:Julyj;18,'2'01,2','5:06'PM' Updated: Wednesday, July 18, 2012, 9:25PM -~

By BrendaniPruvnty/'l.'rhe ',Starfl.edg_er - -

o NEW 'YOR'K —"'They were‘wearing their triaveling":day best" trying t-o doa quiCk pack-up—:and?go tobéat ,

. the trafﬁc to the|r fllght to the West Coast but nelther Derek Jeter nor CC Sabathla could get past the '

O

. Agroup bffrebo‘rtérs had asked the Yankees captain if t0day’s'storm-sh0rtened vic'tory'a'nd latest

L "f‘,eXISted s‘,

”'{;lesplay of raw baseball power 5|gnaled that th|s team had establlshed |tself as one of the powers of

.'{
i

' the Amencan League e o : o e - . . E ,: S - = e it l e

Lt “Seven 3

. b.--we'w ‘fe playmg — we ‘were terrlble Wouldn't make the playoffs Remember, co

“Yeah, I rememberthat Sabathia ;be;njcswea ;fram"behirid[him’.; P

: These days |t would be amazmg |f anyone stlll felt that way Any plnstrlped problemlr that may have ‘

_ eII in the past as the Yankees completed a three 'ame

S The game was called early due to the severe thunderstorms that pelted the metropolltan area but not

-:'before the Iatest example of the Yankees flexmg thelr con5|derable offenswe muscle N g S

‘ght games ago everyone sald our season was over W|th 4 Jeter sa|d “nght? W|th how bad By o



. VSWISher who scored on a Mark Telxelra home run After a groundout by Alex Rodrlguez Roblnson ’

L Cano doubled (extendlng hIS hlttlng streak to 21 games) and was drlven |n by Jones

o beglnnmg tor

: By the tlme thelr seventh hltter reached the batter s box ln the flrst mnmg, the Yankees had aIready

s scored four runs Toronto starter Rlcky Romero (8 6 5 22) became the latest oppOSlng hurler to. get

, burled under the power of th|s Imeup Even Wlth reserves Dewayne Wlse, Jayson N|x and Andruw y -f .

L Jones |n the Ilneup card the Yankees roIIed W|th mlnimal effort

T

" And for the 43rd consectitive game, the Yankees scored three runs or more.

',! .

o “To be able to score three or more runs. |n 43 stralght games, that s pretty tough to do " Yankees
o \manager Joe Glrardl sald ' “I know we re a cIub that doesn’t manufacture a ton of runs, but that s who '

T we are. Thatrs how we;score runs. )

o -Casefin poin‘t':rThe first'innin‘g.fe’atured a Iead-o‘ffdouble'by Jeter”-who .s'cored on -a’-single by Nick :

g It made for a confldent afternoon for starter HlI"OkI Kuroda (9 7 3 46), who scattered four hlts over
: seven |nn|ngs But for good measure, the Yankees got some addltlonal offensuve support from N|x and

. Wlse N|x had base h|ts in the fourth and SIxth |nn|ngs and was drlven home both tlmes by W|se

: “It 5 good you re always gomg to get pltches to hlt " Wlse sald “Everybody thmks of Jeter AIex

7

B Curtls (Granderson), Cano, S0 you know youf re gomg to get some fastballs gomg in there You Just
' j::have to see lt and hlt |t A
o If that approach seems S|mple |t s because lt IS These days the Yankees aren’t trylng to overthlnk

: thlngs Headlng out to the West Coast for back to back three game serles agalnst Oakland and Seattle

g ht the Yankees have won 10 of thelr 13 games |n JuIy

Al thanks to their offense, which is-averaging nearly six ruﬁé?é game over that stretch:. .

; “Our m|ddle of the Imeup |s conS|stent and has a chance to do some damage every day,” SW|sher sald

o “But the top and the bottom turnmg |t over7 It s a Iot of fun comlng to the ballpark rlght now' "

coi



..

: A couple of weeks ago, that wasn’t the case But the Yankees know that th|s |s baseball wh|ch means e : L R

N there S, plenty Ieft of it They also know that wlth the way they re h|tt|ng, thmgs can start to fly by

quuckly S E i T e

- “I've been really pleased Withhow it's been shéred Girardi,said about'his team’s offensive

S 'productlon “It hasn’t been two guys domg aII the work |n a sense We ve gotten contrlbutlons from f

. /
. S0 many dlfferent people in th|s Ilneup and that s really pIeasmg to me. It makes |t dlfﬁcult to get

- 'through our Ilneup and 1 thmk lt wears on pltchers A




NORTHJERSEY COM i T

Yankees top Blue J ays 6 0 1n shortened game :

WEDNESDAY JULY18 2012 LAST UPDATED WEDNESDAY JULY 18 2012, 10 32 PM AR
BY AN DREW GROSS i : : : g

NEW YORK Perhaps it’s obv10us, glven how everythmg that can go well is gomg well rlght now for
the Yankees But the team opens its ﬁnal West Coast tr1p of the season tonlght in Oakland at
'somewhatofanapex SR o : ; - :

~

o r“,It’s vprobably about as good as We’ve played,” manager Joe Girardi said}; :

The Yankees fimshed a three game sweep of the Blue J ays - and a 5 1 homestand w1th a 6 -owin oo

Wednesday afternoon in a ra1n—shortened seven 1nn1ngs at the Stadlum before a crowd of 45, 986
"The start of the game was delayed 51 m1nutes due to 11ghtn1ng and itwas called off after 58 mlnute

walt

H1rok1 Kuroda (9 7); buoyed by a four—run lead after the f1rst inning, rebounded after two shaky
L starts and was credlted with his third c career complete game Bench players J ayson le and Dewayne '
Wlse comblned to go 4-for-6 w1th two runs and two RBI :

N I -

Meanwhlle, the Yankees (57—34) scored‘at least three runs for the 42nd stralght game and at least
ﬁve for the 1oth stralght They ve homered in 14 stra1ght home games and 23 of the1r last 24 '

7 ‘7 “You don t go 1nto a game thlnkmg you re’ gomg to get a certaln amount of runs, N1ck Sw1sher sa1d '
- “I don t know 1f [the p1tchers] are relaxed but you deﬁmtely feel better out there pltchmg when you o
have the lead A

“No [d1v1s1on] lead is blg enough so.we're go1ng to keep pushlng,” Sw1sher added “We wanttowin.
' as’ many games as poss1ble It'd be mce towin 100 games We’ll keep pushmg and ﬁghtmg hard and
ifwe do that we’ll be rlght where we need to be E ISR o L o

Overall the Yankees who swept thelr elghth serles of the season Just one shy of 2011 s total = have
o won n1ne of thelr last 11. They go lnto Oakland havmg won n1' e} stralght there, the1r longest road
T w1nn1ng streak agalnst the Athletlcs smce 1956 when that franch1se was based in Kansas C1ty, Mo
2 “I thought we had a really good homestand playlng a tough Angels team and a pretty tough Toronto o :
' team that s been tough on us in the past G1rard1 sald We ve swung the bats well the last couple of

o8



i weeks We ve had some blg outputs We ve Jumped on people early We ve come from behlnd late 1n c

'fgamesWevetackedon f_l o R . R B

7 Th1s time, the Yankees led 4 0, after ﬁve batters agamst lefty R1cky Romero (8 6), who lost h1s ﬁfth - 7

stralght start

' Derek Jeter opened the 1nn1ng w1th an oppos1te-fie1d double and scored on Sw1sher s smgle up the '

_5 i ﬁrst—base llne Mark Telxelra then hitas-2. pltch over the wall in left-center to make it 3-0. Roblnson o
S Cano’s. one -out double extended his hlttlng streak to 21 games — the tearn’s longest since Jeter’s 20-

B game streak in 2006 and the longest bya Yankee second baseman since: Joe Gordon s 29-game o

g o streak 1n 1942 and he scored on Andruw Je ones s1ngle

’: We feel really good sa1d Telxelra, who is h1tt1ng 326 wrth six homers and 19 RBI in July “It all
7 starts w1th startlng pltchlng It allows the defense to go out and make plays beh1nd thern and 1t
e ’allows the offense to relax - : '

s T s

T ;‘The depth is the': most'iniportant'thlng, Telxelra added “If you rely on one or two guys to carry your' RIS

T .team you re not gomg to be able to score runs 11ke that cons1stently L 7’ R

. le playlng shortstop Wlth Jeter as the des1gnated h1tter,'j SR




Yanks cap sweep of Jays in rain-shortened win

Associated Press ) / (o1

NEW YORK -- On Wednesday, it was Dewayne Wise. Next time it might be Raul Ibanez or
Andruw Jones or Jayson Nix. The New York Yankees are on a roll and a big reason for the
success is the contributions of their role players.

And Wise knows why.

"They'd rather face me than (Derek) Jeter, and Curtis (Granderson), Alex (Rodriguez) and (Robinson)
Cano," Wise said after driving in two runs in the Yankees' 6-0, rain-shortened victory over the Toronto
Blue Jays that completed a thorough three-game sweep.

"You got Hall of Famers all through the lineup. It's just one of those lineups that don't come around that
often."

Hiroki Kuroda pitched four-hit ball for his first shutout since 2008, when he was with the Los Angeles
Dodgers. The tarps came out after he pitched the seventh inning, and the game was called following a
58-minute rain delay. The complete game was the third of Kuroda's career.

Mark Teixeira hit a two-run homer in a four-run first inning, lifting the Yankees to their ninth win in 11
games. They are a season-high 23 games over .500 (57-34).

New York scored at least three runs for a 42nd straight game, the second-longest streak since 1920. The
1994 Cleveland Indians went 48 games in 1994, the Yankees said based on information provided by the
Elias Sports Bureau.

"We've pitched well. We've swung the bats well the last couple of weeks. | mean really, really well,"
manager Joe Girardi said. "I've been really pleased with how -- it's kind of been shared. It hasn't been
one or two guys doing all the work. You've gotten contributions from so many different people in this
lineup. ... It makes it difficult to get through this lineup, and | think it wears on pitchers. They gave Ricky
Romero no time to settle in. He lost a career-worst fifth straight start. The Blue Jays not only are leaving
town two games under .500 for the first time this season, they will be limping into Boston with two
injuries. Brett Lawrie bruised his right calf flipping over a railing trying to catch a foul pop in the third
inning. All-Star slugger Jose Bautista strained his wrist on a swing Monday night and was put on the 15-
day disabled list.

"Well, it was a costly series," Blue Jays manager John Farrell said. "Obviously getting swept, first and
foremost, and then the injury to Jose in Game 1 and then today with Brett going over the railing."

Lawrie slammed his right leg onto an unpadded railing inside a camera well while somersaulting over the
cushioned railing separating the deep well from the field next to the Toronto dugout. The 22-year-old



) trled standmg up but lmmedlately went down after puttmg weight on hIS Ieg Several members of the S -

" Blue: Jays staff ran from the dugout to assrst Lawrle

RN

L "l hrt rt $0 flush and |t was;ust a Iong falI { felt I|ke | was in the a|r for I|ke 5 seconds " Lawrle sald “From
, where the cameras S|t behlnd that; it Iooks Ilke it kind' of cuts off rlght there but it actually goes down . i

o I|ke another 3 1/2 feet So it's l|ke a 5 5 1/2 foot drop lt sure feIt like it."

' ,X rays were negatlve and he is day to day Lawrle hopes to play Frlday FarreII saw thlS serles asa '
- chance help deflne the Blue Jays season WeII the Yankees outscored Toronto 18 4 and outhomered
R ,thelr AL East rlval 4- 1 ' S ’ : ' :

'7 7 “It S not what we- enV|S|oned FarreII sald “And yet | thought we.came in here and we- played weII for
© the flrst game and three quarters (The Yankees are) a very good team that s probably playmg thelr best

_baseballofthe year over the Iast month or s0." o
L Headed to Oakland |mmed|ately followrng the game for the start ofa srx-game tr|p that begms Thursday, B f o
= the) Yankees wasted no. trme after a51- mmute delay at the start Caused by some ‘dramatic llghtmng and :' ' 7
fiboomlng thunder = but no rain.Jeter Ied off the first with a double, the first of the four e 'ra,-base h|ts g", e
- Jinthei inning. Nick Swrsher had an RBI single, Telxelra foIlowed Wlth his 19th homer, a two-run shot. - SRR
L With one out Cano and Jones had consecutlve doubles to make it 4 0 Cano has a 21-game hlttlng ' ST
j:streak R T T SRR SR o
: ‘}_':',.Wlse had an RBI double in the fourth and a run scorlng smgle in the s|xth off Romero He started |n o o o
L ) ,center f|eld, glvmg Granderson a day off Granderson had started 89 of New York's f|rst~90 games T T I
;"You ve got to get contrlbutlons from everyone Jetersald . j 57_: ) , LR
o IER Rt
AT



: - A Suddenly Sharp Rotatlon 3weeps Away Jays

//a /11

' Consrdenng the immense collectlon of talent that populates thair everyday l|neup, the Yankees offensrve explosron over the past month—

, By JARED DIAMOND

while |mpress|ve—shouldn't come as much ofa surpnse Any team that can. put an All-Star at every posltron expects to score plenty of runs. »; " ,': o

o

e But in the past three days the Yankees showed the rest of the Amencan League what happens when thelr startrng prtchers hold up therr end -

E _ of the bargaln They look pract|cally unstoppable

.leokr Kuroda allowed just four hrts in even sparkllng |nn|ngs Wednesday, Ieadlng the Yankees to a 6 0 ratn—shortened win over the Blue -
- - Jays. Kuroda recerved credit-for a complete game'in a contest that ended before the bottom-of the sgventh. Mark Terxerra smashed a two-
~.oTun home runin the Yankees' four—run fi rst |nn|ng provrdmg Kuroda with all the run support he needed : e T T

“n the process the Yankees completed a domlnating three game sweep of Toronto, totally stlﬂlng one of the best hrttlng teams in baseball.r
Kuroda, CC-Sabathia and Phil Hughes—the top three prtchers in the Yankees rotatlon—comblned te surrender a total of two runs jn 20
’ mnings throughout the serles . B ) . o e ) .

- *This'is p’robably about—as' good as we've pl'ayed," manager Joe _Gir'ardi said. :
- From the moment the season began, a shaky starting rotati'on‘ semed like the only thing that could possibly lead to fhe Yankees" undoing.
<. They dealt with . devastating injuries to front-ling pitchérs, losing Michael Pineda for the entire yéar and Andy Pettitte for most-of it. They )
" temporarily bounced Freddy Garcia froni the rotation altogether after a horrendous Aprrl and Hughes nearly went W|th him. Kuroda and Ivan

’ Nova struggled to malntaln any semblance of. con5|stency : . :

' "jornt though the Yankees see a rolatlon stamng to fi nd |tself cC Sabathla came off the dlsabled list Tuesday and threw srx
frames Hughes owns a 2.83 ERA smce June 3 _K rodas ERA stts at 2 61 since May 27 T i

"It‘s a Iot of fun comlng to the ballpark nght now." Nlck SW|sher sald



e sweep, one short of thelr total for all of Iast season

;} - The LoHud Yankees Blog http //yankees Ihblogs com - e

, Yankees postgame- The wms keep on commg ,
f,Posted By Brlan Heyma On July 18 2012 @ 7 55 pm In MISC | 295 Comment

B Its hard to n|tp|ck these days All the Yankees do is win.’ : S

‘:"After thlS 6- 0 rain- shortened V|ctory, they had taken three stralght SiX of seven nlne of 11 26 of 35

' _ and 36 of 49, maklng them a seaso\n h|gh 23 games above 500 at 57- 34 Th|s was the|r elghth

_ N “We ve p|tched well and we ve swung the bats really well the Iast couple of weeks I mean really, ] |
“really well,” Joe Girardi- sa|d “We've had some big outputs. We've jumped on: people early. We've ; '
: come from behlnd late |n games We ve tacked on. It's: probably about as good as we' e played oo

The lead is up to a Iarge 10 games in- the East, pendlng tonlghts actlwty But Derek Jeter ramed all L
'overthatfact . L . -~ - - )

St really doesn’t make a d|fference " Jeter sald “There are so*many games to go. Everyone sa|d our
. 'season was over W|th (two months ago), how bad wé were playmg, we were terrlble we wouldn’t
: make the playoffs It s way too early for any of that . . :

Mark Te|xe|ra is havmg a b|g July After gomg 2 for 3 Wlth a two run homer he’s. up to: 326 Wlth three o
. doubles six homers and 19 RBI this month : . g -

o *To me, the season feels I|ke one long slump wrth justa few hot streaks mlxed in,” Te|xe|ra sald “As a
L power: hitter, you're going to'go through a lot of streaks where" you don’t do much at the plate But
you can put a couple of weeks together that make up for those down tlmes LR : : S

' 7 Telxelra Ilked hlS flgurme that was glven out So d|d N|ck SW|sher

o “SW|sh asked me for one, SO I gave mlne to hlrn " Te|xe|ra sald “It looks pretty good, good swmg
- there: Whoever made it dld a great ]Ob I got a blg box I brought them home My k|ds wnll like playlng
' VW|ththem ”'f"_:;. o : ,

s Telxelra, obwously dldn't I|ke seelng what happened to Brett Lawrle The th|rd baseman went flymg
- ‘overthe rail trying to. catch Teixeira’s foul pop in the third-and fell into the camera well. He left the -
B game, but the X~ rays came back negatlve He suffered a: brwse below the rlght calf The Jays have
- hlm as day to day . : . T :

. "‘You k|nd of feel somewhat respon5|ble when you h|t a ball and a guy gets hurt on the play,” Telxelra L
' sa|d s Im glad nothlng was serlously |nJured R T e IR
o No complalnts W|th leokl Kuroda Not after allowmg four hltS fanmng f|ve and walklng none in seven e
*_Innings. Glrardl pralsed h|s sl|der splltter and fastball Iocatuon B : .

_ The Yankees d|d make a roster move after the game, sending D J M|tchell to Tr|ple A and callmg up -
-Dav1d Phelps : : : : L : o B )

7 _ ’So How’ |t son to Oakland for four games and then three in Seattle Thursday nlght s matchup w1ll
' feature Freddy GarC|a and A’J Grlffln A - ,
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] E-Rod / fter two d"ys of DH duty to rest h|s strff neck A
' photog,f pher s well; allowing Lawne to get to second base
- ba|l out his th|rd baseman ) : .

e

Wednesday, July 18, 2012 i,

: Rapld Reactlon Yankees 6 Blue Jays 0

g What it means: That rlght now, the Yankees are’so good they can beat everythmg but the weather They Jumped on Rlcky

o Romero inthe flrst inning, were up.6- 0 after 6- 1/2 innings; but couldn t qulte outrun Mother Nature, who shut thmgs down

. béfore the Yankees could bat in'the seventh. It goes into- the books as a win, their frfth in-the six games since play resumed after
: the AII-Star break and elghth in thelr last 10 games And now they ‘head to the West Coast where they should clean up on the
. Athletlcs and Marmers :

: Complete leo leokl Kuroda got credlt fora complete game, and he was completely domlnant for. h|s seven |nn|ngs, in Wthh
-~ "he allowed: Just four hits, two of them |nf|eld smgles, walked no one and struck out f|ve Qwetly, he has developed |nto a more- :
Ce than rellable No Zstarter . )

f' . Figure of strength On Mark Terxe|ra Flgurme Day, the real Tex blasted a flrst |nn|ng changeup from R|cky Romero mto the ' -
bullpen W|th Nlck SW|sher aboard to glve the Yankees a3- O Iead : ’ : : o

S

L 24 up | to 21 Robbre Cano extended his h|tt|ng streak to 21 games when his flrst |nn|ng I|ner to. deep Ieft was scored a double -
B gven though it bounced off left f|eIder Rajal Davis' glove o '

g

/

e VDe'-'lighthl:, Starting'in _C'F—o,n a 'rare' day—_offfor Curtis Gréndersbh, DevVayhe Wise had'a double and a single,and tWO RBIs; R

K Close caII Blue Jays thlrd baseman Brett Lawrle made a. spectacular attempt to catch Terxerra 'sfoul pop in the thlrd but

wound up fI|pp|ng over the rail and tumbllng, frlghtenlngly, lnto the photogs well his rlght Ieg comlng down hard on a steel

' rarlmg on his way down He had. to eave the game, ‘Omar: Vnzquel moved from- SSto 3B and- Yunel Escobarvcame in to play
- short, Report from the Jays is Lawrle suffered a rl ht calf éontusron and was taken for a precautlonary X ray, Wthh was " L
- negatlve Could ve been a Iot worse; : : : : : : : )

-y

c Bronx cheers‘ A Rod S fleldmg has replaced h|s (lack of) hlttmg as the object of scorn from Yankees fans After he' bobbled a: :
= grounder by Escobar - scored a base h|t =-in the srxth mnlng, he got a very mock cheer from the crowd when he settled under a .. =

outs

v- What s -omlngiA column from me on why the Yankees are $6 good they re bormg AIso, Mlke Mazzeo erI have assorted blog
themsonth daysleos Lo : | S0 : i R

s

- 'i:: And then‘-‘ Cross country fllght tonlght followed tomorrow by game one of a four game serles agamst the Athletrcs in Oakland
- Freddy Garma (4 2, 5. 25) vs. RHP AJ: Griffm (1-0, 2 63) flrst pltch at 10 05 pim. T -

-

B

: \ =

,,fth one out in the flrst But Kuroda set down the next two Jays to



. - that s what | dld today," Kuroda saud
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':?,'Kuroda crmses to seven mnmg shutout

g The Yankees handed leokl Kuroda a 4 O Iead in the bottom of the flrst mnmg - and the 37-year—old '
Japanese rlghty d|d the rest B : . : , ,

- Kuroda cruised’en route to a se'yen -inning complete-game shutout -- the third comp'lete game: shutout |
o of his career = aIIowmg just four h|ts in'the Yankees 6-0 ra|n shortened V|ctory over the BIue Jays on ’
S Wednesday afternoon at Yankee Stadlum ' T o '

. ”When you get a Iot of run support you can be reaIIy aggresswe and try to go ln5|de on rlghtles and

o Kuroda (9 7) who walked none and struck out flve has not Iost smce June 19 and is 6 1 in h|s past seven» x
dec1snons He had glven up a comblned 12 runs |n his prevnous two starts SO th|s was an |mpresswe S -
= turnaround performance ' R P - . o - § o

B trled to not thmk about my Iast two outmgs as much as p055|ble I try not to dweII on |t Ku'rdda séfd, L

4 jUSt wanted to focus on today s game

y On Wednesday afterno Ehe had to wait out a 51- mlnute Ilghtnmg delay before takmg the h|l| But from : o
} the f'rst mning on he had,_great command of hIS splltter and sIIder : o

' “I thought he Iocated hIS fastball extremely weII and he kept away from the flrst guy gettmg on, WhICh o e

- o has plagued h|m the Iast couple starts manager Joe Glrardl sald

Just once e

.:/

:"The Blue Jays connected for one extra base h|t off Kuroda --J P. Arenc|b|a s double Ieadmg off the flfth L |

, Toronto never got a runner past second agalnst hlm and had two runners on base |n the same mnlng

—

i : , I'n{four._dayﬁti_rne starts; Kuroda has held opponenits scofeless In 30 innings pitched. =

: (
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‘Wise, Nix latest examples -
~of Yankees’ depth making
outstanding contributions

By:Brian Heyman
bheyman@lohud.com

NEW YORK = Curtis. Granderson has
been a quickemoving, homesrun-hitting
fixture, starting.88 of the Yankees" first
90:games-in center. Plus, there was one

" game asthe DH: S
-~ Butwithlefty Ricky Romierq starting
forthe Blue Jays; Joe Girardigave Gran:
‘derson a day of rest Wednesday in'the
. homestand finale. 0T
.~ “IfI'm going to takea day off for him,
T'm going to do (it against) a left-hander,”

ng cast

“partof that have won have got

pending: the JOL VY
night's activity. But Jeter wasn't:d

Girdrdi said. “I think on thé road trip
we’re going to see six out of seven right-

‘handers, so I just chose'today,” -

Dewayne Wise filléd in and contribut-
ed two hits and two RBL. Also, Derek Je-
ter received a partial rest, serving as
DH. Jayson Nix played the part of the
Captain at shortstop and added a single
andadouble'to go withno mish
sively inthe Yankees'rain-sh
victory at Yankee Stadium.

- Their depth was showing a
. “That’show you win,” J
“You've got to get contribution

¥ £ b

butions fr ",,a})l()t of different guys.”
’lead inthe Eastreached 10 gari
ing: the outcome of Wedn:

o

ncontris -
L

Lo phus D fiafiz o

stars again in 6-0

ing victory,- - . -

“It-really doesn’t make a différence,”
Jeter said. “There are so many games to
go. Everyone said our season was oyer
with (two months.ago); How bad we were

playing; we were terrible; we ‘wouldn’t -

make the playoffs, ... It's way too early
for-any of that.»- .

- Teixeira’s: figurifie: The Mark Téixeira

figurine that -was-distributed .depicted
him in mid-swing left-handed. Teixeird

,-could see’a resemblance. He handed one
- ‘over to Nick-Swisher.© N

“Swish asked me for orie, 50 I gave
niine to hiny

made it did a'great job; 1 got a big box,

~brought them home. My, kids will like
‘playing with them.” 7 T

1, Teixéira-said. -“It 1ooks -
pretty good, good swing there, Whoever

victory over Jays

Lawrie takés a tumble: Toronto third
baséman Brett Lawrie leftthe game in
the third after flying over a rail trying to
catch a Teixeira foul popand falling into
the camera well near the Blue J ays’dug-
out, Jays miapager John Farrell said:
“That camera well'is pretty deep.” Law-
rie wert for X-rays, which came back
negative, He hasa briise below the right
calf and is day to day. -

- “You kind of feel'somewhat responsi-
ble - when you hit a ball and a guy gets
hurton the play,” Teixeira.said. ;. I'm
glad nothinig was seriously injured.” -
Extra:-bases: After the gamie, the Yan-

‘kees recalled righty David Phelps from
~Triple<A.  and: sent. down righty - DiJ.

Mitchell.'.... The Yankees have eight se-
ries’sweeps, one short of th'gir total from

all of last year.

—
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Yanks are lean, mean win machine

By Wallace Matthews
ESPNNewYork.com

Covering the Yankees these days is about as much fun as writing technical manuals. And very similar.

It is difficult to imagine a subject more boring than writing about machinery, and right now, the Yankees
are a machine.

A hitting, fielding, pitching, winning machine.

They played a game against the Toronto Blue Jays on Wednesday afternoon that started at 1:56 p.m. --
there was a 51-minute non-rain delay -- and was over about six minutes later.

Unfortunately, the official end didn't come for another three hours, a period of time that included
another rain delay -- this one a real one that lasted 58 minutes before the umpires did the sensible
thing and waved this one off.

But after the Yankees put four runs on the board in the first inning -- three of them on the first 10
pitches thrown by Ricky Romero -- the only time the game was truly interesting to watch was whenever
the baseball was hit to Alex Rodriguez.

The rest of it was so predictable the tickets to this one should have had "Foregone Conclusion" stamped
across them.

That's how good the Yankees are right now.

They are 36-13 since May 21, 5-1 since the All-Star break and 8-2 since July 6, when they traveled to
Boston for what would have been a pivotal midsummer series in years past but turned out to be a
weekend massacre.

In this series, they not only swept the Blue Jays, who have traditionally been tough on them, they broke
them as well. Toronto leaves town without its most fearsome hitter, Jose Bautista, who went on the DL
on Monday after injuring his wrist on a swing, and possibly without Brett Lawrie, who took a frightening
tumble into the photographer's well chasing a foul ball and miraculously came away with only a bruised
calf.

"This was tough three days here in New York," said Blue Jays manager John Farrell, with more than a
hint of understatement.



Now, the Yankees head to the West Coast for seven games, four against the weak Qakland Athletics,
who they swept at Oakland in May, and three against the even weaker Seattle Mariners.

By the time they get back, they might well have a double-digit lead in the AL East, and be close to, if not
at, 30 games over .500, with two months of baseball left to play.

"Two months ago, they said our season was over with," Derek Jeter said. "Seventy games ago, everyone
was saying how bad we were playing. We were terrible. We weren't going to make the playoffs. Right,
cey

"Yeah, | remember that," said CC Sabathia.

Well, | don't recall anyone saying that then -- Jeter never identified who "they" might be -- and | can
guarantee no one is saying that now.

The numbers say that on July 18, 2012, the New York Yankees are the best team in baseball, and your
eyes tell you that they win with a machine-like precision that over the past month or so has wrung
almost all the suspense out of their games.

"This is probably as good as we've played," said Joe Girardi, who used to be kidded about relying on his
collection of binders but lately has been making moves as if they were preordained in the Bible.

As a result, 90 games into the season, the only thing that has been able to stop the Yankees is Mother
Nature, and even that powerful and bellicose lady has only been able to do that once this year.

They lost Michael Pineda in spring training? So what. They lost Brett Gardner nine games into the
season? No big deal. They lost Mariano Rivera before Memorial Day? Pish.

Nothing seems to have any effect on this team, not even the news that Gardner, expected back months
ago, may not be seen again until next year. So the Yankees will have to muddle through with a platoon
of Andruw Jones and Raul Ibanez, who between them have 75 years on earth and 24 home runs this

season.

Or that Andy Pettitte, counted on to rescue the staff after Pineda went down, probably won't be back
before September after breaking an ankle. In his place, suddenly Hiroki Kuroda is pitching like an ace and
Ivan Nova and Phil Hughes are justifying the faith the Yankees have stubbornly showed in them.

No Rivera? It's OK, there's Rafael Soriano. No Joba Chamberlain? There's David Robertson. And Boone
Logan, Cody Eppley and Clay Rapada.

You want to give Jeter a DH day? Jayson Nix can play short. And pick up a couple of hits and score two
‘runs. Curtis Granderson is overdue to sit out a game? Dewayne Wise can play center. And drive in a
couple of runs with a single and a double.

"Our depth is the most important thing," said Mark Teixeira, who set the tone on Mark Teixeira Figurine
Day by hitting a two-run homer off Romero before the Yankees had made an out in the first inning.



7 compensat‘ed for

R pretty sure |t |s no fluke et

: And if there is 'adifference' between- last year's 'Yankees ‘an'd this year's, it is the factzthat ho injury is L
- catastrophlc any absence can be overcome and any area of under—performance can, and has been

)

, L "y s resnllency, man," Nick SWIsher sald "These guys are role players and any tlme they get a chance to
. get in there, they seem to do well I m startlng to expect that stuff every day now. It s a lot of fun comlng
E to the ballpark rlght now " B S T

g VSo it seems S|IIy to pomt out that A Rod is stlll on pace for a dlsappomtmg, and possnbly omlnous 26

~ home runs despite apparently being healthler than he has been in years; that Granderson is on pace for
o 182 strikeouts, WhICh would not only be his career hlgh but also more than any Yankee has ever struck :
. out ina smgle season, breaklng the record held by --you guessed It - Curtls Granderson, that Telxelra |s '
L 'stlll struggllng to keep h|s average at about 250 that Russell Martln, the startlng catcher contlnues to

- or, my favorlte complamt of aII that the Yankees hlt too many home runs. ©

R The fact is, the same team that was shut out three tlmes in the first month of the season has now scored
: at Ieast three runs in each of |ts past 43 games and who really cares how they do lt’-’ o '

T ."l ve been ’really'pleased W|th how it's kmda been'shared " G‘lrardl sa|d of h|s offense' “You gét
. ' contrlbutlons from sO. many dlfferent people it makes |t d|ff|cult to get through thls Ilneup l th|nk It
' '3'}"7"wearson pltchers SRING FE R T T S ‘ o

o It certalnly wore on the Blue Jays and the Angels before them and the Red Sox Iast week and }ust
. about everyone the Yankees have played for the past two months : :

o "|t JUSt seems. llke everythlng is gomg our way," SW|sher said

- ‘And so |t|s The machlne is running smoothly now and has been for a Iong enough t|me that you can be"i" , 7 :

-

- Nofw 'thel only th.ing 1e‘ft} to do is keep an eye on it from now through October..
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TOUGH DAY
FOR A-ROD

BY STEVE ZIPAY
steve; mpay@newsday com

With two groundouts and -
a*fly to right, Alex Rodti- -
guez struggled at the plate
yesterday,

© Healsohada tough day in
the field,

The thlrd baseman, who
‘was the desxgnated hitter in
the previous two games be-
cause of a stiff neck, fired a -
throw well ‘wide of Mark
Teixeira in the ﬁrst inning -
on Brett Lawrie’s grounder

Jfor an error: He also mis-
played - Yuniel . Escobar’s -
slow hopper off his- glove ’
(which was scored a hit) in
the sixth.

He was cheered derisive-
ly by the crowd . of 45,986
when he catght a high pop
by Colby Rasmus; one bat-
ter after Escobat, - .

But Joe Girardi sa.id Rod:
riguez, who “also. almost
pulled Teixeira off the bag: 3
on Lawrie’s boiincet inthe L
second, “really doésn’t [ook "3
uncomfortable He made a

| oday,
bottom: line; T do‘

iy [E: E
’bar]‘ it’s:kind ofa oor-dle,: g

fre and: rlght-, :

tioned to ‘Seranton, Phelps, ' #
25, thade tk - chib, .out of
sprmg'tra ing and was 1-3°

.road trip; 1
one run:scored

ZOd in:his. ca.reer
ﬂt‘st ;]

] It was
d.

the seventh '



high five walks, He
has won his last four
decisions, and is 7-7
in 22 career starts

al amst the A's.

hander has made four
starts this season,
earning his-first
major feague win
in his last'start. He
allowed three runs,
tw -hope fiins, and:
ight hits (all season

A'S: The rookie right-

tumbl nto the:photographers’ eII frying to'field a pop-up in a raln-ghort-

Wrie
e Yankees yesterday then needs help exmng the g me (I et) because of a rlght calf contusxon

id,

" times it's tough when you
haven't played ina- couple
of days, -and ‘then. right
away you get 4 ground
ball
The  Staditini etowd

dldnt ag

: a

‘after not:making t}
".onEscobar:

ree;:. giving “Rod- €

&
)' Lawtie took 4 §caty fall

the Bluejays dugout when

tempting to catch a'Telx-
eira:pop-up in the third in-
iiing. He was . diagrosed
+ - with-a contusion below the
5 nght ¢alf and is day—to =day.

called -~ TriplesA

ter yesterd

“Into ‘the eamera well near. -

’) Dav1'~ Phelps:was're-

. ‘Scranton/Wilkes:Barre-af-:.
VS game Heis .
expected to re101n the buII-

-~ AP; Neil Miller (insel)

| was op- -

tioned’ back‘tb Triple-A to

make oo on the roster

ol keepmg up

. withch daily progiessias -
herehabs froma torn right”
. kn -

] lxgament :

again this season

“If it happens; I'll be OK. If |
it. doesr’t happen, I'll-be a
di A

Rlvera,‘ who rang “the
opening bell -at’ the New |
“York Stock Exchange. yes-

~terddy, “tore his’ ACL on- |,
May 3 shagpiig: ﬂy balls at. | -
“Kaul

i Stadlum pr101

of ¢l
ol reportmg by

: Anthbny Sulla=Heffi inger

- Maridno Rivera isn't. -

8

210z *6TAInr *ALPSINYL Isdd HIOA MON

wos3sodAu
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BASEBALL

;glove
for Alex

'LEXRodriguez has hieard
his share of boos as his
numbers. have. slipped
this season. But theYan-
. [ kees' third baseman was
cheered mockingly Wednesday
after-a couple of tough defensive
plays in the Bombers’ 6-0- win
-overToronto. -

Rodriguez, who had served as
the designated hitter the previois
two games due to - stiff: neck,
drew boos after  committing a
two-base throwing error on his
first ¢hanice of the game on Brett
'Lawne s grounder in the first in-
fing’

A-Rod later charged but mis-
“handled Yuniel Escobar’s: slow
bouncer in-the sixth, generating
niore:boos; bt the play was riiled

’ cheer d derlswely upon:catching

Colby Rasriius’ pop:up one batter

ngle.. Rodriguez then  was _

“You've got Hall of Famers alt

.




~ Inthe third inning, 7

[PRINT] ESPN.com: New York Yankees [print without images]

'Wednesday, July 18,2012

Glrardl A- Roddoesn't Iook uncomfortable

: . Alex Rodrlguez heard cheers on Wednesday afternoon - Bronx cheers

g Rodrlguez commltted h|s snxth error of the season |n the flrst mnmg, when he alrmalled a throw to Markrr

L Telxelra that went |nto the stands Then in the S|xth he couldn t handle a sIow roIIer off the bat of
R Yunel Escobar WhICh fortunately for A-Rod was scored a smgle = : = :

r:/'

. .S‘oj when'Rodri'gue;zi"jcau'ghtf Cod'y.\Ras’mu'S' e}a',siy hbpup; th‘e' crowd of 45,986 mQCKinglvyvle,t;him haVe it.zr e

=y “He made the one error He doesn t really Iook uncomfortable Yankees manager Joe Glrardl sald ”He B
e made abad throw today, that’s the bottom line. | don t really thmk he gets the other guy on the pIay, R ’
s reaIIy a do or-dle play But he doesn t look uncomfortable to me, no.” : S

’, . P . - - k.

 Rosriguez wert 0-or3 i the Yankees" 60 icory ver Toront, and is.hittins‘<267e———

" OUGH: All Mark Teixeira could do was grimace. -

sixeira hit a oul popupdownthethlrdbelme Ko

: ”I saw him go down and then Ijust heard a really Ioud crash * Telxelra sald ”You really worry about

" abouta: guy’ s neck head and back. You never: wanna see: someone get hurt on‘a play, especnally, when L

you te mvolved you kmda feel somewhat responSIbIe

U Raand ot s st cotuon nd s g h et oy red?

th homer - a two-run shot in the first, -~ -

L
B

 The Yankees first baseman went 2-for-3 with his
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Rough day ' ,

Alex Rodrlguez heard derlswe cheers when he caught Colby Rasmus easy pop-up for the second out R

~in the sixth. He booted Yunel Escobar s grounder up the thlrd base 11ne on'the’ pre\nous play, though |
it was ruled a h1t and threw w11d1y to ﬁrst on Brett Lawr1e S one out grounder in the ﬁrst for atwo- ..

- baseerror

' He also went 0-for-3 at the plate, but Yankees manager J oe G1rard1 agam dlscounted the notlon that .

- A-Rod h1ts better as a DH

-

| "He doesn t really look uncomfortable [at th1rd]," G1rard1 sa1d "He made a bad throw today, that s .

Briefs

e expectlng to face six r1ght | anders on thelr seven—game trlp
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Cano extends personal-best hit streak to 21 games

By Steven Miller and Cash Kruth / MLB.com

NEW YORK -- Robinson Cano has wasted little time extending his hitting streak of late, and Wednesday was no
different.

The Yankees second baseman sent a first-inning fastball from Blue Jays starter Ricky Romero to left field, where
Rajai Davis was unable to make the tough catch. He was credited with a double, giving him a career-high 21-game
hitting streak during an inning in which the Yanks stormed out to a 4-0 lead.

In each of his past five games, Cano extended the streak in his first at-bat.

Cano is the only Major Leaguer with a hitting streak of at least 15 games in each of the past four seasons, according
to the Elias Sports Bureau. But he never had a streak this long, and it marks the first 20-game streak in New York
since Derek Jeter hit safely in 20 consecutive games in 2007, and Alex Rodriguez hit safely in 23.

Cano was hitting .295 before the streak started but entered Wednesday with a .320 average after going 32-for-79
through the streak’s first 20 games. He had six doubles, six homers, 20 RBIs and 13 runs scored with a .405 average
in that time.

"A 20-game hit streak means that he's being productive," said manager Joe Girardi. "As far as how far it goes, | really
haven't thought too much about that. | think all of us expect Robby to have good at-bats every day, and when he
does that, he's going to get his base hits. Him hitting in 20 straight games doesn't really surprise me."

Yanks recall Phelps from Triple-A, option Mitchell

The Yankees recalled right-hander David Phelps from Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre following Wednesday's 6-0
rain-shortened win over the Blue Jays and optioned right-hander D.J. Mitchell to Triple-A.

Phelps, 25, is 1-3 with a 3.05 ERA in 15 games (three starts) with the Yankees this season. His last Major League
start came on July 4, when he allowed one run and struck out eight in 4 1/3 innings.

Mitchell had a 3.86 ERA in 4 2/3 innings in two stints with the Yankees this season.
Jones, Ibanez stepping up in Gardner's absence

NEW YORK -- Joe Girardi was still waiting on opinions from Drs. James Andrews and Timothy Kremcheck on
Wednesday morning regarding Brett Gardner's MRI, but he was able to confidently pencil Andruw Jones into the
lineup in left field.

Jones hit his 12th homer of the season in Tuesday night's 6-1 win over the Blue Jays and fifth in his past 10 games,
as he platoons in left field with Raul Ibanez, creating a tandem most expected to be restricted to designated hitting.
The lineup looks different with the 35-year-old Jones and 40-year-old Ibanez than it would with 28-year-old Gardner,
but it works.

"[Gardner] can always make things happen. He can steal bases, he plays tremendous defense in the outfield. He's
missed," Jones said. "When they call our names, we've just got to go out there and get the job done. With Gardner



' out me and Raul have got fo gst the jOb done untll he gets back or whatever happens When Brett comes back we
..cancomeoffthebench" ST .. S . . T

o '-But th'e Yankees have no' idea when or if Gardner will-be back after he suffered a third setback earlier thrs week |n':h|s- '

- return from a right elbow strain, Girardi acknowledges Gardner s the one. player who makes h|s lrneup a Ilttle more
7 dynamlc with hls speed but the. veterans Jones and Ibanez provlde pop. S : ; : : :

The palr comblned for 63 starts in Ieft fi eld entenng Wednesdays series fi f nale agalnst the Blue Jays and h|t 14 L

" homers, drove in.35 runs and scored 31 in‘that time. .lones hlt an early three -run homer in Tuesday s win. Ibanez hit.

S ago- ahead grand slam Iate in Monday s vnctory

""When you can platoon your left fil elders ina sense and get a ton of productlon from them - and |t's not just slngles
: - they re home Tuns. wrth RBIs =&t really helps " Glrardl sald IR : T :

o _'Bombers blts

‘ e Rehever Joba Chamberlaln WI|| make another rehab appearance Frlday in Florlda after he threw aft 2-3 Innlng
Tuesday for the GCL Yankees manager Joe Girardi sald ’ . . S . -

- son thls date |n 1999 Dawd Cone completed the thlrd perfect game in Yankees h|story, ret|r|ng all 27 batters he
* faced in a 6-0 win agamst Montreal Glrardl caught Cone, who needed only 88 pltches to complete the game W|th 10 o

strlkeouts R



o thls |s all part of what everybody expects Cano to do

~ Yankees' Robinson Cano extends hitting streak to 21

LR e T B R S S P S AETPE SRR S UE R
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BdeaPtv/Th SLta'r+Lédge'r o

. NEW YORK As the Yankees embark on the|r seven game West Coast road trlp that beglns Frlday
: nlght in Oakland second baseman Roblnson Cano wnll be packmg more than clothes and baseball i

_equnpment He’ll be brlnglng along ‘h|s 21 game hlttmg streak

E Cano who had a second |nn|ng smgle |n Tuesday nlght’s game, wasted no tlme gettmg to 21 :
- ’jstralght in today (3 raln-shortened 6 0 wm over the Toronto Blue Jays In h|s ﬁrst mmng at bat

X - 'Cano rlpped a double to deep leﬁ: fleld where Toronto (3 RaJal Davls couldn’t close h|s glove on the '- :;;' '
- ball R
- Yoo 7 L

BN

e But don't expect the Yankees to start celebratlng Cano s streak For Yankees manager Joe Glrardl

s

L

' T m excnted for it now " Glrardl sa|d before yesterday s game “A (now 21) game h|t streak means R

that he s bemg productlve As far as how far |t goes? I haven't thought too much about that I thmk all

SR

o of us expect Robble to have good at: bats every day and when he does that he s gomg to get hIS base ;,g S

;
/.

hlts

o Slnce Yankees Iegend Joe DlMagglo set the maJor Ieague record of 56 stralght games W|th a h|t durlngf ~ L g

:'the 1941 season only a handful of players have even snlffed that mark Pete Rose came the closest

: , | ,hlttmg in 44 stralght games durmg the 1978 segson. More recently, Ph|l||es shortstop Jlmmy Rolllns h|t? P T



|n 38 stralght games spannmg the end of the 2005 season and the start of the 2006 season Last _— -

’ year Braves second baseman Dan Uggla strung together a 33 game hlttlng streak -

« There was no update on the results of injured left fielder Brett Gardner’s latest MRI, Gardner o
E experienced stiffness andvsorene'ss in' his'right elb.ow afterfbl_aying a simu_lated ga:me'f"S_un'da_y.i ‘_ “

' 0G|rard| sald Joba Chamberlaln who |s in: Tampa recoverlng from a torn ankle Ilgament |s scheduled

to throw Frlday

k i §The 'IueJa'ys'»Brett Lawire bruised hiscalf'whenrhe' slamme'dhis right Ieg onto an-Unpadded railing-
. |nS|de a camera weII wh|Ie somersaultlng over a cushloned raiImg next to the Toronto dugout in the

. th|rd Innlng - . ,. .- {

Jays slugger Jose Bautlsta mJured hlS erSt swmglng the bat Monday and Ianded on the 15 day

dlsabled I|st

e Earller in the day, |nJured Yankee closer Marlano Rlvera rang the openlng beII at the New York Stock
Exchange +Jets center Nle Mangold was at the game 5|tt|ng behlnd home plate U S Open

champlon Webb Slmpson threw out the ceremonlal flrst pltch

/_:-'siim;ssbnfig not at the British Open this week because of the impending birth of his second child,



Yanks Closing In On Run-Scoring Record

New York Has Scored 3-Plus Runs In 42 Straight Games
By The Sports Xchange
POSTED: 7:59 am EDT July 19, 2012

Yes, the New York Yankees have hit just .235 with runners in scoring position this season. And they
are extremely reliant on the home run.

But that hasn't stopped them from closing in on a major league record with an impressive offensive
streak.

With a four-run first inning in a 6-0 win Wednesday over Toronto, the Yanks became just the second
team in the live ball era (since 1920) to score at least three runs in 42 consecutive games. The 1994
Indians hold the record of 48 straight.

"It's amazing," Joe Girardi told the New York Daily News. "I've been really pleased with how it's
been shared. It hasn't been two guys doing all the work. We've got contributions from so many
different people, and that's really pleasing to me because it makes it so difficult to get through our
lineup. And I think it wears on pitchers.

"I know we're a club that doesn't manufacture runs, but that's who we are and that's how we score
runs."

Mark Teixeira belted a two-run homer and Robinson Cano extended his hitting streak to 21 games
Wednesday, but the Yanks also continue to get production from a number of role players. Andruw
Jones, who has platooned with Raul Ibanez in left since Brett Gardner was injured in mid-April, and
reserve outfielder Dewayne Wise combined for three RBI as the AL East-leading Yankees improved
to 57-34.

"The depth is the most important thing," Teixeira said. "If you rely on one or two guys to carry your
team, you're not going to be able to score runs like that consistently.

"But one through nine we can get the job done ... and one through 25 we have everybody making
contributions. That's what it takes to win."
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o | o F|rst pltch Who should flfth starter be'?

o R
- 'Freddv Garoia('-'l'-hursday night’sfstarter in Oakland,-has con\piled .3'7.34 ERA in seven starts this season.
1 “ . - B - .
‘ B . " So does that g glve you confldence that Garcia can dellver in Andy Pettltte s absence unt|I Sept 1 when
| Pettltte hopes to- return to the rotatlon? ' ' ' : :

' _\possessed T SIS

: " ”The Chlef" has pltched to a 3 18 ERA in h|s Iast three outlngs but can he sustaln that type of
consnstency? : -

Ve

‘ el - ' ) Garcra 35 has to get by w1th guts and gulle these days no Ionger relylng on the mld 905 fastball he one ,; , 77: a
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A's out to halt Yankees' success in QOakland

By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | 7/18/2012 7:13 PM ET

These days, it seems the Yankees are winning ballgames in just about every ballpark they play
in.

Still, there aren't many stadiums in which the Yankees have been hotter than Oakland's O.co
Coliseum.

That's where the Bombers take on the A's in the first game of a four-game set on Thursday. New
York has won nine straight in Oakland, dating back to July 5, 2010. It's the Yanks' longest
winning streak at the Coliseum since it opened in 1968.

The A's are in the middle of a vital stretch right now, as they fight to stay in the race for the
American League's second Wild Card spot. They just finished a series against the division-
leading Rangers and now welcome the Yankees, who own baseball's best record.

"You would certainly like to be able to turn the tables and do well against them," A's manager
Bob Melvin said. "Other than that, I don't think you're ever looking forward to playing
potentially the best team in the league. I don't really think it's here nor there to tell you the truth.
It's just on the schedule. We know they're here, we're playing them four games, and we have to
play well to beat them."”

Heading into Wednesday night's games, the A's were tied for the final Wild Card spot -- a result
of their 25-14 record since June 2. Only the Yankees have a better mark during that time.

New York sends righty Freddy Garcia (4-2, 5.25 ERA) to the mound. Though he struggled early
this season, Garcia has posted a 3.17 ERA in three starts since his return to the rotation.

The A's counter with right-hander A.J. Griffin, who earned his first career win in his last outing
after recording no-decisions in his first three starts.

"I think throwing strikes and throwing the ball where he wants to, that's always his strength,"
Melvin said.

Yankees: Cano riding hitting streak
Robinson Cano extended his career-high hitting streak to 21 games with a first-inning double
against the Blue Jays on Wednesday.

Cano's streak marks the Yankees' first 21-gamer since Alex Rodriguez hit safely in 23
consecutive games in 2007. Cano is hitting .402 during the streak with six homers and 20 RBIs.



"A 20 game h1t streak means that he's be1ng product1ve " manager J oe G1rard1 sald before

£ Wednesday $ game. "As far as how far it goes, I really’ haven't thought too much about that |
~ think-all of us expect-Robby to have good at-bats every day, : and when he does that, he s gomg to R

: get hls base h1ts H1m h1tt1ng in 20 strarght games doesn't really surpr1se me." L
. A's. Crrsp makes return o - L . ’ ‘
- » Center fielder Coco’ Crisp. was in the l1neup for Wednesday s ser1es ﬁnale agalnst the Rangers
- after he m1ssed three games w1th soreness in l’llS left shoulder S :
U _Crlsp went 1 for 3 Wlth a pa1r of stolen bases

| "Coco took a few days Where I thought we mlght've caught a break there " Melvm sa1d

o ';"Or1g1nally, I thought it might be a little bit longer, but he swung well [Tuesday] both s1des of

S the plate was aggress1ve w1th h1s swmgs After the game he felt 11ke he was- ready to go o

- --Worth notlng

R The A's haven't won a'season series agamst the Yankees s1nce 2007 and they currently tra1l

o . th1s year s meet1ngs three games to none.

. In 58 career at- bats aga1nst Garc1a A's th1rd baseman Brandon Inge is h1tt1ng Just 190 w1th 18 R
S strlkeouts o e : o Lo

- j° The Yankees have h1t a MaJor League-hlgh s1x grand slams in 2012 They also led the Majors “» g |

2 -f1n grand slams in each of the last two seasons

'.'V'Z_}r*r1ght1es Ty e T e T T

o .’? . The A's are 13 17 in games started by a left—hander but have posted a 33 27 mark agamst

L T
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Bradley: Jack Cust still swinging for the fences, even if it
won't come with Yankees

Published: Thursday, July 19, 2012, 4:30 AM

By Jeff Bradley/Star-Ledger MLB Columnist

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — He will wear the pinstriped jersey of the Triple-A Empire State (aka

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre) Yankees in a bit. But right now, Jack Cust is shirtless and apologetic.

It's pushing 100 very humid degrees on the field, and the air conditioning in the tiny makeshift

clubhouse at Frontier Field is not exactly cooling things off.

“I'm sorry if this is awkward,” Cust says with a slight smile, stepping outside the clubhouse and into

the hallway to talk. “But it’s so ... hot.”

You might also think there would be some awkwardness in talking to Cust, a guy who has 10 years in
the big leagues, about the fact he’s got little to no chance of ever being called up by the Yankees. But

the 33-year-old is totally comfortable with that.

*I just want to get back to the big leagues,” Cust says. "The Yankees have given me a place to

showcase myself, but I follow them, I know what they need and don‘t need up there.”

In other words, Cust knows the Yankees don’t need or want a designated hitter.

He knows Joe Girardi likes to rotate guys in and out of the DH spot. He knows the fact that he’s got 20

home runs (tied for third in the International League), 62 RBI (also T3 in the IL), a .400 on-base



percentage (second |n the IL) and a 903 OPS (seventh in the IL) mean l|ttle to Yankees general

. 'manager Br|an Cashman
' Cust Just hopes there’s: someo:ne:out there payi:ng.attenti:on.

i know I can help a blg Ieague team W|th my bat and my ablllty to create runs “ Cust says “S0. Ive e

o accepted th|s is the way I can try to make myself attractlve to other teams I want to play in the b|g

e

' leagues agaln That s all I/want to do 1 had one bad yeafr up there Last year in Seattle Toughest

'place to hlt in the maJor Ieagues And lt wasn’t a full season .
- 'Released by the Marmers Iast Aug 4 after hlttlng 213 W|th three home runs |n 225 at bats over 67

games the former Immaculata H|gh School star has not been able to force hlS way back |nto the b|g iy
) E .
leagues
© After finifshinglast season in Triple A for the Philliés, he was offered a contract with the Houston
~ Astros, But-a sore left elbow kept him from being able to play 'the outfield — a'mustinthe NL — -~~~
- : durmg sprmg tra|n|ng/ and when combmed W|th a 1 for 25 start in. the Grapefrmt League, lt spelled

: another release

j: “I _thi ught at that pomt I'd probably _]LlSt go home to Jersey," sa|d Cust Wh,o has a W|fe (Jen), two

"'young daughters (Ava, 5 ani' 'Sophla, 2) and

K 'me a few tlmes through the years about mmor—league contracts, and when they came to me agam I o

- flgured |t was worth another shot. I can st|II hlt . I S ,

,_ees had talked to .. S

' Custfis' in fact 'one'of the-more legend‘ar-y hitte’rs to ever:come 0ut'of New-Jersey 'Even before he-‘»wa's T

o taken No 30 overall by the Ar|zona Dlamondbacks in the’ 1997 draft dunng his days at Immaculata, e

E 'the tales of Cust s prowess Wlth a bat were in full force

<

_How h|s dad Jack Sr bU|lt a cage ln an abandoned beauty saloh beneath hIS offlce so Jack and hIS

_two brothers could h|t year—round How that cage later evolved |nto a- h|tt|ng facrllty |n a warehouse |n

E 'Flemln,gton. that bunl,d_,lng |snow -known_as the‘ <Jack Cust, Baseball Academy,- and«

(IR

ﬁ\ﬁ'

its down ,th,e—street" o



from' a -state-of-the—art-fac:ilityvknoWn as Dia'mondrNation Which hosts youth 'baseball VtournamentsE .
o throughout the year The Cust famlly runs Dlamond Natlon and |t sa I|kely Iandlng place for Jack

) when he f|naIly deC|des to: ret|re
: Cust:says he’s no't ready"forthat.’ Not just yet. .
e “I feel good at the plate,” Cust says. “I struggled with my swmg last year, but | feel I|ke I've flgured

. some thmgs out esgemally the last two months here I don’t have ER poor me’ thmg bemg here in:

e Tr|ple A. There area Iot of good players here. But 1 thmk W|th my numbers in the b|g Ieagues and

: what I ve done, there should be another opportumty I sometlmes wonder |f some people even notlced,

: what I d|d in Oakland because it's on the West Coast and it's not a b|g market But I dld well and I

. j: thlnk I can Stl" do that "

m'cus't's' four full seasons in Oakland, he hit 97 ’horhé run's'and 'dr'o'vel’n '281fru'ns't He led the AL with -

' 111 walks in 2008 (Moneyball anyone?), but also Ied the AL in strlkeouts in: three of those four

e seasons Cust also cannot escape that hlS name appeared in the December 2007 M|tchell Report on

: ster0|d use in baseball Mmor league fans stlll heckle h|m about it, shoutlng “Ster0|dsl” and “HGH"’ at , : -

4.
. I

- h|m from tlme to tlme

' T don’t want to talk about the Mltchell Report ” Cust sa|d shaklng h|s head “Everyone in baseball hasi SR

- moved on from |t and I m no dlfferent I m Just trylng to get back to the blg leagues

T

- 'Bar.ri:ng's:omething“unforeseenf, ,C'u:st 'knowsthat} won't happen'withthe Yankees., l.\lot"this_,rs:eason, o
- anyway.

' '::':'But as he returns to h|s Iocker and starts to pull the plnstrlped Jersey down from a hanger he at Ieast -

if'knows he can thank what he calls hlS “hometown team" for g|vmg hlm more chances to keep on

-'f-*"swlnglngthebat

~“In this game,” Cust says, "you never know who's watching. So it's worth a shot.” -



Democratandchronicle.com
Empire State Yankees' Jack Cust not quite
done

Empire State's Cust taking his cuts in hope of call-up
10:56 PM, Jul 18, 2012 |
Cpmn_lents

e

Wriltten by
Will Cleveland
Staff writer

When Jack Cust was released by the Houston Astros toward the end of spring training,
he had to step back and consider if it was time to end his baseball career.

But when he got a call from the New York Yankees the same day, he knew he should
give it another shot.

“Houston was a team | thought | could make, but unfortunately | was hurt most of spring
training and | didn’t swing the bat well,” said Cust, 33, before his game Wednesday at
Frontier Field. “I couldn’t get on the field, because my arm was bothering me. It just
didn’t work out over there, so | told my agent before that if | can’t make this team, |
might as well go home.

“l was going to go home and then the Yankees called. | talked to my family and | just
didn’t want to look back on my career with any regrets. That was my team growing up in
New Jersey. It's all | know, so why not? It was exciting to put on that Yankees uniform.”

But with a steady rotation of bench players and designated hitters in New York, Cust,
who hit 105 home runs while playing for six major league teams over the past 10 years,
hasn’t had the opportunity to play in the big league this season. Instead, he has spent
the season as the designated hitter for the Empire State Yankees, New York’s Triple-A
affiliate. The Yankees have been unable to play any home games this season as its
home park outside Scranton, Pa. undergoes massive renovations. The majority of their
home games have been played in Rochester.

Away from his wife, Jennifer, and his two daughters, Sophia, 2, and Ava, 5, and living
out of a hotel, this has been a season of adjustments for Cust. He struggled early in the



season. W|th h|s hlttmg mechamcs But he has redlscovered h|s g stroke and hopes—'
R 'hls strong play serves as an audltlon for elther the Yankees or other mterested teams

‘, “Early on, I was hlttmg the ball f|ne but l dldn’t have my power ” Cust sald “I havent

i had’ my power for a couple of years probably srnce 2009. Last year in Seattle 1 had a

. ':'-:'r.rpower-stroke B R

: really tough year and I had a tough t|me in that ballpark The year before in Oakland | -

- 'got desrgnated (for as3|gnment) and swrtched my style of h|tt|ng | got desrgnated after 7

' ,havrng three pretty good years and nobody prcked me up, so | frgured | would ¢ hang
“my style around try to hlt for more contact and put the ball in play more But l Iost my
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Rivera is opener, instead of closer, at NYSE

By Ethan Asofsky / MLB.com

NEW YORK -- After 17 seasons and five World Series championships with the Yankees, Mariano Rivera is
accustomed to closing in New York. With some spare time while he continues to recover from a torn anterior cruciate
ligament in his right knee, Rivera shifted his attention to something new. On Wednesday, he traveled into the heart of
downtown Manhattan and, with the ring of a bell and the pound of a gavel, opened the New York Stock Exchange.

"This has been a wonderful experience," Rivera said. "It was a privilege for me to be here. It's a great event. The
relationship the New York Stock Exchange has with the New York Yankees is wonderful.”

Rivera has played every one of his 18 seasons in New York on his journey to become Major League Baseball's all-
time leader in saves. Even still, Wednesday was a unique opportunity for the likely first-ballot Hall of Famer. The trip
was his first to the New York Stock Exchange, so before ringing the bell, he took time to ask questions about its
history, then lauded it after as one of the fundamental institutions of New York City.

"The history of the place, over 100 years, and it has been kept in good shape," Rivera said. "It's wonderful. That says
alot."

White on his road to recovery, Rivera is keeping busy with his therapy and assisting in the remodeling project of a
local church in Curacao. But on Wednesday, he set aside his routine schedule because he couldn't say no to
accepting one of Wall Street's highest honors.

While the decision to attend the ceremony wasn't hard, Rivera doesn't like to get away from his therapy too much. His
doctors have praised his work ethic over the last 2 1/2 months and acknowledged there's a chance he could come
back this season in what would be a remarkable recovery from the injury he suffered on May 3.

At the Stock Exchange, Rivera wouldn't speculate as to when or if he'd be back with the team this season, partly
because he didn't want to elevate his personal hopes. He did mention he is ahead of schedule in his therapy.

"Believe it or not, | don't want to know," Rivera said of his chances of returning to the mound this season. "l don't want
to put things in my mind. If it happens, I'll be OK, but if it doesn't happen, I'll be kind of disappointed.”

When Rivera stepped down from the balcony, over which he looked out at the Stock Exchange and the crowds of
workers who had gathered to catch a glimpse of him ringing the bell, he created a commotion. The cluster of
supporters showered him with praise and get-well wishes.

For some players, the swarm of fans could have been overwhelming. Not for Rivera. He knows New York. He's
learned how to handle the hoards of attention and channel it into a positive commodity.

"When you receive all this kind of love, it makes you continue,” Rivera said. "It makes you keep going. You want to
give back the same love that you're receiving."
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Granderson's foundation helps Operation
Backpack

By Adam Rosenbloom / MLB.com

NEW YORK -- Standard business attire was atypically out of place on Wednesday morning, at
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Manhattan.

Yankees center fielder Curtis Granderson joined 150 high-performing college students -- all donning white T-shirts
bearing the logo of Granderson's Grand Kids Foundation -- for a Back-To-School community event to support the
Volunteers For America - Operation Backpack program. This initiative provides backpacks to New York City kids in
homeless and domestic-violence shelters.

Granderson and the students, who were selected through an interview process as primary candidates to intern with
PricewaterhouseCoopers next summer, teamed up to pack over 250 New Balance backpacks, stuffed with everything
from school supplies to snacks.

Founded by Granderson in 2007, the Grand Kids Foundation aims to improve the educational experience for inner-
city youths, as well as helping to re-establish baseball in their communities. But Granderson's drive to promote the
importance of education didn't exactly come out of the blue.

As the son of two recently retired educators and the brother of an English professor at Jackson State University,
Granderson is, as he jokingly puts it, the "black sheep" of the family. So despite his abilities as an athlete the three-
time All-Star opted to earn his degrees -- he double majored in Business Management and Business Marketing at the
University of lllinois-Chicago -- before he began his career in the Major Leagues.

"Education, no matter what form or fashion is always going to be the key to doing everything you need to," said
Granderson, one of fewer than 50 current Major League players who have earned a four-year degree.

"When | went to school at lllinois-Chicago one of the big things about being a student-athlete was we had to volunteer
our time. We did food drives, we helped the community clean up parks, things like that. The kids here are doing a
great thing by getting school supplies into kids' hands who normally can't get any. They understand that it's not just
about the books, it's also about giving back and they're learning that at a very young age and will hopefully continue
to do so as they continue to grow."

Granderson also serves as the MLB spokesperson for First Lady Michelie Obama's Let's Move anti-obesity
campaign. The campaign aims to promote both exercise and a healthy, well-balanced diet for children across the
country. On Wednesday all 150 students in attendance were treated to a Let's Move inspired breakfast. Dole Food
Company provided the breakfast décor -- a pile of 1,000 bananas -- which was later donated to City Harvest, New
York City's food rescue organization.

"This is huge," said Anne Marie Moscarello, one of the 150 students in attendance. Moscarello, who is studying
corporate finance in accounting, will begin her senior year at Bentley University in the fall.

"Education, like Curtis, is huge in my family. What he's doing for the inner city kids, | think is unbelievable. | love how
everybody can be enthusiastic together. It's nice to know that I'm going to go into corporate finance in accounting, but
I'm still doing great charity work to help other kids. | want them to value education as much as me and as much as
Curtis."
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Yankees again celebrate charitable HOPE Week

By Spencer Fordin / MLB.com

NEW YORK -- The Yankees got back into the community in late June to meet with some of their most deserving fans,
marking the fourth straight year that they've held their signature HOPE Week. The team and its players recognized
five local groups, and did their best to shine a light on the causes they represent.

HOPE Week -- which stands for Helping Others Persevere and Excel -- was introduced in 2009, and the Yankees
received the President's Volunteer Service Award in both 2010 and 2011. That tradition continued this season, and
the Yankees highlighted several local charitable foundations.

The week of events began on June 25, when Jennifer Steinbrenner and a few of the team's players visited the
Riverdale Equestrian Center in support of Flying Manes, an organization that uses horse-riding instruction to help
people with physical and emotional disabilities.

Eric Chavez, Jayson Nix and Mark Teixeira were on hand to assist in helping a class of eight children through their
class. Chavez, whose wife trains horses, marveled at the courage and dedication shown by the children, who in turn
were thrilled to meet some of their biggest sports heroes.

"l own horses and I'm afraid to get up on them, so the courage they have to just jump right up, | have respect for
that," said Chavez of his experience with Flying Manes. "They have no fear."

The next day, the spotlight shone on An Angel In Queens, a charity started by Jorge Munoz that is dedicated to
feeding hungry New Yorkers. Four players -- Robinson Cano, Curtis Granderson, Boone Logan and Hiroki Kuroda --
pitched in to help Munoz, who devotes his time to helping others.

The Yankees surprised the 48-year-old Munoz with a check for $10,000, and he was thrilled to meet the media and to
have the assistance of four Yankees to help out in his mission.

"For the Major Leaguers to be here is a great honor," Munoz said. "They know what we are doing here, and they
know this is for helping people in need. This is for homeless people who have to choose whether to pay for rent or
pay for food, so they line up for food."

Munoz cooks for as many as 120 people a day, a number that impressed the Yankees in attendance. Munoz was
also a special guest of the Yankees at the game that night, but Granderson said that he knew that the man would be
right back on the job feeding hungry people the next day.

“There's no way | could cook for more than five people, and he's able to cook for multiple amounts of people,”
Granderson said. "Groups of people are lined up waiting for him to come every night. Even tonight, he's going to be
rushing out after the game to hurry back and get people fed."

Young Andy Fass was the team's focus on June 27, when the Yankees drew attention to the National Organization
for Albinism and Hypopigmentation. Fass, just five years old, is legally blind and suffers from oculocutaneous
albinism, and he was New York's guest of honor for the day.

Fass got to meet with the players and was feted at Yankee Stadium, and a traveling delegation of dignitaries -- which
included Derek Jeter and CC Sabathia -- went with him to The MLB Fan Cave for a postgame party and private tee-
ball session. Jeter, like his peers, was touched by the event.
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Yankees, Tigers, Royals among those watching
Wandy Rodriguez deliver a clunker

By Scott Miller | Senior Baseball Columnist

July 18, 2012 8:00 pm ET

Pfft ... you could hear the air leaking from the Wandy Rodriguez trade balloon as he struggled to
get through the fourth inning in San Diego on Wednesday.

Unless ... that was simply San Diego's famous fish tacos in the fryer?

With scouts from the Yankees, Tigers and Royals watching -- among others -- Rodriguez did not
turn in his best performance, getting scalded in the Padres' five-run fourth.

Then again, shouldn't contenders searching for starting pitching know what they'd be getting in
Rodriguez by now?

Since the start of the 2009 season, Rodriguez's 3.39 ERA ranks third among National League
left-handed starters (minimum 75 starts), trailing only the Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw (2.67) and
the Phillies' Cole Hamels (3.31).

And his departure after that brutal fourth Wednesday actually accentuated another of Rodriguez's
impressive numbers: It snapped Rodriguez's streak of working at least five innings over 48
consecutive starts, which had been the longest in the NL and third-longest in the majors, trailing
only the Yankees' CC Sabathia (76 starts) and the Tigers' Justin Verlander (71 starts).

With another year's cycle of trade rumors bearing down on him, Rodriguez hasn't been nearly as
good in June (6.00 ERA) and July (4.84), though, as he was in April (1.72) and May (3.07).

"Everything's the same," said Rodriguez, at a loss to explain his recent inconsistency.

Astros manager Brad Mills yanked him after four innings solely because Houston trailed 5-0 and
had a runner at second in the top of the fifth and the manager at that point was trying anything to
get back into the game.

"He wasn't hurt," said Mills, who sent pinch-hitter Brian Bogusevic to the plate for Rodriguez at
that point. "Nothing was wrong with him."

What hampered Rodriguez in another trade audition is what's bitten him before.

"The thing is, he couldn't stop it," Mills said of San Diego's fifth-inning rally. "The inning started
with a base hit into the hole. Then he walked the next hitter, single and another walk.

"Both walks scored. The best way to stop an inning like that is to not walk guys."
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MLB trade rumors: Ryan Dempster, Zack
Greinke, Cole Hamels among the most
coveted chips

Published July 18, 2012

Anthony Witrado/Sporting News

The baseball world still is waiting for someone to blink.

In this new and unexplored market—changed by the new collective bargaining agreement (and
its twists on compensation) and the addition of a second wild-card berth in each league—teams
have hesitated to either declare themselves sellers or pull the trigger on the first blockbuster deal
of the summer of 2012.

It will happen soon, though, and there are plenty of quality players available—for the right price.

Ryan Dempster, SP, Chicago Cubs

Dempster is a player we, along with several major league executives, expected to move early, but
his recent stint on the disabled list changed that. It didn’t hurt his effectiveness, however, as
Dempster has thrown 33 consecutive scoreless innings.

His trade value has spiked over his past two starts, but his market value isn’t yet known because
he can be a free agent after the season and a team that trades for him won’t get compensation if
he signs elsewhere during the offseason. Still, Dempster is sure to be dealt and will help
whatever team lands him.

Possible destinations: Dodgers, Tigers, Indians, Yankees, Braves, Nationals, White Sox, Red
Sox.

Zack Greinke, SP, Milwaukee Brewers

This might sound crazy, but the Brewers are hurting themselves with each win at this point.
Every time they raise their arms in victory, they get a false sense of postseason hope, preventing
them from selling their ace.

Milwaukee won’t win the NL Central, and keeping Greinke for a wild-card push is risky. Even if
they win one of those berths, the Brewers are guaranteed only one extra game. They aren’t likely
to re-sign Greinke, and if they keep him they would lose him for nothing more than a
compensation pick. Trading Greinke would net them at least one strong prospect to help
replenish a farm system that has been drained in recent years when the Brewers were buyers.



Greinke could be the biggest trade chip on the market (when Milwaukee declares itself a seller)
and is a legitimate ace, but the team might decide to keep him and offer him a below-market-
value extension.

Possible destinations: Angels, Orioles, Nationals, Yankees, White Sox, Rangers, Tigers, Red
Sox.

Cole Hamels, SP, Philadelphia Phillies

It is looking more and more like the Phillies are going to make a strong offer to extend Hamels.
And their recent hot streak might make them reluctant to put Hamels on the trading block.

If they eventually shop Hamels, the lefthander will come with a high asking price but also might
be the most attractive player on the market based on pure impact. A trade doesn’t look incredibly
likely, but that quickly can change at this time in the season.

Possible destinations: Rangers, Dodgers, Angels, Yankees, Tigers, Pirates.
Carl Crawford, LF, Boston Red Sox

This is the new, hot rumor in the mill. Crawford has missed most of the season with a cornucopia
of injuries and his contract is something of a turnoff (he is in the second year of a seven-year,
$142 million deal), but the Red Sox will move him for the right price.

The Marlins are believed to be a possible trade partner for Boston in a deal that would send
shortstop Hanley Ramirez and closer Heath Bell to Boston for Crawford in what would be one of
the biggest money swaps in baseball history.

Possible destinations: Marlins, Dodgers

Justin Upton, RF, Arizona Diamondbacks

When the rumors began about Upton (and when Arizona confirmed it was willing to move him),
about 29 other teams and millions of baseball fans were in shock. Upton is a potential five-tool
player and won’t turn 25 until August.

Because of his age, his destinations aren’t limited to teams buying at the deadline. The
Diamondbacks could wait until the offseason and put him back on the market when more teams
will be willing to bid on him.

Possible destinations: Pirates, Blue Jays, Yankees, Rangers as of now (and just about everyone
else if Arizona waits until the winter).



Clayton Richard, SP, San Diego Padres

He isn’t a game-changer, but Richard could add depth to any rotation and can eat innings. He is
also under team control through 2014, making him attractive as well as expensive.

Possible destinations: White Sox, Tigers, Orioles.

Matt Garza, SP, Chicago Cubs

The Cubs want to move Dempster so they can focus on moving Garza, who would bring back a
bigger haul because he is 28 and under team control through the 2013 season. That makes him
appealing to more than just the current contenders.

Possible destinations: Rangers, Tigers, Royals, Red Sox, Dodgers, Pirates, Blue Jays, Yankees.

Francisco Liriano, SP, Minnesota Twins

Liriano’s 3-9 record and 4.81 ERA aren’t anything to gush over, but the lefthander can strike
people out. And that is an asset many teams believe they can use to their advantage toward the
back of their rotation. Since returning to the rotation in May, Liriano has been a stud, posting a
2.84 ERA and 10.9 strikeouts per nine innings.

Possible destinations: Angels, Nationals, Yankees, Blue Jays, Braves, Red Sox, Mets.



FOXSPORTS.COM

Red Sox gauging interest in Crawford
KEN ROSENTHAL
JULY 18, 2012

How's this for a blockbuster?

Left fielder Carl Crawford to the Miami Marlins for either shortstop Jose Reyes or third baseman
Hanley Ramirez, with other pieces and significant cash involved.

The Boston Red Sox are contacting teams to gauge their trade interest in Crawford, according to
major-league sources.

No trade appears close. Such a deal would be difficult to accomplish, given the size of Crawford’s
contract and his lingering elbow problems. But the first lesson of the July 31 non-waiver deadline is
that nothing is impossible.

The Red Sox, sources said, reached out to both the Marlins and Los Angeles Dodgers, though
another source said that no discussions took place with the Dodgers. The Marlins, historically open
to any possibility, would at least consider the idea, sources said.

USA Today reported that the Red Sox are discussing a deal that would send Crawford and a
prospect to the Marlins for Ramirez and closer Heath Bell, but a source said the concept had no
traction.

The Red Sox say that the Crawford talks were initiated by Miami, and that they did not contact other
clubs.

“There’s nothing going on with Carl,” Red Sox general manager Ben Cherington said. “He’s our left
fielder and we’re glad to have him back in our lineup.”

Yet, while there are conflicting accounts about the nature of the Crawford talks, a trade could make
sense for the Red Sox — if not now, then this offseason, assuming that Crawford plays well enough
in the second half to restore his value.

The Sox could try to move Crawford to a variety of clubs; his contract allows him to block trades to
only two teams, and states that any club that acquires him cannot trade him to the New York
Yankees.



Crawford, who turns 31 on Aug. 5, is in the second year of a seven-year, $142 million deal. A trade
with the Marlins for Reyes would be an almost equal swap of contracts. A deal for Ramirez, who is
signed only through 2014, would require greater financial gymnastics.

The Red Sox, though, currently face a surplus of outfielders — Crawford, Jacoby Ellsbury, Cody
Ross, Daniel Nava and Ryan Sweeney in the majors, Ryan Kalish and Scott Podsednik at Triple
A, top prospect Jackie Bradley at Double A.

A trade of one or more outfielders is almost certain before the deadline, and it might only involve a
lesser player such as Sweeney. A deal involving Crawford obviously would carry far greater
implications, for both the present and future.

Crawford is owed $102.5 million after this season. Reyes, whom the Marlins signed as a free agent
last December, is owed $96 million. Both he and Ramirez can be traded without restriction; the
Marlins do not issue no-trade clauses.

So, how would it all work?
The following is speculation only:

The Sox could include top shortstop prospect Jose Iglesias in a deal for Reyes and perhaps receive
a starting pitcher as well — right-hander Anibal Sanchez, a potential free agent and former Red Sox
prospect, would make sense.

The Marlins, however, probably would prefer to trade Ramirez, whom they acquired with Sanchez in
the seven-player Josh Beckett trade in November 2005.

Some club officials are frustrated with Ramirez, who is batting .249 with a .763 OPS while on a 25-
homer, 85-RBI pace. But Cherington is a longtime admirer of Ramirez, sources said, and the Sox
could return him to shortstop, his original position.

Short-term, the Marlins could take back shortstop Mike Aviles and play him at third, trade Carlos
Lee to open first base for left fielder Logan Morrison and go with an outfield of Crawford, Emilio
Bonifacio and Giancarlo Stanton, once Stanton returns from knee surgery.

The Red Sox would need to include a ton of cash to account for the differences in Crawford's and
Ramirez’s contracts; Ramirez is earning $15 million this season, $15.5 million next season and $16
million in ’14. If the Sox somehow could save money, all the better — they could redirect those funds
toward a push to keep Elisbury, who is a free agent after next season.

Of course, there is a catch to all this.

Any talks would be complicated by the possibility that Crawford could require Tommy John surgery
to repair a sprained ulnar collateral nerve in his left elbow.
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Twentysomething slugger starring
for Angels. Trout? No, Trumbo

The type of late-round pick who was likely to receive a large bonus under baseball's old draft rules was the sure-thing
high school prospect who needed extra convincing to be pried away from a strong college commitment.

Such a hypothetical prospect might look like the following:

« A 6'4", 220-pound righthanded pitcher who can dial his fastball up to 94 mph.

» A California Southern Section division player of the year who starred at a powerhouse high school program.

+ A pitching prospect rated similarly as Jered Weaver, Phil Hughes and Homer Bailey, all first-round picks in 2004.

+ A pitcher of whom Baseball America rated the No. 31 overall prospect and wrote that he "already has the polished
look, presence and demeanor of a Double-A pitcher."

+ A University of Southern California recruit talented enough to receive a scholarship offer after his sophomore year.

Such was the background of Mark Trumbo, who later signed a record bonus for a non-draft-and-follow player drafted
outside the 10th round -- even though he was being signed as a position player when, two months prior, he had been
drafted as a pitcher.

That was his story long before he became an All-Star slugger for the Angels, one with a league-leading slugging
percentage (.634), the same OPS (.995) as the Rangers' Josh Hamilton and "the easiest pop of any hitter in the
league," according to his general manager, Jerry Dipoto. "He does not have to take his max swing to hit the ball a
long way."

Nowadays, after spending April as a part-time player, Trumbo has hit his way into the Angels’ everyday lineup as the
clean-up hitter, never minding the fact that he's a vagabond with three gloves -- for first base, third base and the
corner outfield positions -- who has started at least five games in five different places: left, right, designated hitter,
third and first.

Before anyone talked about his bat, everyone in Orange County talked about his arm.
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favorlte player Tlm Salmon Trumbo also played for the scout team’ organlzed by the Angels o

Wh|le everyone set therr S|ghts on Trumbo asa. pltcher one part t|me Angels scout named Ben Hlnes a former
~hitting coach. for the Dodgers, called his scoutlng d|rector during Trumbo 's senior year and said, "I like Trumbo better

. as a hitter." The reactlon recalled then- scoutlng dlrector Eddle Bane was surpnse and the questlon 'What are: you
talklng about’?“ .

Come draft day, Trumbo s strong tles to USC scared off major Ieague clubs untll the 18th round when the Angels _
7 declded he was worth the h|gh upSIde even though as Bane now ‘a pro scout for the Tlgers, admltted "The odds of =

The more the Angels watched Trumbo play, the more- they saw how good a h|tter he was but when they declded to _
meet his asklng prlce rt was as a pltcher - only there was a problem RO T S R _ -\_ :

. "I failed: my physmal ! Trumbo sa|d "Just degeneratlve wear in my elbow I guess they determmed |t to. b‘e 'thtle
League elbow as werrd as |t sounds Just wear and tear to the cartllage .Just some durabrllty lssues ' k

i "They sard we're gomg to pass on’ the pltchlng aspect but we re stlll lnterested |n you as a h|tter whlch k|nd of caught
meoffguar me : L , T : s ,

\

An elbow |ssue wasn't a deal breaker the way a shoulder |njury often is, but the f ndlng "put us'over the top on what
posmon he would be " Bane sard Co e ey : o o

The Angels had h|m come |n for three pnvate workouts the ﬁnal one a pregame workout at ":ngel Stadrum in front of
the'fr ihchise's bralntrust durlng which he was "rocketlng balls of the rocks at 18 years old " Bane sard refernng fo
the rock formatlon beyond the centerl' eld fence - 5 » : : : : : - ' -

.\,,

The next day, Trumbo recerved hls record $1 425 mnllron 3|gn|ng bOnus

i --|f we slgned h|m he was an Angel " lane sard "It d|dn't matter what we srgned hlm as If we sngned hrm we had

it L I



L and that he'd always be startrng behind in the: count

SR offseason workout plans It wasn't the only development that threatened to derall h|s pIans e,

.***if*,'*' oo o

o REITER Why M|ke Trout is the perfect catch

o _helps the ||neup out "

R ialways gomg to be there. - -

' There were long days in the minors, when promotlons seemed like theyd never come. Trumbo spent two fulI seasons, ,

: ' wuth Class A Cedar Raprds the first of wh|ch ‘he calls "the Iow pornt by far; in my career.” He: batted 220 and at
' tlmes I|ke that he admlts he "thought qurte a brt" about prtchlng "It was always an optlon " he sard o :

But he malntalned his focus on h|tt|ng, and it pald off. He hit 32 home runs wh|Ie spllttlng trme between two Ievels in ..

: '2008 He led all of Tnple A with 36 homers in 2010

o By 201 1 Trumbo was’ the Angels f rst baseman h|tt|ng 254 W|th 29 homers while f nlshlng as the runner—up for AL

: ‘Rookie of the Year He did, however strlke out’ 120 trmes compared wrth only 25 walks, contrlbutlng to- just a 291 on-: ) &
o base percentage : o S -

s

- ."My blggest th|ng last year asa rook|e was that | felt that | needed to h|t fi rst " he sard "That came at the expense of
: my on- base percentage ld say I think | was overly aggressrve at tlmes roo :

If he were too patlent he feared pltchers would attack the zone agalnst a hltter who dldn't have a b|g track record

' Then he suffered a stress fracture in his: foot that not only ended h|s season prematurely but also mterrupted hrs

R Trumbo s phone rang early on the day the Angels slgned Albert PUJOIS Among the: callers was Luke hIS hlgh school o S
" coach, who recalled Trumbo s reaction to the news that he: would be: drsplaced from: t' rst: base‘ "He sard 'l m gorng to

S go grab another glove and work my butt off

' 7 Because of h|s foot problem however Trumbo was only cleared for full workouts a few days before sprlng trarmng 7 S

. : rbegan S0 Iearn'ng a ne posmon (th|rd base) Whlle gettlng hls swmg back proved dlfl' cu_lt

e rbase Pu;ols orto h|s same ‘|n|t|aled fellow 20 somethlng All Star M|ke Trout Trumbo S productlon asan. everyday
B player has been equally |mportant . ’ :,, x - e S :

- V"Slnce he s been in the llneup conS|stently, he $ just been banglng," rrghtﬁelder Tor|| Hunter sa|d "I saw the talent l
i n_there just the power [belng] in: there even |f he dldn't do well just hlS threat of hlttlng a home run

Trumbo has now homered |n six of h|s last: elght games and h|3l26 homers this season rank fourth |n the AL. Hrs

' _OPS+ == whigh: adjusts OPS for league and ballpark -8, 173 second in the Ieague only to Tr0ut He also already has = -

e 23 walks thrs season nearly matchlng his total of 25 from all of Iast year

"I'm just happy to get in there " Trumbo said. "The blggest thing' for me is gettmg my at bats:. Wherever I can find them
' defenswely, I'm gorng to give it the best I have lve transntroned to some posmons better than others but the effort'



"Ultlmately, | just want a place to call home Untll that pomt | just have to remaln ﬂeX|b|e "

That ﬂeXIblllty and professmnallsm has endeared him to the orgamzatlon

'V'What's Impressed me most has been is h|s Ieadershlp qualltles " Dlpoto said. "Mark's an |ncred|bly good guy, weII '

'respected in the clubhouse Hesaterrlfcworker and, Ith|nk awonderful teammate - A S

v "Count that in additlon to the 80 power " Dlpoto contmued refernng to scoutlng s 20 to-80 scale "and he s been =

. carrying a 320 battlng average and a.360, 370 on- base [percentage] for most of the year it's. been fantastlc to
watch : o . ‘ : o

'/‘/

"We re a better team when Mark‘s on the f eld "

' _lthardly even matters Awhere. -
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Chipper Jones says his Braves must add
pitching to compete with the Nationals in the
NL East

By: Tim Brown
July 18, 2012

Leave it to the guy who's retiring to advocate for a big move at the trading deadline, as those
kinds of deals can clean out the top end of a farm system and don't always bring return beyond
the current calendar year. But, as they say this time of year, the present is now.

Chipper Jones wants help for a final playoff push. (Getty Images)The Atlanta Braves have won
seven of eight, are second in the National League wild-card race and have gained two games on
the Washington Nationals in 10 days, four of which were consumed by the All-Star break.

"We're going to have to get better to contend," Chipper Jones said recently. "I think we both
know the Nationals have a pretty good team, a pretty good staff."

At that point, the Braves had lost shortstop Andrelton Simmons to a finger injury but have since
replaced him by trading for Cincinnati's Paul Janish, a slick fielder who batted .214 in 114 games
with the Reds. There also are questions about the starting rotation, though Ben Sheets was
effective in his debut against the New York Mets. Jair Jurrjens was 3-0 with a 2.13 ERA in four
starts since returning from the minors before Tuesday night, when the San Francisco Giants
scored eight runs against him in 3 5 innings.

In part because of the Brandon Beachy injury, the Braves are believed to have interest in
Chicago Cubs right-hander Ryan Dempster and Milwaukee Brewers right-hander Zack Greinke,
and could use help in the bullpen as well.

Chipper status aside, the Braves are plenty good enough to contend, but can't match the
Nationals on the pitching end. So, yeah, they'll have to get better. Their competition for
Dempster, who probably will be the first high-end starter to be dealt, would appear to come from
the Los Angeles Dodgers, Detroit Tigers, Boston Red Sox and, perhaps, the Texas Rangers and
Los Angeles Angels. The Nationals appear to be concentrating on second-tier starters.

Dempster is scheduled to start Friday in St. Louis. He's 5-3 with a league-leading 1.86 ERA over
14 starts and carries a streak of 33 consecutive scoreless innings. In his first start since coming
off the disabled list on Saturday, Dempster shut out the Arizona Diamondbacks for six innings.




- Some scouts expect the Cubs and p'res'identTheo; EpStein tptrade Dempster 'be‘fore -that F riday

. "Theo seems to be rlskmg starts to dnve up the pnce one scout said. "There s 10 way
o [Dempster s] Value is hlgher than it is today at any t1me in h1s career. And I know he wasa 17—

[ game winner."

- _The Braves and the1r arms-r1ch farm system would ﬁgure to be players . .
| ' :"If we go down we 're gomg to go down k1ck1ng and screammg, Jones sa1d "Espec1ally me L

| -He paused and smlled

| V"Well " he added "I'll probably go down wh1mper1ng

o o :And then

o ,:V'The Angels had a scout in Mllwaukee on Frlday to's sée Gremke in Colorado on Sunday to see" A
o Cole Hamels and in Los Angeles on Tuesday to contlnue to momtor the PhllllCS ' ’

- .If you re look1ng for start1ng pltchlng and aren't sure where to° go thls is your k1nd of day Wh11e
- Greinke is being tested and therefore will miss Wednesday s start against the St. Louis Cardinals

SN (rookie Tyler Thomburg gets 1t 1nstead) Wandy Rodrlguez Kevm Mlllwood and Franc1sco L )

e L1r1ano w1ll pltch




. :‘Wlth Caln in mlnd Phlllles expected to offer
- —Hamels about $130M for 6 years |

C By Jon Heyman I Baseball In31der

July18 2012 12 50pm ET T T e T e

':'J

EREEY -The Phrlhes are: sendmg s1gnals that they are: plannmg 1 make an 1n1t1a1 Offef to Staf lefthanded
- pitchet Cole Hamels for about $130 million over six-years w1th1n the next few days sources . -

: fam111ar w1th the team s th1nk1ng told CBSSports com.

- 1

- ~The Phllhes are beheved to have had some conversatlons in recent days with Hamels and whlle

- no official offer has been made yet, sources say the team is 1nterested in domg a deal in the range - i o
o of Matt Cam s 51x-year arrangement w1th the Glants ' - - S S

- Cam s1gned a $l 12. 5 -m1lllon ﬁve year extensmn th1s sprlng on top of hlS $15 mllhon 2012
- salary, meaning the Giants had $127.5 million in commitments to him. With that in mind, -

N - Hamels' first offer from the Phillies might be for exactly $127.5 million. Or it could be for a b1t S

ERE mote if they feel adj ustments are needed based on their initial, unofﬁ01al talks w1th Hamels in

a the past couple of days The ﬁgure is unllkely to' be less

. The Phllhes are sa1d to be Very comm1tted to try1ng to br1ng back Hamels, and 1t's qulte poss1b1e |

, ,there

i The Ph1111es want to have a resolut1on to- the Hamels 51tuat10n W1th1n a week ot so because 1f they o
-7 can't extend Hamels they will want to ST
e "_The Rangers Angels Dodge" ' —and many other teams w111 be 1nterested 1f he s ava1lable in trade ; L

¢ the option to trade him by the J uly 31 trade deadline. -

: | Phllhes GM Ruben Amaro dechned comment on the1r contract plans 1nvolv1ng Hamels

i It 1sn't known how Hamels w1ll react tod deal 51mllar to Cain's. Hamels was thought to be

R seeking a deal at least in the range of Johan Santana's $137 5-m1ll1on s1x-year Mets deal or C C, R

ol agent after thls season ST

L It 1sn't known whether Hamels mlght have any negatlve reactlon to the falrly long wa1t for th1s

| .fi offer ‘which is expected to come -any, day now, ‘or how much the Ph1111es recent struggles mlghti o -
play 1nto ‘his decision. Hamels is nothing if not‘un jredlctable he surpr ed folks by declmmg to - >

= sign'a deal as a. second year player and also by acceptmg a three year : $20 mllhon deal four
"‘,yearsago B Do EL e T B B R

o

$127. 5 mllhon or thereabouts may only be an-opening plan The numbers may. well £ up from N




g ' ,The Ph1llres suggested about $80 mrlhon for ﬁve years late last year, bas1ng that offer on J ered SR
e Weaver s $85 mrlllon ﬁve -year Angels deal But thls is the ﬁrst sefious contract dlscuss1on smce RS
. then ' . : . , v , . v _

: Hamels clearly likes Ph1ladelph1a (he llves there year—round) but he halls from Southern

o California, and there have been strong whrspers the Dodgers w1th thelr new r1ch owners 1ntend

i B Ph11ade1ph1a over a mult1-year span ﬁlClS that rep He s also done 1t 1n a h1tters park

- to make a strong push for h1m after the year

- Very few stars th1s close o free agency s1gn w1th the1r orgmal team and Hamels could beheve

. he's worth'mote than Cain because he's lefthanded and has a higher winning percentage (. 594 to
“Cain's :510). Hamels like Cain, has a reputation as a bulldog, and being successful in = _

o CBSSports com orlgmally reported a few days ago that Phllly s b1d would be for at least $120 e
->m1lhon _ L S R
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Deals .

» American League
RBaltimore Qrioles: Recalled P Tom-
my Hunter froin Norfolk (International/

AAA), Destgriated. P-Brad Befgesen for

assignment. .~

Boston Red Sox: Placed DH David Or-
tiz on the 15-day disabled list. Recalled
[FMauro Goinez from Pawtucket(Inter-
national/AAA). ' ’

Chicago White Sox: Recalled P Pedro
Hernandez from Charlotte (Interna-
tional/AAA):Optiongd PJhan Marifiezto
Charlotte. : T

Detroit Tigers: Recalled P Jacob Tur-.
ner -from Toledo. (International/AAA).
Optloned P Luis'Marte to Toledo: :

Kanisas City Royals; Optioned P Ryan

Verdigo to Omahi (Pacific Coast/AAA).

Recalled P Francisley Bugno frém Oma-
ha. :
Minnesota Twins: Recalled P Nick

Blackburn from Rochester (Interna- |

tional/AAA). - )
New/York Yankees: Recalled P David
Phelps from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (In-
ternational/AAA), Optioned P D.J. Mitch-
‘ell to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.
Seattle Mariners: Placed P Charlle

- Furbush onthe 15-day-disabled list: Re-

called P Steve Delabar from Tacoma (Pa-
cificCoast/AAA). .

“ Texas Rangers: Réinstited P Colby

Lewis from the 15:day disabied list. Op-

_tioned P Martin Perez to Round Rock.
" (Pacific Coast/AMA)
T e

.a&s: Transferred P

acks: Recalled P
d i Réno (Pacific
ptioned P-Trévor Baiief.to
ptioned P Todd
‘(Internationat/
ntract of OF Xa<

cides: Agiced 1o terms
el ‘Solbach .on ‘a -minér
s; - Agréed | to-terms
Tucker-on a minor

4 Phillies: Optioned ¥
3 to Lehigh Valley (Inter-
Giahts: Placed CHéctor

y-disabled list, Re-
ide from Fresno (Pa-

s (pacific Coast/ |




