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MLB.com

Rookie deals Yankees a rare loss in Oakland

By Evan Drellich / MLB.com | 7/20/2012 2:26 AM ET

OAKLAND -- Normalcy was at a premium Thursday night at Oakland Coliseum. The Yankees
lost to the A's here for the first time in two years, 4-3, and New York was nearly held to fewer
than three runs for the first time since May. This in front of hundreds of barking dogs.

The Yankees couldn't solve A's rookie right-hander A.J. Griffin, who was making just his fifth
career start in the first game of four in the series. New York (57-35) and Oakland (48-44) both
came in with wins in five of their past six games.

Griffin, 24, held the Yanks scoreless through five innings, and escaped a four-hit Yankees rally
in the sixth inning with just two runs scored. Before Thursday, the Yanks had done quite well
against pitchers they had never seen before: 26-11 dating to the start of last season. Of course,
they had also won nine straight games in this ballpark stretching back to 2010, and 21 of 30
series openers this season.

Freddy Garcia gave up nine hits in 5 2/3 innings, and considering how poor he felt his stuff was,
he did well to hold the A's to just four.

"They're playing better,” Yankees manager Joe Girardi said of Oakland. "They've won 10 out of

their last 12, they had a big win yesterday, they're swinging the bats better, their starting pitching
has been good and their bullpen has been good. This is a team over .500, so they're playing pretty
good."

The Yanks did manage to hold on to their streak of scoring at least three runs in a game, bringing
it to 43 games with a solo homer from Nick Swisher in the ninth off A's closer Ryan Cook.
Swisher was the only Yanks hitter to reach in the final three innings against Oakland's bullpen.

With the news before the game that Brett Gardner is likely lost for the season, Swisher is one of
many who will be asked to step up. He drove in two of the Yankees' runs Thursday and is hitting
- .321 in his last 10 games.

"For us, we've just got to pull it all together," said Swisher, who went 2-for-4. "Keep doing what
we're doing, keep fighting and just throw our thoughts and prayers out there that it'll be OK."

The Yankees had a chance in the first inning, with singles from leadoff man Derek Jeter and No.
3 hitter Alex Rodriguez. After escaping the jam unscathed, Griffin retired 11 in a row from the
second through the fifth.

Oakland outfielder Yoenis Cespedes, whom like Griffin the Yankees had never seen, cracked a
two-run homer to left in the first inning. Seth Smith plated two more on a third-inning single off
Garcia.
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e ' _Garc1a sa1d the p1tch to Cespedes a curveball down was where he wanted 1t He struck out s1x -
o .and walked two : S : o o S
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- from Robinson Cano, extending his career-long hit streak to 22 games. Mark Te1xe1ra plated one
- runona deep sac ﬂy to center and vasher drove in another w1th a s1ng1e : A
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ESPN.com

Athletics continue run by finally beating Yankees at home
Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. -- A.J. Griffin glanced into the visiting dugout and saw Derek Jeter, Alex Rodriguez
and Mark Teixeira among others. Oakland's rookie right-hander felt some nerves all right.

Then, Yoenis Cespedes hit a two-run homer in the first inning to give him a quick lead and Griffin shut down one of
basebail's best lineups for five innings as the Athletics beat the Yankees 4-3 Thursday night to snap a nine-game
skid at home to New York.

Griffin already has shown poise in some high-profile moments -- meeting the Bay Area rival Giants in his big league
debut last month, hanging tough at two-time AL champion Texas his next time out, facing Boston on July 4 and
beating the Twins for his first victory last Friday.

"It's fun. | didn't have a choice of who | pitched against," he said. "We're having a lot of fun right now. i like to hear
the music after games."

Through the noise, he turned to Sean Doolittle and said, "Hey, we just beat the Yankees!"

Seth Smith added a two-run single in the third for the A's, who won for the 11th time in 13 games to move a
season-best four games over .500 at 48-44 -- the first time the club has been there since it was 28-24 on May 31,
2010.

It was a rare dog day of summer for the Yankees, who still owned the best record in baseball (57-35) after a night
in which 718 dogs attended the game as the A's attempted to set a Guinness World Record for most canines at a
sporting event. They will submit their total to Guinness.

Cespedes' drive was Oakland's 13th homer in the past six games. The A's snapped New York's three-game winning
streak and handed the Yankees just their third defeat in 12 games.

Jeter, Rodriguez and Nick Swisher each had a pair of hits for New York, which swept a three-game series here May
25-27 and owns a 24-10 record at Oakland since 2004.

A's All-Star closer Ryan Cook surrendered Swisher's one-out homer in the ninth before recovering for his 10th save
in 13 chances.

Swisher's 14th homer, against his first team, helped New York extend its franchise-record run of 43 straight games
with at least three runs as it opened the four-game series that kicks off a seven-game road trip in the team's final
West Coast trek.

The red-hot A's handed Freddy Garcia (4-3) his first loss since April 28 against Detroit.

"l was fighting every pitch. | was in trouble the whole game," Garcia said. "When | threw the fastball they hit and
drove in runs."”

Garcia's nine hits allowed in 5 2/3 innings matched his most of the season. He struck out six and walked two.



The right-hander received a call from Mariners ace Felix Hernandez earlier Thursday in anticipation of their
matchup Tuesday at Safeco Field.

“He said, 'I'm going to pitch against my idol,"" Garcia said.

Coco Crisp had three hits for an Oakland club that improved to 11-2 in July and opened a stretch of 17 straight
games against AL East opponents.

Griffin (2-0) allowed two runs on four hits in six innings, struck out four and didn't walk a batter for the first time in
his fifth career start.

After allowing Raul Ibanez's one-out single in the second, Griffin retired the next 11 Yankees in order before Jeter's
leadoff single in the sixth.

Rodriguez singied one out later and Robinson Cano followed with a base hit to extend his career-high hitting streak
to 22 games. He also has reached base safely in 25 consecutive games since June 20.

Griffin received a mound visit from pitching coach Curt Young, then gave up Teixeira's sacrifice fly and an RBI single
to Swisher.

"The kid knows how to locate the baseball," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said. "He changes speeds, works fast and
does what he needs to do."

Jeter singled leading off the game but was later out on a strange force at third. After Rodriguez's one-out single,
left fielder Cespedes backhanded Cano's liner then dropped the ball, hesitated and then overthrew third as the
baserunners held. Griffin, backing up the bag, retrieved the ball and ran to step on third for the force on Jeter. He
threw to second, but Rodriguez made it in time even though he had hesitated between first and second after
urging Jeter to go. A-Rod at one point threw his arms up as if to ask what had happened.

A's manager Bob Melvin credited Griffin for having the wherewithal to back up the base.
"There was mass confusion on that play," Griffin said.

Yankees special adviser Reggie Jackson rejoined the team and was in uniform after he made comments critical of
Rodriguez and other former stars.

Game notes

Jeter's sixth-inning run scored gave him 1,822, tying him with Eddie Collins for 15th ali-time. ... Yankees LF Brett
Gardner will have arthroscopic surgery on his troublesome right elbow next week to remove inflamed tissue, likely
ending his season. He was hurt diving for a ball against the Twins on April 17 and hasn't piayed since. ... Injured
New York reliever Joba Chamberlain (ankle) is scheduled to pitch for a fourth time with the Gulf Coast Yankees on
Friday. ... Former A's 3B Eric Chavez received a mostly warm welcome when he came to the plate for the first time
in the second. ... Not counting canines, the game drew 23,382,
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Newsday

Brett Gardner likely out for season; Yanks
fall to A's

July 20, 2012 by ERIK BOLAND / erik.boland@newsday.com

OAKLAND, Calif. -- The reality of the Yankees' current situation is this:
Sometimes, the game result will be the least interesting development of the day.

Such was the case Thursday, a day that dawned with the Yankees holding a 10-game
cushion in the AL East.

That lead was "trimmed" to nine games after a 4-3 loss here, a result more significant to
the A's in that it kept them in the AL wild-card race and ended a nine-game skid to the
Yankees at O.co Coliseum.

Thursday's Yankees headline?

They found out -- though it surprised few - they'll likely be without leftfielder Brett
Gardner the rest of the season.

The Yankees announced moments before the game -- one in which, if you're looking for
an in-game headline, Robinson Cano extended his hitting streak to a career-best 22
games -- that Gardner would undergo arthroscopic surgery next week to "remove
inflamed tissue from his right elbow."

Team physician Christopher Ahmad will perform the surgery and the team said the
procedure will "most likely conclude" Gardner's season. Gardner has been on the
disabled list since April 18 with a right elbow strain and bone bruise.

"Very unfortunate," said Raul Ibafiez, who along with Andruw Jones has gotten the bulk
of the playing time in Gardner's absence. "We've kind of been pretty much the whole
year so it's not an adjustment for Dru or myself."

The Yankees have been preparing several weeks for what was announced Thursday,
stepping up their efforts to secure outfield depth in advance of the trade deadline.

"It's definitely safe to say we're looking" for outfield help, one organization talent
evaluator said.



But the Yankees, still with baseball's best record (57-35) after the loss to the A's, don't
feel compelled to make a move; not with the production they've gotten from Ibarfiez,
Jones and Dewayne Wise.

And, with what one opposing team scout called a "thin" outfield market, it remains to be
seen if anything can be done within reason, i.e. cost.

Among the outfielders the Yankees have looked at of late are the Phillies' Shane
Victorino, Carlos Quentin of the Padres and the A's Coco Crisp, who singled and scored
in a two-run third inning that gave the A's (48-44), a baseball-best 11-2 in July, a 4-0
lead against Freddy Garcia.

General manager Brian Cashman said Sunday he believes the Yankees, as constituted,
are a "championship caliber" team, therefore putting him in position of strength before
the trade deadline at the end of the month.

Still, there is organizational concern regarding Ibafez, 40, and Jones, 35, and the
unexpected amount of time they've spent in the field since Gardner went on the DL.

"Thirty-five is a lot of miles," Jones said with a laugh after Thursday night's game.
Jones said he feels healthy but the day after games "sore," which is not unusual.

"Everybody needs to go out there and just continue doing what we've been doing," he
said.

To this point, neither Jones nor Ibafiez has shown many concessions to age and, as
manager Joe Girardi said, with the number of lefthanders the Yankees see, he hasn't
had to start Ibafiez in the field four, five or six straight days .

“This is a rare stretch where we're seeing six out of seven righthanders," Girardi said.
“I'll watch Raul a little bit in that time."

Ibafiez, who started in left, went 1-for-4 and is batting .243 with 12 homers and 40 RBIs.
Jones, who pinch hit in the seventh and popped out, is hitting .239 with 12 homers and
26 RBls.

Garcia, solid in his three previous starts since being reinserted in the rotation, wasn't
sharp, allowing four runs and nine hits in 52/3 innings. Yeonis Cespedes' 12th homer of
the season, a two-run shot in the first, gave Oakland a 4-0 lead.

"l was not able to find any pitch," Garcia said. "I was in trouble all game but | was able
to keep the game close."

The Yankees were mostly controlled by 24-year-old righthander A.J. Griffin, making his
fifth career start. After Ibafiez reached on an infield single with one out in the second,



o 5 :can Iocate prtches and that's what he d|d "o

" Grlffln retlred 11 stralght W|th Derek Jeters second hlt of the nrght breakrng the streak

RS in'the sixth. Mark Teixeira had a sacrifice fly and Nick Swisher had an- RBI single in the . o o

inning in ‘which the Yankees pulled to within 4-2. Swisher's 14th home run of the
- season, |n the nrnth off Ryan Cook cut the Yankees defrcrt to 4- 3 S ,

| ,, Grrffrn (2 0, 2 70) allowed those two runs and seVen hrts in six mnmgs

' "He started Iocatlng pretty good " Grrardl sald "I talked about |t befor%e the game thrs kld e
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Yankees start tr1p w1th a 4 3 loss 1n Oakland

FRIDAY JULY 20 2012 LAST UPDATED FRIDAY JULY 20 2012 2 28 AM
BY PETE CALDERA :
STAFF WRITER :

OAKLAN D, Cahf ——These aren t the same Oakland Athletlcs that the Yankees steamrolled the last

tlme they were here i

' Slugger Yoenis Cespedes was on the diSabled list 'and r’ight-hander AJ. Gri’fﬁnwas in the: minors .
B ~when the Yankees swept three games at Oakland Cohseum from May 25- 27, a serles that put Joe " -

G1rard1 s club on the launchlng pad

But on Thursday nlght Cespedes crushed a ﬁrst—1nn1ng, two-run homer off F reddy Garc1a and

Grlfﬁn mostly bafﬂed the Yankees w1th h1s slow breakmg stuff as the A’s held on for a4- 3 v1ctory.’ o

: The win_Snapped t_he Yankee,s? nin'efgame winni-ng's_treak at the gcavernous‘ Co_liseum. e

3

It was the A S first wm agalnst the Yanks here s1nce Aprll 22, 2010 the day the Yankees turned a :
trlple play for the ﬁrst time in'42 years That was also the game that A’s p1tcher Dallas Braden

T

famously told Alex Rodr1guez to get off h1s mound after A—Rod trespassed wh1le Jogglng back to the _ o

dugout

o 'Bac‘kt'o 2612:.,5 SR

From May 25 headmg 1nto Thursday, the Yankees (57—35) had won 34 of thelr last 47 games to cla1m i-f s ' e B

baseball S best record Buit Oakland (48-44) has the game s best mark thls month S
- Asan added d1st1nct1on, the Athletlcs 11th wm 1n 13 July games was w1tnessed Thursday by 23 382 o
people and 718 dogs e Lo e : :

The canlne count estabhshed an unofﬁc1al” Gumness World Record for the most dogs at a sportlng "

- event accordmg to' the A’

It was aruff er,,mugh:‘niht,for Garcia, too. -
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. I was in trouble the whole game, but I was able to keep the game close, _ sa1d Garc1a, who lasted 5 2

1nn1ngs and y1e1ded four runs’ on mne hits and two walks Wlth SlX strrkeouts “Most of the game, I B

' E couldntmakeapltchwhenIwantedto e
- N e T e e (T

o !FOIIQWing» a Ml:dr'p_i.'téh that piit"‘trvo- runners in seoring position, Seth Smith’s delivered a sharp two-

- runsingle to center gave Oakland a 4-0 lead in the third - though Cespedes had the more memorable -
hlt | B L TR AR TR R f 5 '." ”

G Garc1a (4 3) felt he’d made a decent pltch w1th a blg breaklng curveball that Cespedes, last w1nter s o

o well—coveted Cuban free agent, golfed over the left field wall

7 LRobmson Cano extended hlS career-hlgh h1tt1ng streak to 22 stralght games durlng the Yanks two— .
g run s1xth as Mark Te1xe1ra contrlbuted a‘sac fly and Nlck vasher slashed an RBI smgle -

- But Raul Ibanez struck out w1th the ty1ng runs aboard to end the 1nn1ng He was the last batter faced '
L by Grlffin (2 o), who y1elded seven hlts and walked none w1th four strlkeouts 1n h1s ﬁfth blg—league
fA.;start 'f;‘ \ L e o o

B : N1ck Sw1sher sa1d the dlfferentlal between Grlffin s upper 60 rnph breaklng ball and h1s 90 91 mph e
fastball was a huge contrast '

“Next tlme we face hrm, T th1nk we’ll know a 11ttle more about hlm sa1d Sw1sher whose one out
- n1nth—1nn1ng solo homer off closer Ryan Cook (10 saves) kept another streak gomg, the Yankees haveE - :

. _scored at least three runs in 43 stralght games L : S ERRRREE

' _T,;hat}’s’ﬁvegames'shonvof;theﬁmajortleaguefrecord cwﬁé'by;the 1§94 'I“nfdians.' Sl

| "Just recalled from Class AAA Emplre State, rookle Dav1cl Phelps dellvered 2.1 scoreless lnnlngs Wlth . s

: four strlkeouts 1n rellef of Garcm
o “It’s:like an':'ctﬁdition.r You just irwa’n't't(:), go out éln,d doyo'ur'best every time out‘”;Ph'elps '.said.' o

Lo

- G1rard1 couldn t really fault Garcra $ 105—p1tch effort e1ther But the Yanks’
c-a downer mth news that outfielder Brett Gardner was headed for season—endmgarthroscoplc elbow

8 surgery

7 “I msh he was comlng back and I WlSh we had h1s speed element said G1rard1 who learned of
g Gardner s 1mpend1ng surgery after battmg practlce “But we re. gomg to have to 11ve w1thout 1t '

=

day had already started on: o



S make that de01s1on

: '7 . BRIEFS‘ J oba Chamberlaln (ankle, elbow) is set to make his fourth mmor-league today for the ‘ 7, ,
: Yanks’ Gulf Coast Rookle League afﬁllate Glrard1 isn’t lookmg at a tlmetable for the rlght hander s S
- return to h1s bullpen yet because Chamberlam has yet to pltch in consecutlvP games '

: “Once we get h1m domg back to back I thmk you have a better 1dea, G1rard1 sald “You want to see - k '
~ howhe. responds the: second day | thmk that would be the last test (But) let s let the powers that be

o Cl‘lI‘lS Stewart started behmd the plate after Russell Martln caught Wednesday s game at- the L
" Stadium. G1rard1 said h1s dec1s1on was influenced by Wednesday s upper 9o- degree temperature and
. the cross country tr1p followmg the game Martm popped outasa p1nch-h1tter in the seventh '

: Derek J eter (2—for-4) scored h1s 1, 822nd career run, tylng h1m w1th Edd1e Colllns for 15th on the all—
* time list. ; Curtls Granderson (0-for—4) had his elght—game h1tt1ng streak snapped ..Cano’s 22-game
' h1tt1ng streak is the longest actlve streak in the maJors and the longest by a Yankees smce J eter s 25-

-

- game streak in 2006
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: Yankees faII _to Oakland A's, 4 3 snapplng three-game

= : wmnlng str; ak

| __Pup'liéhédr:; Friday, July @20, _2012@, 12:50 AM  Updated: Friday, July 20, 2012, 12:58 AM

-By Marc Carig/The Star-Ledger

- OAKLAND, Calif. — For the longest time, nothijn’g”had gone wro_ng for the Yankees in Oakland.

,jﬁ,"

i They had won nine stralght games here a streak datmg back to 2010 And it was: here, earller th|s

e Iearned that Ieft flelder Brett Gardner would IlkerA

- year, that the Yankees used a: serles sweep to rlght thelr season But aII good thlngs come to an end,'?” :

. 'i-and by the concluslon of a 4 3 Ioss to the streakmg A s Thursday nlght the Yankees had come away R P

,\.'

”"j; defeated on two fronts

3 wmnmg streak nded af

he "_::fn'kées-’}tihreei ! ' r-the A s. tagged Freddy Garcia for four__runs in 5 :

\ -:.2/3 |nn|ngs, mcludlng ' '_ita e measure shot by Cub*" sensatlon Yeoms Cespedes

‘|ss the rest of the season : T 5: S o

. . The club announced that Gardner wrll undergo arthroscoplc surgery next week to remove mflamed s } B2

o tlssue from h|s rlght elbow A cIub spokesperson sald the surgery WI|| I|ker SIdellne Gardner for the '

o rest of the year

: That Ieaves the Yankeesiln the same boat as they ve been smce April when Gardner first felt pam m 5 :

;

: h|s elbow, WhICh the team has termed a stralned elbow They must keep W|nn|ng W|thout h|m —ra

- chaIIenge they nearly met once more Thursday nlght ‘ 7 \, o '

RV



- 'D'espite- Garciafs- r0ugh night vthe Yank’ees ral-lie'd’-with-tv\'/o runs in the sixth -oin' a sacrifi'ce. fIy. by MarR o
R Terxelra and arun- scormg smgle by N|ck SW|sher In the n|nth SW|sher brought the Yankees wnthln

' _ one, Iaunchlng a solo shot off AII -Star closer Ryan Cook
- But the comeback fell short and the Yankees lost in Oakland for the first time April 2010.

V.

" However, the biggest loss of the day may have come before first pitch. -

 Even before'the Yankees announced the news, manager Joe Girardi said the team had already been.

- working on the premise that Gardner would not return.”

R “That’s -k'ind of:what youdo o Gi'rardi' said "‘Until: someone"si ba'ck': you realily can’t say We’re éounting:~" o

A on th|s guy It S unfortunate because I th|nk we ve missed some of the thlngs that he brlngs to our

e 7-club He 'S had a couple of dlfferent setbacks and I thifik you have to proceed that |f you ‘were to get

= 'h|m |t wouldn’t be untll at Ieast September ”\ o

.,\

- In Just nlne games th|s season Gardner h|t 321 W|th no homers and three RBI But hrs speed gave IS

' the Yankeeswthelr onIy base steallng threat ln the Ilneup

- numbers that those guys have put up, it s Just a dlfferent game.'»‘It s nlce sometlrnes to have that

: rspeed“ R

" He s also a Gold Glove caliber defensive player in'left field:

Gajrdr'isr?saé”n'tf,‘fJ:qé'fB_ikaf"*t 4 the Yankeés outfielder has niot rulléd out a return. ~© = "

Foe T

] “He s certalnly dlsappomted 1% s come to th|s, but feels it’s s hIS best optlon for keeplng open the o Sl

pOSSlblhty of gettmg back on the fleld at some pomt |n 2012 " BICk sa|d Lo



'

- Glrardl sa|d he S content wnth veterans RauI Ibanez and Andruw Jones spllttlng dutles m Ieft f|eId even K

T -though both had been ongmally sngned to share the desngnated hltter role
7 ) General manager Brlan Cashman aIso sald recently that he’d rather r|sk playlng the veterans in’ the L

; _fleld than paymg a hlgh pr|ce in money and prospects to upgrade before the trade deadllne

B ,However the Yankees have nevertheless been evaIuatlng outﬁeld optlons as the July 31 deadhne

g 'approaches o

e
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. Rookle Ieads A's to f' rst home wm over Yanks slnce 2010

L lByJoshAlper

S A J Grlffrn was the guy to do it

| Friday, Jul 20,2012 | Updated8 21 AMEDT -

Introcluce Themselves to S

_ When the Yankees were Iast in Oakland they were puttrng the f|n|sh|ng touches on an Apr|I ) L
sweep of the A' o S R

» That was jUSt busrness as usuaI The final game of that sweep was the Yankees nrnth- -

. strarght win- in Oakland a streak datrng back to 2010 and it came |n the, mrddle of Oakland s e

” 'f : own nrne game losrng streak that Ieft them at 22- 30 as May got underway

) It's been a very drfferent story in Oakland srnce that pornt The teams is 26 14 over therr Iastf: -

- .-40.games, mcludrng Thursdays 4-3 win' over the Yankees that ended that allowed them to
a freclarm ownersh|p oftherr home freld ST R *:: BRI S E< ;;; 5\ _5:.

B "That mlght be a dublous prrze glven the qualrty of the edrfrce and size of the crowds but you o B
“haveto |mag|ne it strll feels nice to.win a game in. your own backyard It feels eveh nlcer that R

C

L Grrffln one of several unknownf ’akland starters fuelmg thrs run; aIIowed two runs over srx
ick up his second straight riffin-has now allowed fo
_ _’ed Sox and it bodes weII for the futt :ewhen you: are
o able to shut down the three best offensrve teams in baseball within the . frrst five starts of
- _your major Ieague career thanks to a fastball—curveball combo that results ina 30 mph :

B change in speed between pltches

S ankIand mrght be able to extend thrs relevance beyond thelr current hot streak

—= when you ve got a double—drglt lead |n the d|V|S|on

: Not that Oakland s relevance matters to the Yankees deSprte many happy memorres of

Ir runs |n18|nn|ngsf; o

N Oaklands part, of a -masswe*scrumtor the second erd Card spot in the American League o R

o playoff wrns over the. team way back when It's just hard to generate much angst over a Ioss: : T L

R



: : Garcra was nelther terrlble nor great he was ba3|cally your average everyday Freddy
Garcra and that's generally going to mean you need more than three runs towin a game

- Thanks to NICk Swisher's n|nth |nn|ng homer the Yankees dld get three runs and that B c

means therr streak has h|t 43 games on that front

: .The Yankees WI|| be seelng more new faces |n the next few mghts as the A's trot out

S Tommy Milone and Jarrod: Parker before cIosmg with- old friend. Bartolo Colon |n an attempt S : -
- to stop that scorlng streak The names mlght not ‘mean much now but theres adecent

f.chance that the new A's wrll Ieave a couple more strong |mpreSS|ons before sendlng the
i Yankees on thelr merry way : : = : . ,

/:' .
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Yankees Can’t Solve Young A’s Starter; Garma Not
Good Enough In 4-3 Loss |

: July 20 2012 6:18 AM

, OAIG.AND Calif. (WFAN /AP) The Yankeesreceived word their left ﬁelder will indeed be out for the long'
haul with what is likely season-ending elbow s‘urgery, then they got shut down by an unfazed rookle whose velocity
varied by about 3o-mph.

Not quite the kind of start they had hoped for on their final West Coast swing.
, Oakland’s A.J. Griffin mixed speeds to shut down one of baseball’s best lineups for five innings and Yoenis Cespedes
hit a two-run homer as the Athletics beat the Yankees 4-3 Thursday night to snap a n1ne-game skid at home to New
York. : : :

“The kid knows how to locate the baseball ” Yankees manager Joe Girardi sa1d “He changes speeds, works fast and
does what he needs to do : ¥

~ 'LISTEN: Girardi a,fte”r Yankees’ loss

The Yankees found out before the game that left fielder Brett Gardner will have. surgery next week on hlS elbow, which

" has s1de11ned him since he injured it d1v1ng for a ball on Aprll 17 against the Twms :
Nick Swisher spoke to 'his teammat‘e'late Thur’sday. _

" “That was a big deal. He's the spark 'plug, Sw1sher said. “He has the ablllty tolead the league in stolen bases Its -
toughto replace a world=class’ peed guy- Nobody likes IOSmg a teammate You call this year a wash and just wish h1m
the best to get healthy > : S L : :

Griffin already has shown poise in some hlgh-proﬁle moments — meetmg the Bay Area rival Glants in his b1g league
debut last month, hanglng tough attwo-time AL champlon Texas his next time out, facing Boston on July 4 and -

beatmg the Twins for his ﬁrst v1<:tory last Frlday

L “Tt's fun I dldn t havea ch01ce of who I pltched agalnst " he sald “We re hav1ng a lot of fun rlght now. L hke to hiear
the music after games.” S o : o S

Through the locker room noise, he turned to Sean Doolittle and said, “Hey, we just beat the Yankees!”

Seth Smith added atwo-run s1ngle in the third for the A’s, who won for the 11th time in 13 games to move a season-
best four games over 5oo at 48—44 the ﬁrst tlme the club has been there since it was 28-24 on May 31, 2010.



- “Hesaid, ‘I.’-m 'going to pitch against my idol,

, . , )
It was a rare dog daif of summer for the Yankees, who still owned the best record in baseball (57-35) after a night in
which 718 dogs attended the game as the A’s attempted to set a Guinness World Record for most canines at a sporting
event. They will submit their total to Guinness.

‘Cespedes’ drive was Oakland’s 13th homer in the last six games. The A’s snapped New York’s three-game winning
' streak and handed the Yankees Just their third defeat in 12 games. -

Sw1$her, Derek Jeter and Alex Rodriguez each had a pair of hits for New York, which swept a three-game series here

from May 25- 27 and owns a 24 10 record at Oakland s1nce 2004. .
(-

A’s All-Star closer Ryan Cook surrendered Swisher’s one-out homer in the nlnth before recovermg for his 10th save in

13 chances.

Swisher’s 14th homer, against his first team, helped New York extend its franchise-record run of 43 'straight games

with at least three runs as it opened the four-game series that kwks offa seven—game road trlp in‘the team’s ﬁnal West

‘Coasttrek.

The red—hot‘A’s handed Freddy Garcia (4-3) hisfirst loss since April 28 against Detroit.

“I'was ﬁghtlng every p1tch Iwasin trouble the whole game,” Garc1a said, “When I threw the fastball they hit and
drove in runs.” r
Garcia’s nine hits allowed in 5 2-3 innings matched his most of the season. He struck out six ang walked two.

The right-hander recelved a call from Mariners ace F el1x Hernandez earlier Thursddy in ant1c1pat10n of their matchup

Tuesday at Safeco Field.
L

”

Garcia said.

VCoco Cr1sp had three hits for an Oakland club that 1mproved to-11-2'in July and opened a stretch with 17 stralght

’ agalnst AL East opponents

Griffin (2-0) allowed Iwo runs on four hits in six innings, struck out four and d1dn twalk a batter for the first time in
his fifth career start, ' . : P

After allowmg Raul Ibanez s one-out smgle in the second, Griffin retired the next 11 Yankees in order before Jeter’s
leadoff s1ngle in the sixth.

Rodrlguez singled one out later and Robinson Cano followed w1th a base hit to extend his career-hlgh h1ttmg streak to
22 games He also has reached base safely in 25 consecutlve games s1nce June 20. :

Grlfﬁn recelved a mound visit from p1tch1ng coach Curt Young, then gave up Mark Teixeira’s sacrifice ﬂy and an RBI
s1ngle to vasher d

Jeter singled leading off the game but was later outon'a strange force at third. After Rodriguez’s one-out single, left

fielder Cespedes backhanded Cano’s liner then’ dropped the ball, hes1tated and-then overthrew third as the

* ‘baserunners held Grlfﬁn, backlng up the bag, retrleved the ball and ran to step on third for the force on Jeter. He »

AY
\
\



—

threw to second but Rodriguez made it in time even-though he had hesitated between first and second after urging
Jeter to go A-Rod at one point threw h1s arms up as if to ask what had happened. .

 As 'manag‘er Bob Melvin credited Griffin fer having the wherewithal to back up .the base.

“There was-mass confusion on that play,” Griffin said.

Yankees special adviser Reggle Jackson rejoined the team and was in umform after he made comments critical of
slugger Alex Rodrlguez and other former stars. ‘

Notes: Jeter’s sixth-inning run scored gave him 1,822, tying him with Eddie Collins for 15th all-time. ... Injured New
York reliever Joba Chamberlain (ankle) is scheduled to pitch for a fourth time with the Gulf Coast Yankees on. Friday.

.. Former A’s 3B Eric Chavez received a mostly warm welcome when he came to the plate for the first time in the
second .. Not countlng canines, the game drew 23,382
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Friday, July 20, 2012
Just one of those days for Garcia

OAKLAND, Calif. -- Freddy Garcia had one of those games. It was bad, yes, but it could have been worse.

Freddy Garcia

#36 RP
New York Yankees
2012 STATS

e GMI18

e W4

e |3

e BB17

o K42

e ERAS.37

“I couldn’t find my stuff today,” the Yankees' right-hander said after Thursday night’s 4-3 loss to the A’s.
“I was not able to find any pitch. | was in trouble the whole game, but | was able to keep the game

close.”

Garcia gave up nine hits, but only four runs, in 5 2/3 innings. Still, it was his worst start out of four since
he returned to the rotation three weeks ago.

“It's difficult because | couldn’t hit my spots,” Garcia said. “I need to find my spots and most of the game
I couldn’t make a pitch where | wanted to.”

Ironically, one of the pitches that hurt Garcia the most was one that was exactly where he wanted it. He
threw a curveball to A’s cleanup hitter Yoenis Cespedes in the first inning. He got the ball down where
he intended it, but the free-swinging Cuban defector still hammered it over the left-field fence for a two-

run homer.

“It was right off the top of the ground,” catcher Chris Stewart said. “He went out and golfed it. | knew
the kid was strong, but even then | didn’t think he got enough to get out of the park, and he hit it way
out. It shows how much power he has.”
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| Yankees faII short in Oakland e o
: Posted By Chad Jenmng sOn JuIy 20 2012 @ 12 38 am In MISC ] 5 Comme_nt o

E The Yankees streak of three runs or more contlnued but three runs wasn’t enough tomght in Oakland ‘

Nick:Swisher’s ninth-inning home run made it close, but the Yankees lost to the A’s 4-3. Freddy GarC|af S

 took his first loss since: returnmg to'the rotation Yoenis Cespedes hit a two=run homer in ‘the first
inning, Seth 'Smith had-a two-run single in the third and Garcia was charged -with four runs. through. -

B2 innings: The Yankees couldn’t solve A’s rookie A. J.°Griffin who made his: ﬁfth blg Ieague start; all of '7 o

N wh|ch have Iasted exactly six innings W|th three runs; or Iess He had retlred 11 |n a row before the
: Yankees fmally got on the board W|th a two -run S|xth : C . - : .

o
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Postgame notes. Not exactly a mght to remember '
Posted By Chad Jennmg On July 20 2012 @ 1 49 am In Notes | &9 ngmentg

Have the Yankees played a more forgettable game thls season'? If you d|dn’t stay up Iate to watch th|s
_one, you really didn‘t miss out-on much: Freddy Garcia wasn't good, but he wasn’t exactly horrible.-

" The Yankees couldn’t do:much against A.J. Griffin,: but their three runs streak contlnued They made it L '

a one run: game in the nlnth but couldn't f|n|sh the rally

.‘ - . 'l

L “It s dlfflcult because if1 can’t hlt my spot T'm not throwmg 95,” Garcna sald “I need to flnd my spot

- Base hit, infi€ld hit, whatever. I think those kinds of games, everything’s' gomg wrong But you know,

" I.was able to- keep pltchmg and pltchlng I was in: trouble the whole game, butI was. able to keep

thegameclose" : S A

It was that- klnd of game Trouble the whole game Keeplng it close "Scoring a few runs: lemg upa -

~ few more. This day was all about Brett Gardner being lost for the season ~—Joe Girafdi said he didn't )
~ find out about the surgery until rlght after batting practice, just a few: mlnutes before the Yankees R
i announced |t — and it really felt like the kmd of game that we’Il aIl forget w1th|n a few weeks S

E “Freddy kept us |n the game " Glrard| sald “We ]USt dldn’t get hlm enough runs o '3

) [2]- Grlfﬁn 'S flrst flve blg Ieague starts have aIl been quallty starts “He s got that equallzer Wlth that

65 -mph breaking ball,” ‘Nick Swisher said. “The next time we face. h|m I think we'll know a'little more_ o

- about him. He started throwing that breaking ball a lot. . .. He'’s throwmg his fastball at 90-91, you're :

talkmg about a 21, 22-mph difference.: But you've got to give him credit. He did a goodjob. He: dldn't ; . -

walk any guys He really mlxed h|s p|tches in and out changmg speeds He did a good Job re

v

e It s: aIways kmd of amazmg that b|g league h|tters have trouble with p|tches thrown slower than . :
normal h|tt|ng speed. “You .can see it when lt comes out (of h|s hand),” Raul Ibanez sa|d “But there 'S .
“a b|g d|fference in the speed (S S T : .

A

o . GarC|a sald it wasn’t a bad- pltch that Yoenls Cespedes clobbered for a two-run homer in: the flrst

mmng “Really good curveball down-” Garcna sald “He got |t pretty good Nothmg I can do about |t v :

- .. ‘. GarC|a is. 7 8 W|th a 5 27 ERA in- 23 career starts agamst the A’ '
. l -

' ': . In rellef of Garua, Davnd Phelps Iook tremendous He pltched 2, 1 perfect |nn|ngs W|th four strlkeouts - ,i
(three on fastballs, one. on acuy vebalI) “When I was. down there (|n the minors) I was: really -
néen ] s that haven't thrown in’ dlfferent counts,” Phelps said. “I was -

throwmg changeups and curveballs behind in the count workmg my way back mto the count that way, .

LT L

and I hada Iot ofsuccess domg that u ;'j: oI Lo s

. G|rard| on Phelps' “I thought he Iooked pretty S|m|lar (to earller in the season) H|s stuff was really

o His all-and.curveball were really jood tonlght He threw a few sliders, When we sent him
down we wanted to. .build hlm up because he wasn’t’ gettlng a lot of work He s bunlt up, and I th|nk
he can really help us.” e » SN , v o

[3]o If you're wonderlng, there was no- lndlcatlon that the Yankees were th|nk|ng about swapplng
Phelps .and. Garcia’s roles. In fact, Girardi seemed generally happy with ‘the way Garcia:pitched

~ tonight. "I just didn’t. think his: stuff was as sharp tonight, es 1y early on;” Glrardl said. He d|d a
heck of a Job‘gettmg out of some Jams tomght He could have glven up-a lot more than he d|d he
battled " . : . S

¢



_-September 16, 2006.

- . Glrardl was told about Gardner s upcomlng surgery soon after battlng practlce' “They made it sound
2 like we probab_ly won't. have h|m the rest of th|s year i Glrardl sald “Let s get |t cleaned up and get
- him. healthy " S . _ _

e Roblnson Cano s hlttlng streak reached ‘a career- h|gh 22 games It S the Iongest actlve streak in the - =

" 'MaJors and the Ionest by a Yankee slnce Derek Jeter had a 25= game streak from August 20 to

-
N

e Jeter tled Edd|e Colllns for 15th on baseball s aII t|me runs scored Ilst He scored the 1 822nd run of _ 7:: .

o >‘h|s career.

,7>‘o SWIsher is: h|tt|ng 321 WIth 13 walks in his. past 10 games H|s home run |n the mnth kept allve the o
: Yankees streak of 43 consecut:ve games scormg at Ieast three runs S RS o

e Lets g|ve the. Iast word to SW|sher, on Gardners |nJury' “I Just talked to- h|m on the phone It sa b|g
" deal. Gardy was kind of that little spark: plug, you know? That guy’s got the ab|l|ty to lead the league s

- instolen bases, You-lose out-on a-guy like that, but you know, we'vé been hit with the- injury bug : : ;
~ pretty hard this year. For us, we've: just got to pull it all together. Keep doing: what we're doing; keep ETI

- .- fighting and just throw our thoughts and prayers out there that lt’ll be OK. From what Ive heard no.
- one even knows what happened o : : :




- offensrve numbers every day The team W|th the best record in the majors was held down by an
oA team that has qwetly been hot out West The A’s have gotten |nto contentron because of .
S the Iowest ERA in the Amerlcan League : S T L Ty e '

E '7 An off nlght Freddy Garaa had h|s worst start smce Jomlng the rotatlon three\weeks ago He R B
R gave up four runs in 5 2/3i innings. He gave up a two- run homer to Yoenls Cespedes inthe f|rst

- and two runs on three hits anda walk in the th|rd Shaky as this was, _Garaa had been good
lately Includlng h|s flve rellef appearances before he went lnto the rotatron Garcra had a 2 52

ERA smce June 5 'f .

o The Streak The Yankees scored at Ieast three runs |n 43 stralght games a streak that was B
L extended by NICk Swrsher s nlnth |nn|ng homer It's the second Iongest streak |n hlstory The
E 'record of 48 consecutlve games was’ set by the 1994 Cleveland Indlans oL

B The Streak II Robmson Cano’s S|xth |nning smgle extended h|s h|tt|ng streak to 22 games a . »
: career hrgh It’s the Iongest actlve h|tt|ng streak in the majors, and the Iongest for the Yankees T

- 'smce Derek Jeter h|t in 25 strarght |n 2006 B L

[

e

; Don t hang all the blame on Garaa for glvmg up a two run homer to o

B ffence for'a two run omer Cespedes, who SIgned a $36 m|ll|on deal W|th th, A’s after B ol _
. defectlng from Cuba has been h|tt|ng everyone Iately He |s now 14 for 26 ‘with three homers in o
-fhrs past seven games L e : ' : Tt A :

; ,And A. J Grlffm The Yankees came |nto the game 26 11 over the past two years |n games
: facrng a starter who had never f' ced New York but they seemed to have some trouble in thelr

i ::plck Griffln hasa 270 ERA in f|ve blg league starts e R f::r S

d A routme 7- 1 putout Wlth Jeter at second Alex Rodrlguez at frrst and one out in. the flrst Cano

-hander gave up two runs |n SIX mnmgs Aformer 13th round . E

: hita I|ne drlve to Cespedes in Ieft Cespedes had the ball and then dropped it. Jeter had held at . :

= second $0 the A’s hadan easy fol ceat'tl Jrrd' except_ ‘ ,pedes overthrew the bag , ,df‘Grlfﬁn
£ ,caught the baII backlng up, then stepped on thlrd to retrre Jeter Rodrlguez hustled down to



: ;s,eco'ndr to :avoi'd_;the'double -'play., : E

. 'Remember that? The Yankees had won nine stralght games in Oakland How Iong has it been .
: 7 smce they lost a game at the Collseum? You may not remember much about the outcome of

. the game April 22, 2010, but you remember-the story of the day. That was the day that Dalias -
" Braden first' madé aname -for hi'mself' by calling oUt 'ROdriguei for"jogging 'o,verthe;mound. o

| B 'Woof woof It was Dog Day at the Cohseum as the A's trled to seta world record for most _
- dogs to attend a sporting event The A’s announced that 718 dogs were counted WhICh was to; B
be submltted for consrderatlon for the Gumness Book of Records 7 7 ,'r S ' -

s What's next The Yankees send RHP Ivan Nova (10 4 4.18) to the mound for the sécond game'; -
_ofthe four-game series at 10 05 p.m. on Frlday Rookne LHP Tommy o : IR
erlone (96 354) startsfortheA’ Sl T e T e ’
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Phelps returns to provide innings out of bullpen

OAKLAND -- David Phelps could be the go-to guy if the Yankees need more than three outs.

The right-hander was back with the big league team Thursday after he was recalled from Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre following Wednesday night's win over the Blue Jays.

"We've seen the last couple of weeks, there were times we would use him," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said of
Phelps in key spots. "Some of our guys down there are mix-and-match. Sometimes they've thrown a couple of days
in a row where, Cory [Wade] was that guy for the last year for us, that you would go to and I'd say, 'l need five outs
from him. | don't want to mix and match today because I've used these guys too much.' Here's a guy that | feel you
can do it with."

Phelps, 25, is 1-3 with a 3.05 ERA in 15 games (three starts) this season. Girardi said he wants to use Phelps more
frequently than he would a long man, but Phelps could nonetheless pitch two innings. Phelps also serves as rotation
insurance.



- nlght

: 'called the out:mg on:

o

o “I Just d|dn't thlnk hIS stuff was as sharp tonlght

. he d|d He battled . L

o Everyig dersey

- 'Postgame notes' Productlve return for Yankees rookle Davnd .
:"_Phelps e | | L o el

 Published: Friday, July 20, 2012, 3:22 AM  Updated: Friday, July 20, 2012, 4:08 AM -

Bx MarcCarng/The »Starél,ed_ger; -

o OAKLAND Callf - A few notes and quotes from the Yankees 4- 3 Ioss to the A's on Thursday -

. 7: N

N y M . “ .
g AN . N

if “s nght hander Freddy Garma feII to 7 8 W|th a 5 27 ERA |n 23 career starts agalnst the A's He

B 1 ,pltched mto the snxth lnnlng, allowmg four runs on nlne hItS, before he was puIIed Wlth two outs He ' .' o :

fthose games when everythlng s gomg w’rong wo

©. "1 was in trouble the whole game,” he said. Buthasabletokeep the game close.”

f The four earned runs were the mo‘ ‘ that G s

i —before belng bounced from the startlng rotatlon Untll Iast nlght GarC|a had posted'a 2: 36 ERA |n h|s :

7 . prewous 13 appearances the Iast three as a member of the rotatlon

¢

Garci:ﬁ_i_aal,rlowede a twoc-:'_run"shot: to Yeonis Cespedes and ‘a two-run single with the bases loaded inthe ~ =

mmngaga '

¢ : peCIaIIy early on * Yankees manager Joe Gll‘al‘dl

sa|d “He dld a heck of a JOb gettmg out of some Jams tonlght He could have glven up ea Iot more than’ N



~-An injury kept the Yankees from seeing Cespedes during the team's first trip through Oakland. But

* they got a good look.at the Cuban sensation; who golfed a Garcia curveball into the stands in Ieftfield.- o

 "He's ‘got some bat'sp'eed Glrardl sa|d "We. knew that we know he has some power Freddy Ieft a
:i 'curveball on the |nner th|rd and he hlt lt out " o L '

‘

. Garcia said the curveball wasn't a bad pitch, though Cespedes made it look like one.

,"'Really' good cu‘r';veball,-;down,_"; Garcia:said.",'Heigo’t,'it'p"r%etty_'goo'_cl:-.'.' NOthlng'i :cfzzl‘ii}c_lc)'about-}it',.:"','-'_E T Lo

. = nght hander DaV|d Phelps tossed a perfect 2 1/3 |nn|ngs in rellef of GarC|a Upon takmg over for i

- Garma in the snxth Phelps retlred all seven batters he faced wh|Ie recordlng four strlkeouts

L ’It was a domlnatmg return to the blg Ieaguse for Phelps who had been sent down Just before the AII— o

. .Star Break desplte pltchmg well ina spot start agalnst the Rays The Yankees sent Phelps down S0 he

I ~

' _A could bunld up h|s arm strength Th|s way, he could be Ieaned upon to start lf needed He was recalled: S

r;on Wednesday

S -',_Whlle |n the mlnors Phelps sa|d he worked on throwmg h|s secondary pltohes even when he found

elf in counts that favor _d

' -'"I was throwmg changeups and ;.,rveballs behlnd in the. ount “W,.

S ;: that way," Phelps sa|d "And I had a Iot of success domg that "

e Before the game Gll‘al‘dl sa|d he env15|oned usmg Phelps in late game sntuatlons perhaps even -

a : Whl|e protectmg sllm leads But |t s clear that Phelps also presents the Yankees W|th the ch0|ce of

mto the startmg rotatlon

gmyway backlntothecount S

: "When we sent h|m down we wanted to bunld h|m up because he wasn’t gettlng a Iot of work' u G|rarcl|"j PR

- sald "He s bunt up and I th|nk he can really help us "



NS o

- -The Yankees had won nine-strai'ghtroad':ga‘fnes againist'the -A's (48444) ,It had :beenthe Yankees‘ R

N longest streak here smce the Collseum opened in 1968 The A s have heated up, lmprovmg to a blg—-' :

~

: B 'Ieague best 11 2 |n July, vaultmg themselves |nto the thlck of the Jumbled race to capture one of two o

_W|Id cards 7 ', e e

e :”They re pIaylng better Glrardl sald "They ve WOn 10 out of their. Iast 12 they had a blg wm et

L1 (
8 "'yesterday (a walk-off agalnst the Rangers), they re swmgmg the bats better thelr startlng pltchmg
. has been good and the|r bullpen has been good v . RN

f - A's rlght hander A J. Gr|ff|n |mproved to 2 0 in hIS flrst f|ve career starts after aIIowmg Just two

-runs |n 5|x |nn|ngs agamst the Yankees -

"He s got that equallzer wuth that 65 mph breakmg baII " sald Yankees rlght ﬁelder Nlck SWIsher sald; -
L :“The next t|me we face h|m 1 th|nk we' II know a Ilttle more about hlm He started throwmg that o
¥ ’.breaklng baII ‘a Iot e ,{ '
-Indeed Grlffm s curveball averaged Just 68 mph compared to a fastball that sat at 89 mph Zl'he 2
,:speed dlfference gave the Yankees problems R " : el
S ,Arf,ane :poiint;-Griffi_n-retired: 1‘1;.st'raigrht,vankges.J :

- _“He reaIIy mlxed h|s pltches |n and out changmg speeds,“ Sald SW|sher who lS 9 for 28 ( 321) |n hIS\

7 Iast 10 games "He d|d a good JOb weo
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Cano extends hitting streak to 22 games

By Evan Drellich / MLB.com

OAKLAND -- Second baseman Robinson Cano's hit streak reached 22 games at an opportune time Thursday night,
in the sixth inning of the Yankees' 4-3 loss the A's at the Oakland Coliseum.

Eleven Yankees in a row had been retired when the sixth began. Derek Jeter started the frame with a single off A's
rookie right-hander A.J. Griffin, and Cano came through with the third single of the inning as the Yankees built their
first rally of the night. New York plated two in the frame, cutting Oakland's lead in half to 4-2.

Cano's single came on a liner to left on a 1-0, 89-mph fastball that Griffin threw belt-high to the inside corner.

Cano entered the night hitting .402 (33-for-82) during his career-long hit streak. Just three Yankees have had hit
streaks longer than 21 games since Joe DiMaggio's record 56 in 1941: Joe Gordon (29 games, 1942), Derek Jeter
(25 games, 2006) and Don Mattingly (24 games, 1986).

Cano reached base on a fielder's choice in his first at-bat, on a line drive to Oakland left fielder Yoenis Cespedes.
Cespedes dropped the ball and was ruled to have not made a catch. With runners on first and second to start the
play, that set up a forceout at third base, and allowed Cano to reach. Cano finished the night 1-for-4.
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Elbow surgery likely to end Gardner's season

By Evan Drellich / MLB.com
OAKLAND -- Yankees outfielder Brett Gardner won't have a chance at a fourth setback.

New York will most likely carry on the rest of the season without Gardner, who is scheduled for
arthroscopic surgery on his right (non-throwing) elbow next week. Gardner's 2012 seemingly ends with
just nine games played, the last on April 17.

"They made it sound like we probably won't have him the rest of this year," said manager Joe Girardi after
a 4-3 loss to the A's Thursday night. He learned Gardner was headed for surgery before the game. "Let's
get it cleaned up and get him healthy."

The Yankees have been the best team in baseball record-wise without Gardner for much of the year, but
he's still a missed presence.

"He's a guy that helps us a lot,"” Girardi said. "We've managed to amass this record without him for most
of the year and we're going to have to do it. | wish he was coming back and | wish we had his speed
element, but we're not going to have it. We're going to have to figure out how to do it without him."

The procedure is intended to remove inflamed tissue and will be performed by team doctor Christopher
Ahmad. A team spokesperson said the day of the surgery was unspecified.

Doctors James Andrews and Timothy Kremcheck reviewed the MRI after Gardner's third setback came at
the start of the week. The injury, which Girardi said did not develop into anything new following this most
recent exam, stems from a diving catch on April 17 at Yankee Stadium in an 8-3 win over the Twins.

Andruw Jones and Raul Ibanez, who have filled in well in left field, continue to shoulder the load for now.
They're veterans -- the former is 35 and the latter 40 -- and a heavy workload could be a concern. |banez
started in left Thursday against A's righty A.J. Griffin.

"The good thing about that is that there are enough left-handers that we see during the course of a
season where these guys aren't playing seven, eight, nine days in a row," Girardi said. "It's three days.
This is a rare stretch where we're seeing six out of seven right-handers. I'll watch Raul a little bit in that
time."

Ibanez, 1-for-4 on Thursday, said he trained in the offseason not to be a designated hitter, but to play the
field. Anything less, he believes, would have been cheating himself.

"|f | was told that | was going to DH this winter, and | prepared to DH, that would mean that I'm slacking
on my offseason conditioning," said Ibanez, who has 12 home runs. "l think, every offseason, especially
the older you get, you don't train the same. You prepare to go out there all the time. | don't understand
how to not do something a lot, at least most players don't."



' VJones admltted that he [ at t|mes sore, but sald that was normal |n the course of thlngs o

o 'DeWayne Wlse isa part of the outfleld puzzle too StlII the Yankees W|I| mlss Gardner who had a. 345 -

) on- base percentage in 2011 W|th 49 steals

: "'I jUSt talked to. hlm on the phone lt's a b|g deal " Swisher said. "Gardy was kind of that httle spark plug, -
you kriow? That guys got the ability to lead the league in stolen bases. You Iose outona guy like that,

" but you know, we've been hit with the injury bug pretty hard this year: For-us, we've just got to pull it all

“-together..Keep doihg what we're doing, keep fighting and Just throw our thoughts and prayers out there
- 'that lt'll be OK From what I ve heard no one even knows what happened A o -

- Gardner who turns 29 in August is arbltratlon ellglble for the second time thlS offseason He went 9-for-, o
28 (-321).with-a°.424 on-base percentage, two doubles flve walks and seven strlkeouts m his limited -
- actlon He was 2-for-2 in steal attempts P : : e : R }
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. Gardner Set for Surgery,
Is Probably Out for Year

By DAVID WALDSTElN

OAKLAND; Calif, — Any slim
hope the Yankees may have had.
that Brett Gardner would return
from an élbow injury this season

" was almost’ certainly ‘wiped out
Thursday, when' it was deter-
d tha d

was performed on Tuesday and
three specialists consulted, Gard-
ner'decided to have surgery: 2
Now the Yatikees. have less g
than two weeks'to decide wheth- .~
er to make'a trade béfore the July

- 31'nonwaiver deadline to get out- . "2

field help.. Without Gardner, the
Yankees have.lost theif fastest
player and an gecasional candi-

! "“date’to slide over and back up . .

urtis Granderson in center field.

ano’s team lead;
have made up for
e loss of Gardner s speed with




he' Yankees announcad be-

. fore last night’s game. that the
leftfieldet, on the dxsable
ril




) ByGEORGEA KING Ill
.OAKLAND, Galif, — Brett Gard-

nei’s season consxsted of- nine
- games,

The ‘left ﬁelder w1ll have - ar-
throscoplc sutgery on his-right.el-

- bow in New York next week to re-

move -inflamed- tissue, clean out
some spurs and make sure there is
niothifig more serious going on.

Dr. Chris' Alimad, the Yankees'
team physman, wﬂl perform the sur-
gety.

NV?@&‘\‘ ’7]75[%1

Gardner to have elbow s surgery, likely done for season

The Yankees sard the surgery

“will likely conclude his season”-
and with a little. more than. two -

months remammg the .odds of
Gardner ma.kmg it back are e very.
~long. :

Now, the Yankees have to de-.
cide- if -the ‘combination of An-.

druw Jones and Raiil Ibanez are

‘good enough to’ play left field:for .

the rest. of the season or should
they look to make a deal for an
outfielder before the ]uly 3ltrade

deadhne

The Phllhes have " talked about—

dealing outfislder Shane Victotino,

wlhio-can be 4 free agent at the end -

oftheseason.
* Dr. Tim- Kremchek and Dr

James Andrews talked with Ah-
‘ad on Wednesday and yester-

day, .and ‘surgery. was fecomn-
mended. The trio of doctors
didn't belleve it was needed. in
Jung, but it’s possible Gardner
further damaged the elbow Sun:
day in a:simulated game, Mosn-

day he reported soreness and'

: underwent another MRI exdm

Tuesday. -

Despite. last night's 4-3 165§ to
thie A's, the Yankees still own the
best record-(57-35) in baseball and

the largest lead (nitie games) in.

the game and haven't been: hurt

-by Gardner’s absence. -

- That‘can be said for other inju-
ries suffered by ‘the Yankees.

Mariand Rivera .went down.in

early May with an ACL injury
and Rafael Soriano Has 'cons

rverted 24 of. 25 save chancesf CcC

Sabathla ‘was shelved for three’

- weeks with a groin problem and

the Yarkees’ AL  East lead

‘swelled from 2Y/; games to nine.

Ibanez -and’ Jones have made
losing Gardner easier to swallow.
Jones and Ibanez are hitting .241

(90-for:373) . with ‘a cornbined 24 {-

homers and 66 RBIs..

“They have ‘done a good job,”
manager. Joe Girardi said of his left
fielders: “Look at the numbers,
home riins arid RBIs ... biit we do

miss [Gardner’s]; speed »

—~
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-Contlnued from Page 1~
] :

rardi said:-

~The procedure will be:’ performed
sometime next week by team physician
_ Dr Chrlstopher Ahmad ing

) A y 5 3 ’ : th H : d n T4 .
it wouldn t be until at Ieast September v with the homebruns and the RBIs, and standmgéut there.- But you look at the--

J i

Gardner to |
(&)ﬁyhave surgery

Outﬁelder will most

By Chad J nnings

flelder

- ‘his' strained

(Bery ol
right elbow, almiost certamly ending’

his season after 4 series of setbacks
from what was orlgmally bélieved to
‘bea relatively minot-injury. -

“It's unfortunate because 1 think '

we've missed some.of the things that

hebrings toour cIub " managerJoe Gi-.

. $ed YANKEES; Page 38 |

. With basebal ' trade deadhne 11 days.
away,. the: Yan

i but ‘they seeri
happy wil
-ten w1thoq G

done.”

- likely miss rest of season

OAKLAND Callt‘ B Yankees left -
tt Gardner will undergo ar-

g
tion: they ve: got— brought - to the game but: I’ve been»
- pleased w1th what these . guys: have P 1
o - (Eduardo Niinez) is not here; We reaht-
- tle dlfferent club.” ;

:numbers that those gitys have put up, it's

just a.different” game.-It’s-nice some-
times.to have that speed. We'renot a club
that S gomg to steal'a lot of bases at this

ially - without Gardy -and

soh sald “To wa h™

Sy
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','Surgery llkely to end season for Yankees lrett
Gardner' e Ly

7':THURSDAYJULY1920121140PM LT pionil ETUE T
BYPETECALDERA . = - 7 - S R S S

THE RECORD

o OAKLAND, _C'alif, - Brett Gardner_’sseason nev_er— really got off the groundﬁ s
' And now it's almost :certainly over; ) : e
- The Yankees speedy outﬁelder 1s expected to undergo arthroscoplc surgery next week to remove 1nﬂamed t1ssue from o

g h1s chromcally allmg r1ght elbow .

' Dr ChI'lS Ahmad the elub’s phys1clan w111 perform the procedure that w111 most llkely conclude h1s season Yankees L

E spokesman J ason lelo sald Thursday, Just pI'lOI‘ to the opener of a four-game serles agamst the Athletlcs at Oakland
f:Cohseum e SR RS S PR ' :
A'da:te for the surge_ry has yetto be scheduled, :

But at least there 'S clarlty about Gardner s status, whlch mlght prompt the Yankees to act more aggresswely in the

: E market for avallable outﬁelders B

,y»

T '_ Wlth the July 31 non~wa1ver trade deadlme loommg, the Yankees have seemed content w1th the1r lefty—nghty platoon

Cof Raul Ibanez and Andruw J ones and the occas10nal spark from Dewayne W1se, another veteran

' “They’ve done a great Job sa1d manager J oe Glrardl “You look at the numbers that Andruw and Raul have amassed '
together w1th the home runs and the RBIs, and you 're able to use Wlse for defense lateifyouwant. ~ '

SN

“We do mlss that speed element that Brett brought to the game but I Ve been pleased w1th what these guys have

done ‘,"E(F .
o ks B s el B

:f The lefty h1tt1ng Wlse was battmg 278 (15—for—54) w1th three doubles, a trlple, one home run and was 7—for-7 in o o

c 'stolen base attempts E e




l',
\

7 But that won't preclude the Yankees from further examining what it mlght take to pry Shane Vlctorlno from the . S

S 'Phillles, or: perhaps developmg an 1nterest in a lesser-profile player siich as the Padres W111 Venable

B Gene:ralmanag:er Brian'Gashman had recently been'discouraged by the high pri'ce ’tags associated Withpo‘tential trade o .

o targets, though he’d also remarked that the Yankees ~ owners of baSeball’s best record hadn t mlssed a beat WIthout -

o Gardner

o But up untll Thursday’s battmg practlce, G1rard1 had mamtained hope that Gardner mlght be able to return at some

A R
. {
!

- pomt though 1t was d slim hope at best Mo

' "‘He’s had a COuple of differe'nt setbacks If you were to get hlm, 1t wouldn 't be untll at least September Girardi said
o before the announcement that Gardner requlred surgery ‘ '
ST

R 'Keluctantly, the Y ankees Ealready had proceeded' as though their openin'g,-day, left ﬁelder wouldn’t b’e;bacﬁkuntil '2d 13;

' “That S klnd of what you have to do,” G1rard1 sald “Untll someone s back you really can t say we re countlng on this
- guy It s unfortunate because I thmk we've missed some of the things that he brings to olir club »o L
E Gardner averaged 48 stolen bases durlng the prevrous two seasons and he prov1ded Gold Glove _caliber defense, L

though h1s battmg average sllpped from 277 in 2010 to 259 last season
- ] :‘In makmg a d1v1ng catch Apl‘ll 17. agamst M1nnesota at Yankee Stadlum Gardner suffered a rlght\elbow strain At the
- tlme, he was battmg 321 in nirie games : T o e ' :
- Slnce then Gardner had three starts and stops to h1s rehab the latest comlng last week when he experlenced
) soreness in the elbow : o T : S

~ Fora second time this season, Gardner’s MRI results were sent to-

- Dr. James:Andrewsand- Reds 'physician’:’I"imothy'l(remchek for-review, SRERE B
:3"/1_‘»he'l'_ast:time, G_ardnerWas prescri_b’ed a cortisone'shot and platelethich'plasma injections. '

S 'N'ow‘; Gardner isn’t eXpected t_o' return-until nextsprlng S

“[I’ll miss] those tlmes where it ] hard to: create runs [and] he 's the one guy that can do a lot of that ” G1rard1 sald “He" o

© putsa lot of pressure on the defense, and h1s defense is outstandmg out there
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~ Agent: Don't count out Yankees' Brett Gardner for 2012

 Published: Thursday; July 19, 2012, 9:40 PM- - Updated: Thursday, July 19, 2012, 9:54 PM

ffB.y: Marc Carig/The Star-Ledger
OAKLAND Callf -- The Yankees have posted the best record in baSeball W|thout Brett Gardner And o

.

|f they are gomg to malntaln |t lt WI|| also be wnthout the speedy outflelder who is scheduled for

arthroscoplc surgery that W|ll Ilkely end h|s season

)

The Yankees announced the news tonlght The surgery, to be performed next week by team phy5|C|an; '

Chrlstopher Ahmad W|ll be to remove mflam d tiss ;from Gardners rlght elbow

Gardner has been out smce the mlddle of Aprll W|th what the team had been callmg a stram But '

) Gardner s agent Joe Blck sald the Yankees outﬁelder has not ruled out a return

I

o “He s certalnly dlsappomted |t s come to thls but feels |t s hlS best optlon for keepmg open the o

possnblllty of gettmg back on the fleld at. some. pomt in 2012 " BICk sald

Gardner played |n Just nme games before the |nJury kept h|m off the fleld He had three attempts to

' come off the d|sabled I|st scratched when paln resurfaced in h|s elbow

o

h B possible tha‘t-the Yankees wil stick with-theircur'r'entplat'o'on of Ra'uiiiibahé'zl'éhdiAh‘&?uw:thésﬁ S

in left ﬁeld However W|th the non walver trade deadlme comlng on July 31 the Yankees could also ' ,

pursue another outﬁelder
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Yankees’ Gardner To Have Surgery On Elbow,
L|ker Done For Season

July 20, 20126:41 AM

OAKLAND, Calif. (WFAN /AP) — Yankees left ﬁelder Brett Gardner is scheduled for arthroscoplc surgery on his
troublesome right elbow next week, likely endmg his season. \
The Yankees said— Thursday night Gardner would have inflamed tissue removed in a procedure that will be performed
by team physician Dr. Christopher Ahmad. The date of his surgery wasn’t yet known. Gardner had an MRI earlier this
week after a third setback i in his recovery from an elbow strain that has sidelined him since April 18. The Yankees, in
making the announcement about an hourbefore the first pltch against Oakland at the Coliseum, said he wasn’t
expected to play agam in 2012. :

“We're gomg to get it cleared up and get him back on track so he can help us next year,’ manager Joe Girardi said
after a 4-3 loss to the Athletlcs on Thursday night,

“He sa guy that helps usa lot * he added. “We've managed to amass this record without h1m for most of the year and -
“we're going to have to'do it. 1 wish he was coming back and I wish we had his speed element, but we’re not going to
have it, We’ re gomg to have to ﬁgure out how to do it without h1m - : S ~

, Ahmad had been set to_ .consult‘ on the~results"v}ith Dr. James Andrews and Reds medical director Dr, Timothy
’ ’ﬂKremchek. ‘Girar’di said before the game hewas prepared to go 'the' res’t'of the year without Gardner.

“That S kmd of what you do. Unt1l someone’s back, you really can 't say, ‘We Te countlng on th1s guy,’?’ G1rard1 said.
] hk\we ve missed some of the things that he brmgs to-our club. H s had a couple of -
youwere'to get him, 1t wouldn t be untll at least September

“It’s unfortunate because Itk
- d1fferent setbacks and I thlnk you have to proceed that,

»

“The left-handed Gardner was:injuredmaking a diving catchin a‘hom'e ‘game 'against the Mi’nnesota Twins on April 17.
He cut short two minor league rehab assignments because of discomfort in his non-throwing arm. '

Nick Swisher spoke to Gardner late Thursday.
. ‘ - ’ -
“That was a big deal He's the spark plug,” Sw1sher said. “He has the ab111ty to lead the league instolen bases It’s
tough to replace a world class: speed guy. Nobody likes los1ng a teammate “You-call th1s year a wash and _]ust wish him
the best to get healthy We: have to pull 1t together I th1nk the guys have done a great job. We have guys who are
capable
Gardner batted .321 with three RBIs in nine games in his shortened fifth season with the Yankees: Raul Ibanez is
hitting .242 with 12 homeruns and 40 RBIs as the regular left fielder for New York playing in Gardnet’s place.” .

The 28-year-old Gardner played in 159 games last season and stole an Amerlcan League-best 49 bases his second B

: straight ; year with 40 or moré steals.
{ . : S e



“Those times where it’s hard to create runs, he’s the one guy that can do a lot of that,” Girardi said. “He puts a lot of
pressure on the defense. His defense is outstanding out there. But you look at the numbers that those guys have put

up, it’s just a different game. It’s nice sometimes to have that speed. We're not a club that’s going to steal a lot of bases

at this point, especially without Gardy and (Eduardo Nunez) Nuney’s not here. We're a little different club.” -

Also, Girardi ch]led the reports o‘n.réliever Joba Chamberlain’s pri)gréss back from an ankle injury “vefy positive.” He

is scheduled to throw for a fourth time with the Gulf Coast Yankees on Friday.

Chamberlaln tore a ligament and dislocated his ankle jumping on a trampolme with hlS son in March but is expected
to return this year ‘The right-hander is also coming off elbow ligament rep]acement surgery. )

Still, Girardi isn’t putting a timetable on when he might be ready — not until he works back-to-back days.

{
( )

“Ithink once we get him going back to back, I think you'll have a better idea. You want to see how he responds the

second day,” Girardi said. “Those 30 days are tlckmg I don’t think (consecutive days) would be, the last test. Let’slet
the powers that be make that decision.” S : :
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Pregame notes. Gardner havmg surgery , .
Posted By Chad Jennmg On July 19 2012 @ 9 03 pm In Notes | 00 Comments

Brett Gardner s Iatest MRI results are in the hands of doctors, but Joe Glrardl sald those doctors have
‘yet to-meet with Gardner and‘there is no new. diagnosis or rehab plan to announce But the Yankees o

o are movmg forward as, |f Gardner is Iost for the season

UPDATE- No sooner had a. posted th/s than the Yankees came through WIth an update Gardner w1/l
~ have surgery next week to remove lnflamed tlssue from h/s rlght elbow The surgery w:/l “most I/kely
end hIS season -

g “That s klnd of what you do,” Glrard| sald ' “Untll someone ‘s back you realIy can’t say, we're countlng
- on this guy. It's: unfortunate because I think we’ve missed some of the things that he brings to our .
. club. He s had ‘a couple of different setbacks and T thmk you have to proceed that |f you were to get
h|m it wouldn’t be unt|I at Ieast September : X : . SRR, . : i :
Bnan Cashman has been tellmg anyone who WI|| I|sten that he s, not deperate to make a move That
sense-of urgency: m|ght change now that Gardner has suffered -another setback, but the Yankees are
gettmg pretty good productlon out of Raul Thanez-and Andruw Jones — espeC|aIly lately — and they
“have guys like:-Dewayne Wise, Chris Dickerson and Kosukue Fl kudome and Darnell McDonald -
" providing someé depth. The. Yankees st|II have the best record ln baseball S0 all thmgs consudered it” s

~. not a terr|ble S|tuat|on

o _' was: Just’armove to g|ve:a guy-a.ch

' “You Iook at the numbers that Andruw and Raul have am‘assed together w1th the home runs and the

- RBIs; and you're able to use Wisey for defense late if you want. to,” Glrardl sa|d *They've done a good

-~ job.:We do miss that speed element that Brett brought to the game, but 1" ve been pleased W|th what
these guys have done N , , , S

A few m|nor moves

[Z] [3]o The Yankees have traded outflelder Dan Brewer to. the Braves for cash I was told today that it

ance to play elsewhere Brewers nota. bad player but.he'was . -
_ ; ; He got some tlme in blg Ieague camp a few years ago but he never
really cracked the prosp ct radar.- : ~ : o L

. My oId frlend Do_nnl’ \ 4 Ve whose recent Penn State coverage has been ds good as anyone s 7
in the country — texted th|s morning: to say Darnell Mchonald has cleared walvers and been S
a55|gned to Scranton/Wllkes Barre _ _ o o . o co

e Also m Trlple -A: Veteran startlng pltcher Nelson Flgueroa has been released That mlght have been o
an: opt -out: sntuatlon He was replaced on the roster by Double A caII up Danny Farquhar i :

e DaV|d Phelps has re-Joined the‘--blg Ieaguesclub; H[eG]replaced D. J Mltchell who'was sent back,to
‘ tod ‘ 5 ‘ 8

watch the games’,” Jackson sald “To watch them keep wmnmg

Ce Glrard| on Jackson s return “I thlnk |t (3 alI behlnd us. Ithmk that 's the most. |mportant th|ng I th|nk
Reg-has: made a number of caIIs to try to rectlfy everythlng I'm oK wuth |t T m glad he s here Let's’
Just move on : _ SR S . - -



. .. Joba Chamberlain is scheduled to make another'rehab' appearance tomorrow. “I think once we get -
-~ -~ him going back to back I think you'll have a better idea (of when he'll be actlvated)," Glrardl sa|d R
: “You want to see how he responds the second day Those 30 days are t|ck|ng S

. Glrardl sald he plans to use Phelps as more than a Iong rellever “We ve seen the Iast couple of

o match Sometlmes they ve thrown a couple of days in a row where, Cory (Wade) was that guy (who

. could: step in) for the last year for us, that: 'you would.go to and I'd say, ‘I need five outs from him, I
= don't want to mix and match today because Ive used these guys too much Here 's a guy that I feeI
' '_you can do |tW|th Mol _ o )
- , . e
R Glrardl on why Chrls —Stewart is startmg today “H|m and Freddy have been together and Ive I|ked
- what they‘ve done. Long flight yesterday.-It was hot hot day yesterday Just keep both catchers
E fresh They re’ both domg a great JOb e : . : T . . :

) Tonlght the Yankees face Oakland starter A, J Grlfﬁn, who they ve never seen before' “From what

0 - T've 'seen he’s got outstanding command good command of his fastball,” Girardi said: “He's gota very'

lslow curveball that he uses to put hltters away at tlmes He sa guy that s Just gomg to p|tch S



MLB.com

Yankees face another A's rookie starter

By Adam Rosenbloom / MLB.com | 7/20/2012 8:36 PM ET

Prior to Thursday night's 4-3 win over the Yankees, the A's hadn't beaten New York in Oakland
since April 22, 2010.

The next step? Taking the series.

If April 2010 seems like a long time ago, Oakland hasn't taken -- or even tied -- a series at home
against the Bombers since April 2007. Tommy Milone will take the hill for the A's on Friday
with hopes of guaranteeing at least a split.

Milone has a 1.32 ERA in his last five starts and is 5-1 with a 1.03 ERA overall at home. He
faced the Yankees on May 27, but took the loss despite allowing only two runs in 6 2/3 innings.
With a win, he'll become the ninth player in Oakland history to win 10 games in his rookie
season.

Manager Bob Melvin has stressed the importance of keeping things simple on the mound,
especially against a surging team like the Yankees. Milone is the second of three consecutive
rookie starters for the A's for the first three games of their series against New York.

"You go out there and try to just make your pitch and not get too far ahead of things," Melvin
said. "It's something that we stress, don't get too far ahead of yourselves."

Ivan Nova will get the nod for the Yankees having lost just once in his last 18 road starts dating
back to June 20 of last year. In that span, Nova has gone 13-1 with a 3.15 ERA.

Nova made his first and only career start against the A's in May and earned the win in a 6-3
Yankees victory in Oakland. He allowed three earned runs in seven innings, but scattered six
hits, including two home runs.

"I'm still [giving up] home runs, still making mistakes," Nova said following that start. "But you
know, I have to forget about that today. We won, and I've got to enjoy the win and keep working
hard and try to do better next time."

Since that outing on May 25, Nova has delivered a quality start in all but two of his eight starts.

Oakland: Walk-off specialists

Brandon Hicks' walk-off home run against the Rangers on Wednesday was impressive, but fell
right in line with what is becoming a recurring trend in Oakland.



" H1cks blast - the ﬁrst home run of his career -- marked Oakland's Major League leadlng n1nth

o walk-off w1n of: the season, and the A's fourth in the1r past seven home games

_3 "It's pretty 1mpresswe to me to see the quallty of at-bats we get late in. the game and the 1ntens1ty .A g

B of the at~ bats, and I've told them that: before " Melvin said. "Once you ve had success and you've - ﬁ N

o had a couple walk-offs - we've had quite a few here recently -- we get into the. game, ~whether -

o results we' Ve had that we can do it. agaln

" it'sthe ninth or extra innings or somethmg hke that and 1t's t1ed we really feel 11ke based on the
" \ . ) . . :

i f’fOaklandhad,_]ustthr'eewalk\-offwm's_.:l_n2~(_)'1_l.r R N

. Yankees Surgery for Gardner

o Yankees outﬁelder Brett Gardner is scheduled to undergo arthroscoplc surgery on h1s r1ght (non- o |
e throwrng) elbownextweek ' - U , o

' ' Doctors James Andrews and Tlmothy Kremcheck rev1ewed the outﬁelder s MRI after Gardner s
~ third setback came at the start of the week. Gardner has not played since makmg a d1v1ng catch )
on Aprll 17 at Yankee Stadrum in an 8 3 w1n over the Tw1ns o : o b

‘ ~ The procedure whrch w111 be: performed by team doctor Chrlstopher Ahmad is 1ntended to o
remove 1nﬂamed t1ssue - . - ,

- Andruw J ones and Raul Ibanez W11l contlnue to ﬁll 1nfor the Yankees inleft fleld and yvlll S R
_ 11kely be mixed and matched based on opposing pitching. The lefi-handed-hitting Ibanez. started IR
inleft Thurdsay against. A's righty A.J. Grlffin but the r1ght-handed { ones wﬂl l1kely get the nod SHE

% on Frlday agalnst the lefty Mllone S

B "That's k1nd of what you do," Glrardr sa1d "Until someone's back you really can't say, 'Well

o _-we're counting on this guy.' You know it's unfortunate because I th1nk we've mlssed some of the

'thrngs he brlngs to our clu
o :'Worth noting - e

': . Robmson Cano extended h1s career-hlgh h1tt1ng streak to 22 games wrth a srxth-mmng s1ngle
“on Thursday mght ' :



By GEORGE A. KING III

OAIG.AND Calif, — ]oba
" Chamberlain® niakes ~ his
fourth * minor league rehab
stz tomght :and is steppmg

“After he firstthree outings

-were for the Yankees' low-
level Gulf Coast Leagué team, -

Chamberlam is scheduled to
throw “two. -innings -for - Siii-

= gle—A Tampa-agaitist the Pi- .

ratesin Bradenton, Fla,
hamb

gery this past March and has

mproved ineach guting;
Tuesday, : *Chambetlain’s

’ a.ndto P!

" fastball veraged 95 96 mph'. . 8ai¢

‘available at:the July 31 trad

* deadline. But if Chamberlain

‘contitiies. to progress at the

" rate ‘he 'has through three ]
e outings |

Gulf- Coast Lé:

- the Yankees might have a bet-
ter arm to add than anyone:
onthe ‘market wi out having
to give anythingup. - -

- "The Yankees haven’t given
atimetable for Chamberlam S

the
straight game ‘Stewart was
pdired with the veteran right-
handet. :
“Him “and - Freddy .Have
een together and T kind of
like ‘what_ they have done”

" Giratdi said before the game.

“It was 2 long day [Wednes-

day] and I want to keep both'— :
 catchers fresh Y :
Garcia was 2-0 w1th 2318 -

ERA in his last three starts

" throwirnig: to~ Stewart; But -
Jast! night
.'run‘s;and, I

i€ gave up four
i€ hits in'5%/5in-
‘e Yankees 43

: ) Mark Teixeira sperit the'
. winter attenipting to-hit balls
-to left: field from the left side .

it order to hike'a career-low
248 averape last season. .
-With his average at 231 o
May 25, ’the  switch-hitting
Teixeira returned to his roots
as a power hitter. Though his
.252 average could be higher,

- Teixeira has 19 homersand a - -
‘team-leading ‘64 RBIs after..

driving in4 run‘last night,
“ think: it gets

you get older to put upgreat .
“numbers day in-and “day -
O}lt

.said. ‘Teixeira, whois
t ‘ or-44) with’
six homers and 20 RBIs in
the previous 13- games, “So
you try to take-advantage of

) ,the good stretches "
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8 Telxelra Battles a Three-Year Slump

‘MIKE SIELSKI

. The fifth pltch that Blue Jays starter Rlcky Romero threw to Mark Telxelra on Wednesday wasa .
- changeupona 2-2 count; knee- -high and on the outside corner, aninviting pitch, a pitcher's pitch.

. Teixeria, a swrtch hitter, was batting right-handed when he fook that short, violent swing: of his, like a

“ tennis pro swattmg a backhand return and drove the pltch over the Ieft-center fleld waII some 400 feet
_away o T e , : o

7 : The two run home run Wthh came in the frrst |nn|ng of a 6 0 Yankees V|ctory, extended a stretch of fme :

- hitting by. Teixeira, the- team's first baseman. Hampered for much of the season's first:half by a bronchial-
_illness, he's battrng 347 wlth Six home runs over h|s Iast 12 games a hot streak that has comclded W|th

- his return to fuII health

4

o Although he st|II hlts for power Mark Telxelra hasn't hlt hlgher than 256 for a season smce 2009 a




"‘"When he was at Tech he had a real mature approach asa hltter said Hall, who's been th'e'he'ad coach I '

- atthe school sincé 1994. "He knew his strrke zone really weII Any tlme anyone gets more puII oriented, -
they become more vulnerable e ) ) ) B o

There mlght be somethlng fo Hall s theory Teixeira throughout h|s ‘career has beena better nght—handed ;
- hitter (.302 batting average 938 OPS). than he has a left-handed: hitter (.270/.884), but the disparity has -

ks 'steepened lately: In -none of his last three seasons has Teixeria, when hitting left-handed, batted better -

.7 than 244, and his OBP hasn't eclipsed - 799 Meanwhlle his nght—handed OPS: over the same perlod has
o neverdlpped beIowarobust 940 o _ R

- -That home run off Romero was |nd|cat|ve of the patlence and' balance that Telxelra dlsplays more o
frequently when batting right-handed; his natural side. "I'm sure: there are pitchers who think they've.

- caught him ouit front," Yankees outfielder Raul Ibanez said, "but really, he's- caught ou out front." What -

" Ibanez meant was this: At-his best, Teixeira has enough confldence (and, at 6-feet-3-inches and 215 -
~ pounds, enough strength and hand-eye coordination) to stay back on the ball—to trust himselfto. .~ - L ,
. recognize a pitch's velocity and flight path and react accordrngly It has been easier for him to do this of
“late; and not merely because Teixeira tradltlonally improves his hlttlng over the course of a seéasonor
'because the bronchial.illness is no. longer sending him info uncontrollable coughmg fits. and leaving him

~ fatigued. The Yarkees had won nine of their prevnous 11 games enterlng Thursday, and in"seven «of those L

"11 a Ieft-handed pltcher had started agalnst them

"'When you have tough stretches you try to make sure when you do get hot you stay in |t a Ilttle blt - -

o Telxelra said:: "You're not 'going to'hit a: home run every:game. You're not going to be: able to drive in.runs

T ooevery. game But if you get those opportunities and you're feeling good, youcan go a week where you h|t .
- alet of home runs drive in-a Iot of runs, and help carry the e am for a I|ttle whrle PR

ST R e
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. iﬁ'Nlck SW|sher plays pepper wrth Playbook

. f By Thomas N‘e‘umannv o 7
- Nick'SWisher-isperhapsithe'rnost eXubérant playe'r in the"'rr:najOr- I'e'a_"gu'es.—' '

; ,Bnmmmg wnth confldence and enthusnasm the Yankees outflelder is extremely popular among

o -teammates and extremely unpopular among: opponents He’s an ebulllent spark plug, the kmd of e

B - Ten at OhIO State

:player who makes Yankees fans exult and opposmg fans curse
He was the flrst plck of the Athletlcs in the "Moneyball" draft of 2002 After four seasons in Oakland and N .
one with the. Whlte Sox he wona World Serles with the Yankees in 2009 and appeared in the AI| Star .

~ Game the followmg year. Prlor to hIS professnonal career Sw1sher was twuce named flrst team AII B|g

y

g whlve maklng the rounds promotlng the Head & Shouiders M
transpired R SR e

SR
R



) [ thrnk I’m gonna have to say the Michlgan Wolvermes More than anythlng, § m such a rlvalry guy I
, love those rivalry games ...,I Iove to. see OhIO State play Mlchlgan I thlnk that’s what |t’s all about
- ,because in those rlvalry settlngs you can throw records out the wmdow Because you re gomg to get
. the best of both teams every smgle tlme you play e e : ;e i e :

,H-cw’ af_r'e, van;ke‘e;s .'f,,a'nﬁsf;ﬂiffereﬁtff'rgm’ Redgox-fan‘s?

- 'I guess I’m a I|ttle blased in saylng that I th|nk our fan base isa Iot stronger [ get to run out to rlght fleld
'ievery smgle day |n Yankee Stadlum We ve got our: Bleacher Creatures You can feel that Iove when you _
i take that fleld man It s an amazrng thmg No offense to Red Sox fans they have a great foIIowmg as .

ﬁ weII = but that Yankees Universe, in my opmlon, |s unmatched ' o ' :

B - You’ were named the th|rd most hated player in baseball ina recent poll of 100 major Ieaguers -

. _behmd only A J Plerzynskl and Alex Rodrlguez What do your peers have agalnst you" T .

Everybody is entltled to the|r own oplnion That snot reaIIy somethlng i stress a Iot about I know what I '

- bring to the table and I’m Just gomg to contmue to. go out there and keep belng myself
o .Who-was yo,u_r,favorite at’hletegrowing* fupand Why?u e

. "I d probably be m a Iot of trouble |f l didn t say my. father [former major Ieague catcher Steve SW|sher]

- 0 My dad has been ‘my hero and my mentor He 'S taught me everythmg I know about th|s game I’ve been A
- 0 fortunate to be a. second generatlon baseball guy and. to Iearn the game at an earIy age, and | thlnk |t :

. "helped me get to thls IeveI Just to have h|m |n my Ilfe means the world to me

~love m’usic in ‘ge‘nera‘l There are $O many different genres that 1 Iike Ii‘ste'n'in‘g to. I'm' a cdunt‘ry guy: I'm -
. an R&B guy I'm a pop: guy | I|sten to some rap.. When I had the: opportunlty to do that album |-

B o jumped onit: Because I m notjust a basebaII player 0 have so much fun domg so many different thlngs 1.
s feel asan athlete you do get put ona pedestal and you are able to do some amaznng thrngs For me,"

SEE when I’m 60 years oId wrshlng I wouId ve done somethmg I’m gonna have a bIast wrth |t and I’m gonna e
havefun o o SRRy . , L _

i yg‘y jc;o'uld jam with?any-ﬁmsﬁic_ian mtheworIdWho wou!dfit be?
ve done |t before and | thlnk I d have to say my boy, Kenny Chesney We have so much fun He s got
such a good sound We aII get together and Jam out and we have a blast o o

* You pitched: ascoreless inning mvouronlymor I]ei‘fajéue'i)itcﬁing':_a.bpea_ran‘c:é.;Haivé,:VQU‘C,o:nSideréd:' L




e Iob'byingzlo;e,Girardi‘ft)r rnore 'o'pp,ortuhities?r

There was an opportumty we had thIs year and [Dewayne] Wlse got that calI We were Iaughlng about it -' '
~ after the: game seeing if there are any other teams in the big. leagues that have two outflelders wnth a’
: comblned 0.00 ERA You ve gotta remember I'm used to standmg 250 260 feet away from the e
baseball The next thlng you know you re standlng 60 feet away from it, and man; |t 's scary. I mean
these are some blg, blg men who are swunglng - and I mean swmgmg hard - and the Iast thmg I want is
‘a Ilne drlve going rlght back up the box a ' S

Compared to your experlence pIaylng for the A’s and Whlte Sox, how much more pressure is: there |
pIaying for the Yankees? R < Ll T R :

L
oo

] thlnk CharIes Barkley once saId ”Pressure is somethlng you ‘put in your tires Elther way, | enjoy what A

do I Iove what I do, and every 1 tlme ] take that fleld | feel I|ke a Ilttle kid. Brad Flscher, who was my.
buIIpen coach when I was in Oakland early in my career, had one of the greatest quotes I've ever heard
_/He said, “As. long as you put on that un|form every day, you have a lifetime | pass to be.akid.” It's so true
We rea bunch of grown men playlng a kid' s:game and havmg a blast domg it. ...,I show up to'the ..
baIIpark and do what I m capable of domg, and when tgo out and ‘give it my best 1 can go home and
sIeep at nlght ; : S ; s : e

" % Do you thlnk some players aren’t abIe to play to thelr potentlal because of the scrutmy in New York? o
Or |s it a myth7 ‘ . .

I don t know I ve heard a couple dlfferent thIngs about New York You thrlve in New York or you dlve i g

New York. | thlnk that there’sa lot of thmgs we have to handle that-not a lot of other teams do. But then L

agaln, there s great thmgs that New York has _t'not a: lot of cities' have weII So you Ve gotta deaI S
WIth the: bad ut the good |n my op‘lnion deflmtely outwelghs anythlng bad that can happen here m L
New York - s \

You ve already won a World Serles Aren’t you worrled there won’t be anythlng Ieft to accomplnsh T

professmnally |f you win the Mane Man Challenge"

IflWin‘theiMane_Ma'n}fch‘allenge,;lrmight‘h‘ave_ a';t,icker-t'apef'parazdefo_r-'m,:ysel,f. R



} Frlday, July 20,2012

| _IbanezIJonesr platoon ready for Iong haul

: j:’OAKLAND CaIrf - AIthough everyone eIse around the Yankees mlght have antrclpated that 40 year—old S o

' “Raul lbanez would be relegated to. desrgnated h|tter dutres for most of: thls season Ibanez never

o thought that way

" “If it was: told lwas gorng to DH thls wmter and § prepared to DH that would mean I was slackmg on my R )

. 'offseason condltlonmg,” Ibanez sald after the Yankees 4-3 Ioss to the A’s’ on Thursday nlght
- I,t.'sar gdod thing‘i ST

Ibanez is set to be the Yankees prlmary left fleIder for the duratlon of the season now that |t s offlcpal
. that Brett Gardner erI undergo surgery that WIII Ilkely have hrm out for the rest of the year :

‘\'"Youprepare‘to 'go'out,and' _play'a‘Il the'time,'f 'Ibavnez sa‘id.,r”l don’tunde_rsta_nd'how tonot dozsomethi_ng '

- allrfout,ias mﬁost playersdon't'.i You' takepride in‘,your' preparation ove‘r the :Winter. That’s What it's for,"’ o

o As the Ieft handed hlttmg haIf of the Ieft fleld platoon Ibanez is set to see more playmg t|me than 35- AR

e year-old Andruw Jones who starts agalnst Ieftles

. It would be consrdered a tough blow for the Yankees to Iose Gardner except they haven t had h|m aII
year and st|II managed to have the best record in baseball :

3 ”Everybodyjust needs to go out' there and Just contmue to do what we ve been dorng and see what

"'happens Jones sald

- If there |s any concern about the Ibanez/Jones platoon down the stretch it could be that pIayers would":: - o

, wear down, and be unable to malntaln thelr flrst haIf productron Last September Jones hit 344 in o
- August foIIowed by 229in September Ibanez was steady most of the season Iast year and he actuaIIy o
. hlt slrghtly better in. the second half : : - :

E "’The guys have been domg a greatjob » Nlck SW|sher sald ”It sa blg loss; but we just have to hope e
. -(Gardner) gets healthy and ready for next season SRR B S T e :
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i Frlday, July 20, 2012

First Pitch: Tlme to go shopplng’?

) VW|th the not exactly shocklng news that Brett Gardner will go under the knlfe and I|kely be out: for the i '
,season the time may have come for the Yankees to consnder somethlng they had cIearIy been hoplng to -
_avord Makmg a trade for an outflelder at the trade deadlme B :

S :Even wnth Iast mght s 4 3 Ioss to the Oakland Athlet|cs thmgs are. gomg S0 weII for the Yankees rlght o '
o now that there |s no need to make wholesale changes or part W|th a boatload of top prospects '

=N

: iBut |t does seem that W|th Gardner probably unavallable to them th|s year they Yankees have one

remammg hole to f|ll on the roster They need a backup outflelder who cah-run and play centerfleld

' E After all, Curtls Granderson cannot play every day, even if he had unt|I two days ago

N

B ;I know they already have Dewayne Wlse who has shown hlmself to be a more—than capable backup

. 'when he has gottena chance to play. But if the Yankees truly want to play deep mto October thIS year -

- ,and you know they do = then an upgrade is probably in order

—nght now, th‘ J wo best f|ts seem to be the Ph ‘ : Shan ] Vlctormo and the Dlamo'r"dbacks Justln

""Iong term commlttments -

,/A

o 'Upton, of course is Iess experlenced but also much younger (24) than the 31 year-old V|ctor|no But |f
: : the Yankees were to swmg a deal for: h|m -~and- the word is the Plttsburgh Plrates', re pushlng hard to

7 - 'close a deal wnth Ar|Zona--- they would |nher|t the rest of hlS flve-y 8

rdeal wh|ch hasthree more -

: }seasons to'run: after th|s one and would cost them the remalnlng $38 5M Ieft ‘on h|s cont:ract S

-~ Anda deal for Upton does raise another mterestlng p055|b|I|ty - the pros
L part ways WIth Granderson on whom they have a $13 mllllon optlon for 2013. That would solve thelr

fct that the Yankees could

- next blg dllemma namely, whether they can afford to S|gn both Granderson and Roblnson Cano to Iong-' '
term deals when they become free -agents before the 2014 season and come in under Baby Boss Hal"

Ty

Stembrenner s mandated $189 m|II|on payroll

LY

,T;r_aqm*g'fo,rfup;t’dn'wpud*anow‘thém "tro:retajn Cano'~wi_t_hout'-a struggle, and-provide them with a yaujngﬁi,' o



U

' improving ce'nterﬁeldé'r\ ata rea'sor_\.ablercost _for'_the ‘next ‘thr'e.e YEars. B

| 'What would obtainlng elther of these two take? Prospects of course since there are very few |f any, - .

' tradeab|e pleces on the maJor-Ieague roster e

L ‘WhICh Ieads us to today s multl part Questlon of the Day Flrst of aII WhICh would you prefer to see the
- Yankees pursue V|ctor|no or Upton? And how much would you be wrlllng to glve up to get elther of

-them? Would you g0.50 faras to part with a Manny Banuelos ora DeIIm Betances? How about an Adam

'WarrenoranEduardoNunez? B S el

Let usjk,n'ow ,bjé}u,ow:. Brian casnma,nﬁ may 'berread'ing_.f 3

As a‘lways,than‘ks forjreading, i

o Up now Jeff Fletcher has the Rapld Reactlon from last- nlght s Ioss to the A's as weII asa news story on
' ,Gardner s elbow surgery ’ : - :

o Comng Iater. Another fme What2Watch4 on tonlght s matchup, Ivan Nova (10 4 4 18) Vs, LHP Tommy
' Mllone (9 -6 3 54), f|rst pltch at 10 05 p m.o B T
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The Series in Yankeemetrics (July 16-18)

STAT OF SERIES

The Yankees extended their historic streak of scoring at least three runs to 42 games. Only one team in
the Live Ball Era has had a longer streak in a single season: the 1994 Cleveland Indians (48).

RAINY SWEEP

The Yankees finished off a sweep of the Blue Jays with a 6-0 rain-shortened, seven-inning win
Wednesday. This was their eighth straight win in the Bronx over Toronto, one game shy of the longest
home win streak against the franchise (1979-80).

Longest Hit Streak by LHB
Yankees Live Ball Era

1931 Earle Combs 29
1921 Babe Ruth 26
1986 Don Mattingly 24
2012 Robinson Cano 21<<
1923 Wally Pipp 21

>>active streak

Robinson Cano extended his hit streak to 21 games, the second-longest in a single season by a regular
Yankee second baseman. Only Joe Gordon, who had a 29-gamer in 1942, has a longer one.

Hiroki Kuroda went the distance, tossing his third career shutout. It was the second straight season a
Yankee pitcher has thrown a shutout of less than nine innings. Phil Hughes had a six-inning shutout last
year in Chicago.



Before that the last Yankee with a shutout of fewer than nine innings was Sam McDowell in 1973. He
was also the last Yankee to do it at Yankee Stadium.

ALL CC DOES IS WIN

CC Sabathia tossed six scoreless innings in his first start back from the DL on Tuesday, helping the
Yankees to a 6-1 win over the Blue Jays. He has now reached 10 wins in each of his 12 major-league
seasons.

Most 10-Win Seasons Thru Age 31 Season

Since 1900

CC Sabathia 12
Milt Pappas 12
Don Drysdale 12
Walter Johnson 12

Christy Mathewson 12

>>age as June 30 in season

He joins Tom Seaver, Don Sutton, Carl Hubbell and Eddie Plank as the only pitchers since 1900 to start
their career with 10-win seasons in each of first 12 MLB seasons.

Sabathia threw his curveball a season-high 16 percent of the time (14 of 87 pitches) and the Blue Jays
were hitless in five at-bats ending in his hook. All five of the outs with his curve came on pitches in the
lower third of the zone or below.

CC also got the Toronto hitters to swing at a season-best 48 percent of his pitches out of the strike zone.
All six of his strikeouts came on pitches out of the zone, as the Blue Jays went 1-for-12 in at-bats ending
in a pitch to that location.

RAUL SO COOL

Yankees pulled out a 6-3 win against the Blue Jays in the series opener on Monday thanks to a tie-
breaking grand slam by Raul Ibanez in the eighth inning. With that blast, Ibanez became the second
Yankee aged 40 or older to hit a grand slam. Jose Cruz also went deep with the bases full at age 40 in
1988.



2-Out Tie-Breaking Grand Slam
8th Inning or Later, Yankees Since 1950

2012 Raul Ibanez Blue Jays
1987 Mike Pagliarulo Twins
1976 Oscar Gamble Brewers
1969 Joe Pepitone  Senators

1961 Mickey Mantle Twins

Ibanez also became the third Yankee left fielder since 1950 with a go-ahead grand slam in the eighth
inning or later, joining Tom Tresh against the Tigers in 1964 and Shane Spencer against the
Diamondbacks in 2002.

Hughes had another effective outing (7 IP, 2 ER) by battling back after consistently falling behind in the
count.

The Blue Jays were 1-for-9 in at-bats that started with a 1-0 count. Since the start of June, opponents are
hitting .162 in those situations; before that, they hit .274.



= Ilustrated, deelined

- t6 address the fallout

“when: approached by

reporters in the Yankees clubhouse be—,. :

- of Pamer was told. to stay away from the

“I'm’ here like .you ~ to waich the-
.gamies,” ]ackson sald “To watch theni -

“Jacksor, Who: - -
" got-himself into frou- .
“ble with the Bomb-
- ersdfter his recént | Y4
comumenfs in Sports. i

. fore Thursday night's-loss to the A’s;

keep winning.”

Jackson caused a; stir. w1thm the'

-

AKLAND = Reggle ]ack-‘
son: was: back: with the Yan-"
Kees on Thursday, but Mr. Ocs
tobér was;in no-mood to. talk .

orgamzatlon when he questloned the
legitirnacy. of Alex Rodrlguez's nUmbers

performance enhancing drugs in the SI
b pxece that was: pub-

- Jackson; -who is
- employed by the Yan-
kees as.a spec1a1 ad-

pul
orgamzatlon to apologlze but the Hall

team,
.-Jackson, who hves in: Northern Cali—

,fornla makes routine’ appearances with -
the Yankees when they play in Oakland

et 3 gui - L g:;usax! 916 Z‘Lﬁb 5104 ybeanl ghing 2eolrone L




50 hlS presence Thursday was
not'siurprising. -

“I think it’s 4ll:behind s,

Girardi said: “I think ‘that's the
most important thing. T"thirk

Reg hag made:a nuniber of calls

to, try to réictify everything: I'm
0K with: dt. 'm glad he’
. Let’s ]ust move on™
GETTING CI.OSER
"Joba Chariiberlain (ellow.
.and ankle surgeties) is slated to.
throw Friday for the fourth time
singe starting his rehab assign-
meént last week
:Chamberlain, who threw a:
scoreless inning 'Ihesday for the

N

Gulf Coast League Yankees in. -

Tampa, has not:allowed a hit or
a walk in his four i mmngs, strik-
ing ouit six. He has given up one
‘unéarned:
Glrardl callef

«“ haven’t done that because
he hasn't went back-to-back

yet,” Girardi said. .. Oncéwe
get him going back:to- back; 1
think you'll have a better 1dea

“You want to s¢e how here-
sponds the second-day, Those 30
days are tlcking

ps
> the!Yankegs Thursday in Oak-A

land, having beenrecalled from
Trlple-A for D.J. Mitchell, who
was optioned back:t to Scranton/

- Wilkes-Barre. ;
“We don't want D] 6. slt too -
. long,” Girardi said. “We wanted-
- Phelpst to get built up; and he got
-builtup.” .
Phelps struck out four in21

scorelessinnings in'relief of Yanks

-starter Freddy Garcia Thursday
- night Mitchell picked tip the win
* for.Scranton on 'I'hursday, pxtch :

ing five mnmgs m relief. -
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R 1 th|nk Reg has madefé number of caIIs to try to rectlfy everythlng T m OK wnth,

: Regg|e Jackson reJoms Yankees whlle staylng mum on
fcontrover5|al comments | o

Published: Friday, July 20, 2012, 12:59 AM - Updated: Friday, July 20, 2012, 1:06'AM

Byi Marc_ca ringhe sta r-,l,...red,vglerj'

N

OAKLAND Callf - Reggle Jackson reJomed the Yankees for the flrst time smce h|s comments

. E,,mSports Illustrated created a controversy

N

5 “I m here I|ke you = to watch the game, Jackson sald “To watch them keep wmnlng ” 7

g . W|th that Jackson declmed tosay anythlng more about what ;moubnted to a h|gh proﬁle tlme out

But Jaekson s round of apologles have been enough to get h|m back |nto the organlzatlon 'S good

B graces After the Yankees asked Jackson to stay away from the club for a four game serles in Boston . .

B for fear that hIS presence would cause a dlstractlon they welcomed h|m back in Oakland farTrom thev U

' Jackson held court behlnd the cage durlng battlng pra ice. Hea|5°Chatted uDA’sHaII ofFamer s

e “I thmk |t s aII behlnd us,” Yankees manager Joe Glrardl sald “I th|nk that s the most |:mportant thmg.’ .

~

[: Lets ]USt move on

mglad hes here N



\

o Tr|pIe A Scranton/Wllkes Barre on Wednesday But the rlght hander wull take on an expanded roIe

R - . .n y
B 'Used prewously as a Iong man, Glrardl sald Thursday that Phelps could be used as a tradltlonal

E ‘rellever W|th two mmng stlnts |n 5|tuat|ons where the Yankees are. protectmg a late Iead

Phelps, 25, is-1-3 with-a 3.05 ERA in 15 appearances with the Yankees. With the Yankees looking for

VAN . e

" another _right?hander'to "use—in Iateg—gamesirtuat:ions,: ,Gir'ardisaidthe wantstojgive:Phelps a':"shot;.—'

h "‘We ve seen the last couple of weeks there were tlmes we would use hlm,“ Glrardl sa|d

'nght hander Cory Wade had ﬁlled a S|m|Iar role before his sudden lneffectlveness Ied to hIS demotlon o

S tot the minor. Ieagues nght hander Chad Qualls another optlon to potentlally f|II the role has also

struggled of Iate L 75 et i': ,' o B

- — Robi hson, Ca no extended his career-high hitting strehk to 22 games with a single in the sixth

SoinningsT o

St e Derek Jeter scored No. 1 822 on Mark Te|xe|ra s S|xth mnmg sacr|f|ce fly He t|ed Eddle e

R 'Colllns for 15th on the all tlme hst

= hander |s trymg to come back from an ankle anury suffered durlng h|s rehab from Tommy John

- ,Surgei'y

s [N . R S

' R — Desplte pubhshed reports Imkmg the Yankees to Astros Ieft hander Wandy Rodrlguez a "j '

SR :person W|th knowledge of the S|tuat|on sald “he s not even on thelr radar SRR i

' The petson spoke on tondition of anonymity due to;the,Sensithe nature of talks.

= The Yankees assmned outflelder Darnell McDonaId to Trlple A Scranton/Wllkes Barre after he_' '

- 'cleared walvers

B

>ba Chamberlaln |s scheduled to make a mlnor-league rehab appearance Frlday The rlght- o B _f’: e
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. Yankees notes Regg1e J ackson returns

S FRIDAY JULY 20 2012,
- THERECORD

| Reggieré'tams' s

. Back among the Yankees, Reggle J ackson dechned any further comment about the ﬁrestorm created by h1s Hall of
: . Fame opmlons, Wthh led to a pubhc apology "Pin here like 3 you, I’m here to watch the gaime - watch them keep
R w1nn”1ng," J ackson sald as the Yankees headed out for battlng practlce at the Oaldand Collseum o

r\.i
!

7 AYankees speclal adv1ser, Ji ackson who makes his home in the Bay Area - was.in- umform before the Yankees and
e Athletlcs opened a four—game series. Jackson apparently has declded 10 Sklp th1s weekend’s Cooperstown 1nductlon

ceremonles after several Hall of Famers were cr1t1cal of hls recent remarks o : :

: . J ackson sa1d he dldn t v1ew Klrby Puckett Don Sutton, Phll Nlekro and the recently deceased Gary Carter as Hall of S

- Famers and questloned the legltlmacy of Alex Rodrlguez s battmg records due to A-Rod’s admlsswn of ster01ds use as _—

- f_"'aTexasRanger o

: The Ha]l of Fame slugger ]ater stated that h1s comments were "1nappropr1ate and unfarr and that he would make g

'

- any dlsruptlon that 1 caused in the clubhouse

= J ackson was in- the Yankees pre 'game clubhouse but mostly out’ of the s1g’:‘ Vf reporters Mr October later observed' -

e battlng practrce from behmd the cage but d1d not appear to have any dlrect contact w1th A—Rod

s

- "I thmk it’ s all behlnd us that’s the most 1mportant thmg," sa1d manager J o€ G1rard1 "I thmk Reggle has made a I
) number of calls to try to rectlfy everythmg I’m okay with 1t I’m glad he s here Let s ]ust move on o o

b je _'

L : nght-hander Dav1d Phelps was: recalled and rehever D J Mltchell Was optloned to Class AAA Emplre State We feel; o

- we can use hlm in a lot of s1tuat10ns," Glrard1 sald of Phelps, who was 1+ 3 w1th as. 05 ERA in 15 appearances (three e

- starts) before he was sent down July 5to. burld up h1s arm strength
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'Reggle Jackson Back W|th Yankees Mum
On Comments o

July 20, 2012 6:58. AM

OAKLAND, Callf (WFAN JAP) — Reggle J ackson rejomed the Yankees as spec1al adviser Thursday
and was in uniform for the ‘opener of a four-gamie series against the Oakland Athletics after he made '
.critical comments of slugger Alex Rodrlguez and other former stars. ' :

* Jackson, a Hall of Famer nicknamed Mr. October for his postseason heroics, said last week he made a
‘mistake questioning the credentials of A-Rod and others. The former A’s and Yankees star told Sports -,
Ilustrated that some of Rodrlguez s statistics were tainted by his admitted use of performance-enhancing

Manager Joe Girardi said Thursday it’s time for everyone to move forward, and he is happy to have

“Jackson back. :

“I think it’s all behind us. I think that’s the most 1mportant thing,” G1rard1 said. “I think Reg has made a
number of calls to. try to rectify everythmg T'm OK with it. ’'m glad he’s here. Let’s just move on

d ackson dechned to comment as he made h1s way through the clubhouse before New York took the field at
" the Collseum for batting practice. - : A b

“No I'm here, 11ke you, to watch the game — watch them keep w1nn1ng,” Jackson said before headmg out
tothe field, where he chatted up Hall of Famer Rickey Henderson behlnd the batting cage.

J ackson — who had 1n1t1a11y been set to be away 1ndef1n1te1y from the club perhaps until late in the season
T stood perched agalnst the cage as Rodriguez and the rest of the players took their batting practlce cuts, o

Jackson has spoken to Rodrlguez to explam h1s comments.

Jackson-also sa1d ‘he dldn t see Gary Carter Klrby Puckett and others as Hall of Famers. Jackson is
skipping this weekend’s Hall festivities in Cooperstown :

The 1977 World Serles MVP with the Yankees Jackson' dldn t travel to Boston for New York’s. four-game
~ ser1es at Fenway.Park right before the All-Star break to avoid becoming a distraction. And he wanted to -
stay under the radar agam Thursday = as much as he could grven the c1rcumstances that is.

- Jackson told SI that A-Rod was a frlend wh11e adding: “But I think there are real questlons about his
numbers. As much as I like him, what he admitted about his usage does cloud some of hlS records.”

~ Jackson also said there Were several playersthat he 'di’dn’t view as worthy of CooperstoWn.
. - . - = : -\\’

A




I didn’t see Kirby Puckett as a Hall of Famer. tdidn’t see Gary Carter as a Hall of Famer. I didn’t see Don
Sutton as a Hall of Famer. I didn’t see Phil Niekro as a Hall of Famer. As much as I like Jim R1ce, I'm not -
“sosure he’sa Hall of Famer,” Jackson was quoted by SL

o Carter died in February and several former‘players have criticized the timing of Jackson’s rerrlarks Wally
Backman Carter’s teammate on the 1986 championship Mets; called the comments “a dlsgrace Fellow

Hall of Famer Tom Seaver told: reporters in Buffalo that “Reggle sometimes turns the loglcal part ofhis

~ brain off.”

B “God gives-us many holes in our body,” Bert Blyleven also smgled ouf by Jackson, told ‘WFAN on
Wednesday. “And he Just spoke out of the wrong one, That’s the way I look atit.” -

e



Posted: Thursday July 19, 2012 9:19PM ; Updated: Thursday July 19, 2012 9:19PM

SI.com

Reggie Jackson back in uniform
with Yankees

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Reggie Jackson rejoined the New York Yankees as
special adviser Thursday and was in uniform for the opener of a four-game
series against the Oakland Athletics after he made critical comments of
slugger Alex Rodriguez and other former stars.

Jackson, a Hall of Famer nicknamed Mr. October for his postseason heroics,
said last week he made a mistake questioning the credentials of A-Rod and
others. The former A's and Yankees star told Sports Illustrated that some
of Rodriguez's statistics were tainted by his admitted use of performance-
enhancing drugs.

Manager Joe Girardi said Thursday it's time for everyone to move forward,
and he is happy to have Jackson back.

"I think it's all behind us. I think that's the most important thing," Girardi
said. "I think Reg has made a nhumber of calls to try to rectify everything.
I'm OK with it. I'm glad he's here. Let's just move on."

Jackson declined to comment as he made his way through the clubhouse
before New York took the field at the Coliseum for batting practice. He

"No. I'm here, like you, to watch the game - watch them keep winning,"
Jackson said before heading out to the field, where he chatted up Hall of
Famer Rickey Henderson behind the batting cage.

Jackson - who had initially been set to be away indefinitely from the club,
perhaps until late in the season - stood perched against the cage as
Rodriguez and the rest of the players took their batting practice cuts.

Jackson has spoken to Rodriguez to explain his comments.

Jackson also said he didn't see Gary Carter, Kirby Puckett and others as Hall
of Famers. Jackson is skipping this weekend's Hall festivities in Cooperstown.



" The 1977 World Serles MVP W|th the Yankees Jackson dldn't travel to

" Boston for- New York's four- game series at Fenway Park: right before the AII-

- Star break to avoid becoming a distraction. And he wanted to stay under the
' radar agaln Thursday as. much as he could g|ven the C|rcumstances that |s

, J‘ackson told SI that A- Rod was a frlend ‘while addlng "But I think there are
- real questions about his numbers. As much as I I|ke h|m what he admltted
‘ _about h|s usage does cloud some of h|s records R . .

| - Jackson also sald there were several players that he d|dn t V|ew as worthy of
- 'Cooperstown ' :

R ':"I dldn t see Klrby Puckett as a Hall of Famer I dldn 't see Gary Carter as a

Hall.of Famer. I didn't see Don Sutton as a Hall of Famer: I didn't see Phil
“Niekro as a Hall of Famer. As much:as I like J|m R|ce I'm not SO sure he s a
Hall of Famer," Jackson was quoted by SI :

Carter dled in February and several former players have crltiC|zed the t|m|ng
) rof Jackson s remarks ' . R S



Thursday, July 19, 2012

Reggle Jackson returns to Yankees

By Jeff Fletcher
Special to ESPNNewYork.com

OAKLAND, Calif. -- Reggie Jackson returned to the New York Yankees after a short banishment in the
wake of his critical comments about Alex Rodriguez, but he didn't have much to say about the situation.

"I'm here like you, to watch the game, to watch them keep winning," Jackson told reporters before
Thursday night's game against the Qakland Athletics.

Jackson, a special adviser to the Yankees, was in uniform for the pregame workout.

"I think it's all behind us; that's the most important thing," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said. "(Jackson)
has made a number of calls to try to rectify everything. I'm OK with it. I'm glad he's here."

Jackson, a Hall of Famer nicknamed Mr. October, said last week he made a mistake questioning
Rodriguez and others. The former Athletics and Yankees star told Sports lllustrated that Rodriguez's
statistics were tainted by his admitted use of performance-enhancing drugs.



yankees.co ]

07/19/12 10:37 PM ET
Reggie back with Yankees for A's series

OAKLAND -- Reggie Jackson was more interested in chatting with fellow Hall of Famer Rickey Henderson than the
media Thursday at the Oakland Coliseum.

Jackson, a legend with the A's and the Yankees, was back in a New York uniform as a special adviser Thursday and
watched batting practice from behind the batting cage. He had been away from the team since the series before the
All-Star break.

“I'm here, like you, to watch the game," Jackson told reporters in the Yankees clubhouse before heading to the field.
"Watch them keep winning."

Jackson was on leave after critical comments he made to Sports lllustrated about several Hall of Famers and players
linked to performance-enhancing drugs, including third baseman Alex Rodriguez.

A week ago Thursday, Jackson released a statement that said he was reaching out to the offended parties and that
he looked forward to returning to the team. Yankees manager Joe Girardi said the issue is in the past.

"| think it's all behind us," Girardi said. "l think that's the most important thing. | think Reg has made a number of calls
to try to rectify everything. I'm OK with it. I'm glad he's here. Let's just move on."

Worth noting

* How rehabbing right-hander Joba Chamberlain responds to back-to-back outings is important, but not the final
hurdle. Chamberlain js scheduled to throw in a Guif Coast League game Friday.

" don't think that would be the last test,” manager Joe Giradi said Thursday. "Let's let the powers that be make that
decision.”

How the pitcher handles three games in four days is important too, Girardi said.

« Outfielder Darnell McDonald has been outrighted to Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre.
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Everything Jersay

Bradley: Life for Yankees Triple-A players is tough without a
home

Published: Friday, July 20, 2012, 5:00 AM

y |

LEar

By Jeff Bradley/Star-Ledger MLB Columnist

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Francisco Cervelli has a big knife in his hand, and you could not blame any of his

teammates on the Empire State Yankees if they are a bit frightened.

Tensions are running high among the ranks of this Triple-A team. It's 96 degrees outside. Players are
packed shoulder to shoulder in a tiny clubhouse, all but bumping into one another as they eat pizza
and turkey burgers off Styrofoam plates. And Yankees GM Brian Cashman keeps claiming guys on

waivers instead of calling up his own farmhands. If someone like Cervelli snapped, it would not come

as a big surprise.

So the repeated sound of a machete-style knife on a cutting board is alarming.

Thankfully, Cervelli is only using the knife to cut apples, oranges and peaches, which he then feeds

into a juicer. Still, each time the blade hits the board, heads turn.

“This is what I do every day,” says Cervelli, the 26-year-old catcher who spent parts of the [ast five

seasons as the Yankees backup.



_ 'Then, as he looks around the clubhouse at the array of food that’s scattered about, he says, “Fruit
" before the game and vegetables after the game_. Because I need the right vita’mins'if_I’m going to stay’
healthy this year.”

' Things like eating healthy have become part of the challenge for the team that would normally be
called the Scranton/WiIkes Barre Yankees The team that, on th|s night, is about to play what feels
' like the 97th away game this season, because, even though the Yankees are the home team on the

scoreboard at Frontier Field, they are not really home.

While their stadium PNC Park, in M005ic,rPa receives a. $43 4 ml||lOl’l renovatlon the Tr|ple -A

Yankees have become a modern day barnstormlng team. They traverse the Internatlonal League map,

which stretches as far north as Buffalo, as far west as Indianapolis, and as far south as Gwinnett

’

County, Ga,, on buses and airplanes. But they never have.a place to unpack the|r suitcases.
This game in Roche_ster,laga_inSt the ?hicago \_Nhite Sox’s Triple—A affiliate from Charlotte, Vis their 54th
“home” game of the season. The breakdown of the 72 games they will play as the non-roadteam is as
» folloyvs; 37fiin l{ocheSter; 10 in!ISyr‘acuse; —eight in Allentown, Pa.; se‘yen i’nbatavia, N.Y.: six in
Buffalo; Aand’four in"Pawtucket,rRV.I.r ' |
1

The Yankees had eyed playlng Scranton S 2012 home schedule in Newark but the Mets = who share ;
exclusnve baseball rlghts in New York and northern l\lew Jersey with the Yankees _- blocked the move
last September because they clalmed the presence of a Yankees afﬁllate S0 close to Queens might

harm attendance at C|t| F|eld

That left Scranton 5crambling, and forced to resort to thissummer’s vagabond«existence
“We’ re maklng the best of |t " says: Russell Branyan, a 36 year old 14- year b|g Ieague veteran W|th

\

. 194 home runs -on the back of his baseball card “Iut it'’s deflnltely a tough gituation. These are
\ :

circumstances beyond our control, so what are you gomgvto do?”

As he talks, Branyan helps prepare a plate of food for’ hlS 5-year old son, Cash who" has made the trip

up wuth h|s S|ster 2- year old Qumn from Tennessee to see dad for a few days That ) another thmg



'thme Yankees — there are many family men on a team with an average age of about 30 —.are trying to
deal with. | |

| E
* have a hine- -month- old daughter " says 31-year-old shortstop Doug Bernler “Our first child. She
' and my wife are home in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. They ve been up here once. I went home for the
All- Star break Other than that, it's been talklng on Skype Most of the guys on this team have
families, so that’s been hard on almost everybody.”

\

1

From a competltlve standpomt the Yankees have held up pretty well, and have actually managed a
signlﬁcantly better record at “home 4 where they re 33-23. Must be the pinstriped umforms, or battlng :
“last, because in- Rochester they play in front of several hundred scattered fans, dress in a small L-

shaped clubhouse and try to do aII their strength and condltlonlng work in a hallway thats about 15

feet wide."
1

"‘It hasn’t been fun,” says former Mets pitcherJohn Mai,ne who has been with the~:team for about a-

month as he attempts a comeback after mlssmg all of 2011 *1 mean, none of us ‘even have cars. So ‘
, 3 :

- we eat at the hotel or make sandwnches in the clubhouse v

B
'Malne is one of only a handful of veteran players on the team who has the extra funds to pay for his. -

'own hotel room:. Most of the others double up, WhICh also gets old in a hurry

‘ "‘Baseball S about maklng adJustments,’f says Frank fMenechlno a former blg Ieague mﬂelder who is
one of the coaches “And they ve had to make adJustments ‘We're in cIose quarters constantly. Guys 7
. get heated They argue like brothers and 5|sters in a house. It's ]ust aggravatlng But when they get
out on the fleld( they Just play the game " | '

For most teams the road is a place to: bond but that’s when you play: haIf your games away from

7 home. Just as |mportant is the tlme at home, when players can take time to remember that there’s
more to I|fe than baseball when they go home to-a Wlfe and kids. Or, at the very Ieast go hoime to an

apartment instead of to- another restaurant and hotel.



“We've had a sense of humor about it since April,” says Ménechino. ‘;We’ve had to or someone Would g
be deac} by now.‘You’ve got to Iaugh a lot of things off. That's hardér for sdme guys than othe\rs. But
we can't éha_nge it. The guys who adjust and the ‘guys Who deal rwith 'thé.»BaSebaII part-of if are goiﬁgf
to be the guys who will move on and succeed. The guys who let it become an e;<cuse, well, n6 oné

~ cares. Iktell them, ‘Only your mom cares. Nobody cares exce’pt'yorurrm'om. And ydur mom’s not here.r
So get 6n with |t 7 | ' |
Back in_ the clubhouse, g:ervelli puts the knife down. He walks out of the clubhouse door, 'si'ts down on

one of the trainer’s tables in-the hall, and turns on his iPad to watch a Spanish-lahguager soa‘p op,éra. v

‘When someone tells-him it's a f@f cry from the leather sofas and high-defin‘ition,~iarge4screén TVs that

fill most bgg-leagd_,eel;;jbhouses', he laughs.

“Yes, it is,” Cervelli says, raising the cup of juice in a mock toast. “But today, this is home.”



Getting to Know Yankees' 1st Round Draft
Choice Ty Hensley - a Fan's Q & A

CONTHRIBOTOR
YaHoO! §araey

By Drew Sarver
July 19, 2012
Ty Hensley grew up around baseball, so it was no surprise that it was the career path he chose to

follow. His Dad, Mike, was a second round pick of the St. Louis Cardinals in 1988 and played
three seasons of minor league ball before an arm injury ended his career.

The senior Hensley went on to coach baseball at Oral Roberts and Kansas State, so Ty was

~ always around the sport. When Kansas State changed coaches in 2003, Mike was out of a job,
but not for long. Ty asked his Dad if he could help make him to become a better all-around
player. The answer to Ty's query was an easy one.

Fast forward to June, 2012 and Ty's name is called as the 30th overall pick by the New York
Yankees in the Major League Baseball amateur draft. It was the first step for the Edmond (OK)
Santa Fe High School star in fulfilling a lifelong goal. The next step begins when Ty makes his
professional debut on July 30 for the Gulf Coast League Yankees. It will also be his 19th
birthday.

I had the chance to ask Ty about draft day, his alternate plans had he not signed with the Yankees
and much more.

Drew Sarver: Getting a professional contract signed came down to the final hours. Were you
ever worried that it wouldn't get done? Were you prepared to attend Ole Miss (University of
Mississippi)?

Ty Hensley: I was always prepared to go to Ole Miss, down to the day I made my final decision.
I loved the people, the town, and the opportunity I would have had there. As far as worrying a
deal wouldn't get done, well I would be lying if I said I wasn't concerned when I left Tampa on
June 8th.

The surprise of MRI results jolted me down to the core. I had no idea what it meant to me, let
alone the Yankees. I had never experienced injury, soreness or pain in my shoulder. I doubted
everything I thought T knew about me and my situation. But after a few weeks and seeing other
doctors, I realized that my situation was different, but not in necessarily a bad way, and I started
to feel better about things. If at the end of the day I had decided Ole Miss was the best option for
me, I would not have had any trouble heading to Oxford (MS).

(An abnormality on an MRI caused Hensley's signing bonus to drop from $1.6MM to 31.2MM) :



y
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- DS: Who called you to tell you that you had been drafted by the Yankees? What was your 1n1t1a1 L B

"=:'react1oﬁ<7 - T L

: MyfrégiO'na‘Iicro$scheckér, D'en'n'isWoodY, and V(Yénkees:) :SCOUti'hgfbirector Damon .V(;)'ppenh:e'ir'ner.callied: - - 7
- me a pick before to let me know. | closed my eyes and said to myself, "This is-really going to happen, I'm .~~~ "~

o goin'gft‘o ,bg,a:?Ya'nkee"; | Was'h‘UmbIe,d a‘h‘dexcitéd at-the’same—t—,ime.
. DS You Ve already been quoted as say1ng you want to get to the Majors as qurckly as pos51ble
- When do you expect to be throwmg off the mound at Yankee Stad1um‘7 : : o
: : TH My goal was always to be there by 21 1f I passed on the college exper1ence I know it's :
- lofty, but those are the types of goals I set for myself Obv1ously, how I perform and the needs of
- the club w111 factor in that t1mel1ne ; A A S R e

3 ,DS You got a chance to come up to NY recently What d1d you thmk of the new Yankee
. Stachum‘?’ Y : - , o Sl

L TH In a word "awesome The fac1llty is ﬁrst cIass but what makes it special is the. -

o orgamzatlon itself. Tt represents the New York Yankees and it just doesn't get any better than
"~ that. We used to have Frank Sinatra night at our house in Manhattan, KS. There wasn't a- whole
ot do do in that town, Mom would tell us we ‘were in the "Big: Apple for the night, make pasta-

, and play Frank It h1t me hard to hea‘r‘ "New York New York" played after the Yankees won. It
- felt r1ght :
| DS Who was your baseball 1dol grow1ng up‘7 fVV : L

EI was and ama ballplayer 1t's what I do As far as p1tch1ng goes nonot’ really In fact my Dad
o _encouraged me to let my bat’ play Up until my senior year I was a sw1tch-h1tt1ngca :

S asa pltcher In fact draft webs1tes orglnally had me: ranked as a catcher going’ mto thls year

. ,. -1 probably would have been a top 3 round draft ch01ce as a posmon player had I kept catchmg
S ;But once you h1t 97 on the mound though the arm pretty much starts to trump all add a plus
Coeurve: and game over- you are a p1tcher ' : : o - B



o DS :':Which 'of' your' pitches do yourh'ave the m'ost. conﬁdence'in and why‘7, L

| TH: My fastball because Ican throw it for strlkes whenever I need to, and my curve because"r:' '
When 1t's on 1t is pretty tough to h1t The bottom Justs drops out : -

o DS Are you gomg to miss gett1ng the chance to bat in the minor leagues‘7 Ry

: TH Absolutely It wrll make for extremely long games 1 love belng able to 1mpact the game{ = i | . :

L Esr'jjoffenswely

N _DS What do you do to k1ck back and relax? o

: TH When I have t1me outslde of workouts, I ﬁsh and h1t the golf ball a httle b1t R

b DS If you had your ch01ce what number would you wear in: the Ma_] ors‘7

TH If 1 had my ch01ce it would be l7\It has always been my Dad's number my number and
- my brother's number. My dad had a gold necklace with 17 on it ‘when his was playing andhe

e _gave it tome on'my 17th b1rthday, and I will give it to my brother on his. Iromcally, Oklahomans

- " Bobby Murcer wore 1 (and 17) and Mlckey Mantle wore 7 for; the Yankees I'm gorng to take R

v_“that as. a good srgn'

- : _TH Thank you and I appre01ate ity o

. ) 'DS That's a httle lromc for me too since Mlckey Mantle is my all-tlme favorrte ballplayer and
o Bobby Murcer was my 1dol growmg up' Great _]Ob Ty, and best of luck to. you i

~
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World Football Challenge 2012: Yankee
Stadium Conversion Underway

Jul 19 7:55p by Ed Valentine

The process of converting the Yankee Stadium baseball diamond into a soccer pitch has begun.
Yankee Stadium will be the site of two matches in the ongoing 2012 World Football Challenge, the
first of which will be Sunday, June 22, when European champions Chelsea will take on Ligue 1
runners-up Paris-Saint Germain at 7 p.m. ET.

A look at the beginning of the creation of the Yankee Stadium pitch is below:

(Photo courtesy of the New York Yankees)
The second match at Yankee Stadium will pit Real Madrid against AC Milan on August 8.

You can see the layout of what the pitch will look like and the complete World Football Challenge
schedule in our StoryStream.

This version of Yankee Stadium, opened in 2009, has hosted boxing and college football in addition
to baseball. These will be the first soccer matches at the Stadium.

The Yankees will be on the West Coast for the next week for a total of seven games against the
Oakland Athletics and Seattle Mariners. The first of those games is Thursday night
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. Chelsea the h1st0ry-makers 1n ﬁrst ever

= iByAndrew Tuﬁ - E o :

- Frlday 20 July 2012 :

match to be played at New York’s 1con1c Yankee Stadrum the Dally Mall has reported

e The Champrons League winners are due to face French 51de Parrs Salnt-German managed by
- former Chelsea boss Carlo Ancelotti, The frrendly is part of the pre-season preparations for - o
-~ Roberto Di Matteo’s side, who defeated Seattle Sounders eatlier this week and w1ll meet an MLS o
. All Star team and Itahan srde Mllan before returmng home EE . - S

. Although the old Yankee Stadlum hosted football matches ona regular ba51s partlcularly in the _
. era of Pele and the original New York Cosmos - the new Yankee Stadium has never beenused as -
- afootball : arena. Since the New York Yankees moved to their new home in 2009 it has only ever
“. seen baseball played on the infield, which now has to be torn- up, 1nc1ud1ng the pltcher S. mound o

and- replaced w1th turf sultable for football [ R U
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Stadium Songs: New York Yankees

By Andrew Pentis
ESPN The Magazine

Every day of baseball season, in seventh innings around the country, fans stand and sing lyrics that
were written way back in 1908. The sheer shelf life of "Take Me Out to the Ball Game" proves that
America’s first pastime has long been intertwined with its tunes. But for a more unique connection
between city and club, teams rely on their own traditions -- some newer, some older.

We decided to find out the one song that each team relies on to get fans on their feet.

We're featuring the music from one team per day here on ESPN Playbook. To see
past entries, click here.

New York Yankees
Song: “New York, New York” by Frank Sinatra
Tradition: Played after wins -- and losses -- in the Bronx

Fun facts: _

e Of his taste in music, former owner George Steinbrenner once said, “Anything by

Frank Sinatra.”

e Sinatra’s version is a cover of Liza Minelli’s song from the 1970 film by the same name. In 1980, the
club began playing Sinatra after wins and Minelli after losses. Bothered by this, Minelli demanded a
change, and in response the team dropped her version entirely.

Bonus music:

* “God Bless America” has become a staple of the Yankees game experience since Sept. 11, 2001.
e The grounds crew rocks out to the YMCA while manicuring the infield mid-game.

« The first seconds of 2 Unlimited’s “Workaholic” is played after every run scored by the team
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Robert W. Creamer, 90, Sports Btographer ',t

By DOUGLAS MARTIN,

"Robert W. Creamer, who as. a. .
boy saw:Babe Ruth belt home -

-runs and went on to become a
self-described “troubadour”. -of
sports, writing acclaimed biogra-

: phies of Ruth and Casey Stengel

and Jommg Sports Illpstrated as
one of its first wnters, died ¢

Wednesday in Saratoga Springs,
N.Y.He was 90.
The cause was prostate cancer,
‘his sohTom said.
© Mr. Creamer’s book. on Ruth
“Babe: The Legend Comes to

Life” = which came out in 1974, .
"the year Hark - Aaron broke -

Ruth's career hoine riin record. —
was infused. with details, iniclud-

ing Riith’s pregame medl: three:

hot dogs. Roger Angell, writing in
.The New Yorker, said Ruth’had

4t last found. the. blographer he.

deseives in Robert Creamer,”.de-

scribing his: writing as “swift and -
ed. with a_con: -

clear and. st
flrmmgmtell ence”

I 1984, 'Mr.: Creamer (pro:
nounced kreemer) - folloyved up
with. - “Stehgel: His Life .and
Times;” a-comprehensive look at

" the : basebal‘ legend: who played
for-.or managed all, four: major
-league_teams from’ New., York
City,  ‘Mr.
E Stengel who was ‘often portrayed

ot savant; ag d nyancéd
personallty of “wit' and- intelli:
gence; Bit he did hot fieglect the
© fold perfessor s knack: “for

Creamer présented -

boy, h»e'savtr Babe Ru play.

Borfi-on July-14; -IQZQ n-

ville, N.Y,, .and. raiged in- Tucka- -
hoe, N.Y,, where he 11ved Uﬂtll'

2004,

. .He. grew  up. playmg w1th'
scuffed battered baseball .
- open f1elds and ‘empty
»'mothertumed i )
* radio Dbefare, he came home from'
".school “so he could hsten to-

COmpréhe.rtsr"oé Eook;q
on Babe Ruth and
“Casey Stengel. .

1

. Encyclopedla.

‘When he hieard that Tlme-Llfe'
(now Time Warner) was starting.

. a-magazine to provide a more lit-
-+ erary take on the exploding past-

war _sports:§cene, ‘hie pressed

" hard for a job and‘was hired as |-

one of Sports Illustrated’s first

. writers. Hé later became a senior

“editor ‘and ‘wrote the Scorecard
_ feature at the front of the méaga-
: zine, He retired in 1985 but con-

tinued to contribute ta the maga-

- 'zine,

Mr. Creamer’s ather books in- ,-

- clude “Baseball 1n(’4l A Celebra-

tion-of the Best Baseball Season |
Ever = in the Year America Went

to War” (1991); “Sedson of Glory

The. Amazing Saga of the -1961

 New York Yankees” (1988) writ-

ten.with Ralph ‘Houk; and two
“as told-to” autobiographies; one

“writtén” with ‘Red’ Barbet, the -

sportscaster and thé other with
the umpire Jocko.Conlon. He'also -

“ghostwrote a 1964 autoblography_

for' Mickey Mantlé
Mr. Créamer got the idea: for -
his'Babe: Ruth boolk: after readmg, -
an article about- Ruth by-Roger
Kahn'"in: Esquire. An éditor told.
him’ that there Had. not beet -a -

‘substantive . biography :since
Ruth’s death in I. Crea'mer
began -the

rushed to finish it as Aaron ap-

- proached Ruth's recotd of 714 ca-
_reer "home runs. He completed'

the book- by fall.1973; ‘Aaron hit
his 715th homer on Aprll 8 1974,

that -he .nevet - mterv1ewed any
woman-who claimed to have slept

o w‘th Riith. That did not stop: hlm‘

Rohert :Wat'ts>‘C‘eamer ‘was .af as
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¢ greatest all—around pla‘
ted; is-on the ballot for-the
Cl

[ .b'ut. et'snd

the crednéssbfthe Hallof Fame:

any steroids tisers. already. iR the Hall of Fame? |-
- Aren't-amphetamines considered a‘perfo
-enhancer? If so; can any Hall of Farhet
and say.he never used amphet;
-game?.
. The trouble w1th being Judge and juror asa Hall
; 1 A whi
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fittish that out,” he ‘said.’
‘The real:boost:for:the bullpen,
thoug g i

y-
sives us a little momentum head~ b

ing hoi ” mng ‘when' he hit a h theré is-a:long way. to go before
: le, & miostly: lopsuied “the standg-in- léft-c few : s 1 he...becomes ava.llable for the
punch:up, ‘had been billed as a yards from where Wr I Valking s| S the’ gras; ‘Mets, - t
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" 'New York Post, .Frid2y, July 20, 2012

PR

ne of their top prospects; ]eu-
the pen;He has shown dura-

. Ainor league starter for four’.

Se4sonsTiow, He'cotild break in and

*son he would turn that

down is that he really
< wants to’go home, to the
Dodgers (Hamels is from

the union is pre

g
-him ‘to ‘get out into free
" agency - and move the

market,

~ “But my. sense-is he is
able -in. _Philly,

they have made: the lay-

- offs ﬂve years

-they Value hirn, 50 it is go-
ingtotakea heck of a rea-
son-to say-no to’ that ”

» The Padres have been
expected, to. miake Hus-

~ ‘tonStreet. available.

But T hear Street likes
San Diego and the team
likes the closer -enough -
that it will try in the next
- few days to see if-an ex-
tensmn’ can’ be WDrked ;
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Strong case for Price as best pitcher in AL

Rays southpaw in elite company, but doesn't get much attention

By Hal Bodley / MLB.com

ST. PETERSBURG -- David Price is hands-down the best pitcher in the American League right now, if not all of
baseball.

The Rays left-hander became the AL's first 13-game winner on Thursday afternoon, with an impressive 6-0 victory
over Cleveland at Tropicana Field.

Whether the 26-year-old is the best at this stage of the season in all of baseball comes down to a comparison with
Mets knuckleballer R.A. Dickey.

Dickey also won his 13th in a matinee on Thursday as the Mets clobbered Washington, 9-5, shortly after Tampa Bay
sealed its victory. The argument for Dickey would be that he's lost just once in 14 decisions. But his earned run
average is a shade higher than Price's, 2.72 to 2.64.

That debate put aside, there's little disagreement Price is No. 1 in the AL. He's 13-4, with the 2.64 ERA.

As Major League starters go, | believe Price is underrated. It may be unfair to state this, but he doesn't get the
exposure of Detroit's Justin Verlander, or Philadelphia's Roy Halladay, the Yankees' CC Sabathia or even Dickey.

There were a lot of folks who thought Price should have started for the AL in last week's All-Star Game instead of
Verlander. Price was on a roll, while Verlander -- as he showed in the first inning in Kansas City -- has been
struggling. Just as controversial was Dickey being snubbed for the NL start when manager Tony La Russa picked
San Francisco's Matt Cain. Price, who's in only his fourth season, came into the Midsummer Classic later and
showed his colors by throwing a perfect seven-pitch inning.

In a victory Thursday that was crucial for the Rays after Wednesday night's 10-6 loss to the Indians, Price allowed
just two singles and walked three during seven innings. He didn't allow a hit until Jose Lopez singled in the fifth.

That hit came after a walk to Carlos Santana and created the toughest inning for him. Santana was cut down
attempting to go to third on a botched hit-and-run play, Shelley Duncan fanned and after Price walked Lou Marson,
Aaron Cunningham flied out to center.

End of threat.

"What a difference 16 hours makes," said Rays manager Joe Maddon. "You come back after a game like last night.
... David was outstanding. He had once again great command of his fastball and started mixing in some of the other
things, but fastball command was incredible -- 97-98 [mph]."

Maddon, who insists Price is pitching better now than he did in 2010, when he was 19-6 with a 2.72 ERA to finish
second the AL Cy Young Award voting, agrees his left-hander is the best in the league.



o "lf we can get that

. K saldi yes W|thout hesﬂatron
S "The prtchrng ls what keeps us |n the games g he added

' }: And nght now that starts wrth Prlce

) "Havrng not seen everybody in. awhile I'd say no ques’non he's in- the top two or three " sald Maddon "From a purely -
. self sh standpornt I'd have to say he is the bestin the Amencan League nght now." o o I

L Maddonbelieves Price_is reaching the point in his m_aturity "where he kn,ows,what_to do with the tools in his tool box.

I'm talking-about pitching: -- ability. 'm talking about winding up and throwing-a strike when he wants to. He's getting

- ' _ to that point, pitching more intelligently, with better command of everything, prcklng the right spots to try other thmgs_ RS
s just matunng, but | honestly belreve he s pltchlng better than he did-a couple of years ago:’ ! . .

' ) 'Pnce concurs. He sald he s throwmg his fastball more conslstently and overall has better command of hrs pltches ,:
) Veloclty of h|s fastball is 95 5 mph the fastest he 's ever thrown o .

' Prrce has won'ﬁve‘ stralght d,e0|3|onsand seven‘of h|s'last elght; H|s 'July ERA is 1.69:.' :

Losmg pltcher Ubaldo Jlmenez sald Price "is a tough guy, a Ieft-handed pitcher throwmg 97-98 mlles an hour W|th a ...
good: breaklng ball. T defi mtely had to-go.out there and:try to minimize the errors and mrstakes because when you o

o . give up arunor two it's gomg to be reaIIy hard to wm [agalnst hlm] "

SR Or as Indlans manager Manny Acta put |t "He overpowered us mid- 903 fastball and backdoor sIIder to our rlghtles T
. We just dldn't have very good at—bats agalnst hlm " : : : : : CeL

s

- After seven rnnrngs and 108 prtches Maddon felt Prlce had had enough Rehever Wade Davrs allowed just one walk L
~over the Iast two mnrngs . : : : : . : . : : : : : .

o '*"If it had been a closer game 1 could have Iet h|m go out for the elghth rnnrng, but under the crrcumstances 6 0 it o
" wasn't wise. A huridred and erght pitches is a-good day's work for me:" said Maddon "He reaIIy wasn't gorng to throw
~a complete game $0 there was no sense at that pomt 1o send hlm back out " O . -

The Rays have been as lnconsrstent for over a month as any contender and have dropped back in the AL East

standlngs
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Red Sox must calculate Crawford's trade value

By Richard Justice / MLB.com

Let's count the reasons it makes sense for the Red Sox to at least consider trading Carl Crawford.
First, there's money.

There, that does it.

OK, it's not just about money. If Crawford had thrown MVP-type numbers on the board in his first two seasons in
Boston, the Red Sox wouldn't even be thinking about dealing him.

Regardless, this isn't strictly about production. Crawford arrived in Boston with a solid 10-year track record as one of
the few players capable of making an impact on games with his glove, speed and bat.

He had a bad first season in Boston, and he got hurt at the beginning of his second. Stuff happens. These last 16
months don't erase all the good things he did with the Rays.

Crawford wouldn't be the first player to have a tough transition to a new team, especially when burdened by the kind
of expectations he'd never had before. He has played well since returning to Boston's lineup, and there's zero reason
to believe he won't settle in and resume a nice productive career.

Unfortunately, because he didn't put up Hall of Fame stats in his first 10 minutes with the Red Sox, plenty of fans
turned on him. In addition, the general manager who signed him, Theo Epstein, is now running the Cubs.

There didn't seem to be a unanimous agreement about signing him in the first place, so when the Marlins seemed
willing to discuss a Crawford-for-Hanley Ramirez swap, the Red Sox were intrigued.

Even with Crawford out of the lineup, the Red Sox have scored the second-most runs in the Major Leagues. If they
could unload the remaining $110 million on Crawford's deal, they could use some of that money to shore up a rotation
that is 12th in the American League in ERA, 10th in innings and 10th in opposing OPS.

There's going to be an assortment of quality starting pitching on the market this offseason: Cole Hamels, Zack
Greinke, James Shields, Kyle Lohse, Brandon McCarthy, Ryan Dempster, Jake Peavy and Joe Blanton, to name a
few.

The Red Sox were criticized for not spending more money last winter, but that's just silly talk. The Red Sox have
been second or third in payroll the last three years, so to criticize their spending is ridiculous.

Still, the larger issue is that baseball's financial landscape has undergone a fundamental change since Crawford
joined the Red Sox. Baseball's new labor agreement includes a tough luxury tax on payrolls above $189 million
beginning in 2014.

Every team, including the Yankees and Red Sox, is attempting to position itself to get under $189 million by then. The
Red Sox already have $94 million committed to six players in 2014 -- Adrian Gonzalez, Josh Beckett, John Lackey,
Dustin Pedroia, Clay Buchholz and Crawford.



) Crawford is owed $21 m|II|on a season over the next five years. H|s contract clearly won't keep the Red Sox from
- upgradlng, but to trade hlm for. say,. Ramlrez would glve GM Ben Cherlngton more ﬂexublllty to tweak hls roster

L '—Meanwh|le Ramlrez wnll make $15 5 mllllon and $16 m|II|on over the next two seasons. One Iarge potentlal hangup IR
- comes from reports that the Marllns would I|ke the Red Sox to take closer Heath Bell and the $9 ml"IOf‘I he I make in Cel

. 2013.and 2014..

L ,The Red Sox would be taklng enough of a gamble on Ramlrez who has batted 246 the last two seasons But Bell '

- leads the Majors in blown saves, with six, and has pomted afi nger at hlmseIf as being’ the largest reason the Marllns ' _' o

. are 10 games out of fi rst in the Natlonal League East

. 'Maneger Bobby Valentlne has done a superb JOb maneuverlng Boston s bullpen desplte the absence of closer ':_,:'

o Andrew Balley Only the A's have had a better bullpen in the AL.

: 'Desplte everythtng the Red Sox have gone through th|s season they rea mere 1 1/2 ganfes out of the AL W|ld Card o

o _lead. If Lester, Beckett, st al., begln to roll up quallty stalts there doesn't appear to be any reason why the Red Sox L -

_can't make the playoffs

-But as he looks at the’ rest of 2012 Cherrngton must also key an eye on 2013 and beyond That's where |t gets B
- _mterestrng That's where he must be tempted to keep talkrng to the Marllns _
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B Wlth the JuIy 31 nonwalver trade deadllne exactly two weeks away, we contlnue our roII through the

e '.‘SIX d|v15|ons to see Wthh teams are buylng, WhICh are: selllng and what moves they can - and sh0uld

~

-‘—make

o Next up, the Amerlcan League East where aII ﬁve teams are at or above 500 at th|s wr|t|ng (NOTE

AII teams ranked accordmg to. current standmgs playoff odds data supphed by Baseball Prospectus )
:Neyy»-v_qu_Yan_kees4(55;34, ééames,ahead)g. B

75 : Playoff odds953% Divi'sion/3.1% wild carq/gsfz.ré/;_-totai; 5
 Buying/seling: ooy

o 'Desplte myrlad |nJur|es — most notably to Marlano Rlvera, Andy Pettltte and Brett Gardner aII :
. "currently on the 60 day dlsabled I|st — and subpar half-seasons from RusseII Martln Mark Telxelra

and Ale\x Rodnguez the Yankees have the game 's: best record and the hlghest chance at wmnlng thelr:; . .

- 'purswt of a b|g name ach|S|t|on such as. Cole Hamels, but that hasn't been general manager Brlan

» "Cashman 's. modus operand| at the trade deadllne, at: Ieast smce the Cllff Lee trade feII through in

'exceedlng the quury tax threshold down the road Not helplng matters |s a m|n0rrleague system

erratlc and whose top bats are a ways from the blg tlme

W|th CC Sabathla back from the dlsabled I|st as of Tuesday, and Pettltte due back from a broken ankle

ts, Manny Banuelos and Delhn Betances, have been er her mJured or : B



...{‘ )

season back on May 4 when he tore h|s ACL shagglng fly balls the pltcher may have an: outside

o chance ata September return Meanwhlle, Wlth Gardner sufferlng yet another setback as he rehabs

- from a rlght elbow stram and bone brunse -and. thelr Ieftflelders dellverlng a comblned 234/ 305/ 435

. performance, the prl
“to block a deal to the Yankees, the Ph|ll|es Shane V|ctor|no |s the top ava|lable optlon even m a down ;

- season ( 251/ 316/ 389), he’d be a masswe defenswe upgrade over Raul Ibanez Oakland s Coco

‘jary f’ocus is- on addlng an outflelder Wlth the Dlamondbacks Justm Upton able o

*‘Cnsp is another player New York has reportedly scouted tomng ina tough enwronment for h|tters hlS: B SR

h|s 232/ 294/ 313 l|ne |sn’t pretty, but should lower hlS asklng prlce, part|cularly glven that he has o .

e around $10 m|II|on remalnlng on a: contract that runs through next season

H

o Bali:ilﬁore ,Qtioles ,(4’6—,43, 9,games_beh'ind in division, 'i'l/_zgamé' behind "in wild Card) =~
 Playoff odds: 1.2% Division/10.6% Wild Card/11.8% Total -~ -

Buying/selling: Selling .~ . oo
e ,To;pj needzl?rospect_s

o ,If you told the Or|oles at the outset of the season that they’d be |n thls p05|t|on two weeks before the N

- trade’ deadllne, they mlght have Ieaped at the p055|b|I|ty, partlcularly given the franchlse s 14- year

o sub 500 streak Even so, recent weeks have underscored the |l|(e|lh00d that the team s won Ioss

D

- '_—--record thus far has been a mlrage Over the past month the Orloles are an AL-worst 7-16 wh|le belng R

,'9 Wlth a= 55 run dlfferentlal thelr overall Pythagorean record |s a non contender-llke L '

. '39 50 As ever thelr b|ggest problem is startmg pltchlng The team is 12th i the league in rotatlon y o

ERA (4 75) and quallty start rate (43 'percent), wh|le the cIosest thlng they have to an ace, Jason : ;_'

: Hammel Just underwent arthroscoplc knee surgery that Wl|| S|deI|ne h|m mto late August

' Furthermore the trove of young arms that once Iooked so r|ch — Brlan Matusz Jake Arneta Chrls

- Tlllman and Zach Brltton = has comblned for a5, 58 ERA m 195 |nn|ngs, wlth Arrleta bamshed to e

B i Trlple A and Brltton mlred there in the wake of sprmg shoulder troubles leen that and an offense S

that ranks 11th |n the Ieague in scormg at 4, 13 runs per game the Orloles have no hope of

L 'chlppers Dylan Bundy or Manny Machado for a Zack Grelnke rental L

_ outslugglng the compet|t|on or gettmg by W|th a back end patch and they’d be silly to trade blue-- I

' :,Baltlmore would better off contmumg to fortlfy the|r rebundmg efforts, even |f the returns won't be

' fgrand Pendlng free agent Mark Reynolds lS hlttmg Just 213/ 340/ 396 bUt ina thm first base :
N BETIEE :.,7; -7 E - _;’ :ﬁ j_ _i' -i/ |



'_::- 3 'Buylng/‘selllng:' 'Un,cléar R

' smce then |n a league where 4 48 is average Indeed offense isa problem |n a Ilneup capable of

) market he makes for a reasonable buy -low optlon as would fellow all- or nothlng hacker Chrls Davls = ’
G 262/ 305/. 454) K Hardy is due less than $15 million for 2013-2014. WllSOI"l Betemlt isan-
, 'affordable bench bat. Kevm Gregg is an expenenced closer and well that s about the best thing that 7

| . can be sald about h|m There may be value in the Orloles fmlshlng at or above 500 but the danger of " : 7 PR
R overestimatmg thelr progress th|s season remams 519n|f|cant R

Tamfpa Bay R_avs (46744); 9 12 'ga'nﬁes_b'ehind_.in d.iviSfion,'ii'ga'me behind in Wild Card) =~

~ Playoff odds: 1.2% Division/22.0% Wild Card/23.2% Total

_Topneed: Offense

’ " The Rays still have a punchers chance at maklng the playoffs but they re JUSt 31 36 smce Evan

. Longor|a hit the dlsabled list W|th a hamstrlng straln |n Iate Aprll managmg a bare 4. 00 runs per game

/

: fleldmg 5|x players wnth on base percentages of 306 or Iower Wl" Rhymes (; 306), B J Upton ( 305), ] :
Desmond Jenmngs (& 298), ,Sean Rodrlguez ( 274), Luke Scott (& 261) and Jose Molma ( 253) The N
return of Matt Joyce who has m|ssed four weeks due to an obligue |nJury, wrll help (Rhymes was. -

optloned), but Longona has yet to start another rehab stmt after sufferlng a setback on- June 18

- G|ven that and the fact that once agaln fans are staylng away from Troplcana F|eld ln droves (the o 7
- team s attendance ranks 13th in the AL), there s talk that the team could mstead go agalnst the gram - .

* and become sellers, partlcularly if thelr fortunes don’t reverse in: the next week Fox Sports Ken '

- Rosenthal reports that the Rays are open to movmg any of thelr nght handed startlng pltchers

: namely James Shlelds, Jeremy Helllckson, Alex Cobb or starter turned rellever Wade Davns Though

not a Hamels or a Gremke, Shlelds would occupy a t|er wuth the Cubs Ryan Dempster and former Ray

- Matt Garza Ilke the Iatter he s cost- controlled W|th club optlons of $9 m|lI|on and: $12 m|II|on for the - .
. ' next two years The 30 year old |s ex[tremely durable, averaglng 33 starts and 220 |nn|ngs per year
- smce 2007, and asin- 2010, his hlgh ERA (4 44) is being drlven by a stratospherlc BABIP ( 347 thlrd
- in the league), whlle his strlkeout and walk rates remaln strong (8 3 and 2 7 per nme, respect|vely)

i Helllckson who won Rookle of the Year honors Iast year has seen hlS home run rate splke to 1. 6 per

- mne there s no urgency to deal h|m but a m|d rotatlon starter who S cost controlled through 2016

could fetch a 5|gn|f|cant haul Beyond the rotatlon, pendlng free agent Uptonls underachle\#ng yet - if g

agaln ( 244/ 305/ 376), but teams stlll covet the 27 year old s athletlasm and dream on h|s upS|de



Y

" Boston Red Sox (46-44, 9.1/2 games behind in division, 1 game behind in Wild Card)
* Playoff odds: 2.4% Division/21,3% Wild Card/23.6% Total -

" Buying/selling: Buying .

~~ Topneed: Starting and relief pitching: .

' W|th the, returns"of— ;laeo.by Ellsbury a_nd“CarI 'erawf:ordrioyer_the_past few clays, and*Dustin :Pedroia‘ later

".,thisﬂ»‘week the:Sox appeared oh eourse to'"field ?their A-list lineupffor'-the first time?all season ""onlyto‘ g

- watch Davnd Ort|z — the only one of thelr 13 hlghest-pald players who has been worth the money | thus T

‘ far — hobble off the fleld Wlth a rlght Achllles |nJury on Monday nlght Early mdlcatlons are that the

7 _'tendon |s nelther ruptured nor torn, and he may av0|d a DL stlnt

- 'Desplte 50 many |nJur|es ‘the offense ranks second in the Ieague |n scorlng at 5. 00 runs per game, :;7' '
. 'and the real need is on the other S|de of the ball The rotat|on s 4 71 ERA ranks 11th in the Ieague - .

L the|r 48 percent quallty start rate nmth and save for ﬁll |ns Franklln Morales and Aaron Cook (3 34

: ERA desplte Just two strlkeouts in 29 2/3 mnmgs), no Sox starter has an ERA below Fellx Doubront s

',_4 41 The Sox are sald to be heaV|ly in: purSU|t of Dempster but they re reportedly one of 10 teams

T :mterested they ve also been Imked to Franc1sco Llrlano, though why they’d ttle for:another enlgma -

: mexpenswe starter Furthermore the farm sy ﬁem, wh|ch was depleted by the Adrlan Gonzalez trade, _ _.j i k

: has envuable depth W|t ,ESPN s Kelth Law suggestmg |t s one of the game 's most |mproved thlS R

’;_'season soa Dempster Ievel acqulsltlon should be possnble : S e

e TorontoBIueJays(4545 10 ;1/:'2,:Qames'b’eh_ifn;d‘in rdi‘\/}is_iion,"zgam'e;s behind in Wild Cardy

Playoff odds: 0.0% Division/3.5% Wild Card/3.5% Total =
- Buying/selling: unciear. . - . < . - (o

- Top need: starting pitching -

. 4-)'



Wh||e the Blue Jays aren’t far out of a playoff spot thelr odds are gettlng Ionger by the day, not only o B
are pltchers Kyle Drabek Jesse thsch Lu|s Perez and Serglo Santos out for the season due to E
i surgery, ‘but slugger Jose lautlsta h|t the DL after sustalnlng a soft tlssue |nJury to h|s wrlst on '

(Monday n|ght one whose severlty has yet to be determmed at th|s writmg

” K Even so the Jays have yet to throw in the towel they re sald to be focused on upgradlng the|r -
: p|tch|ng and have been scoutlng the I|ke§ of Garza and L|r|ano Ever in the market for a vaIue pIay, _
) general manager Alex Anthopoulos has also expressed an mterest ln Justln Upton the Jays do have' g
: the prospects to’ make such a trade If they do move into selllng mode battle tested Iefty rehever |

' Darren Ollver shortstop YuneI Escobar and catcherJ P. ArenC|b|a WI|| draw mterest the Iatter pa|r are:'

e blocklng prospects Adelny Hechevarrla and TraVIs d'Arnaud Another potentlally mtrlgumg target is

" Traws Smder, who was bypassed for promotlon from Tr|ple -Ain favor of Anthony Gose when the team»: LT

o sent Bautlsta to the DL Snider hlt Just 248/ 307/ 423 |n 877 maJor Ieague plate appearances from

2008 2011 but the former que ch|p prospect |s stlll ]USt 24 and |s battmg 322/ 415/ 548 at hltter- o
, frlendly Las Vegas L
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Reds star pfoved shortsto DS could
stand out, h bat a:

Defensive prowess was the sive_capability at the plate andi clalm on- the bésls of his recofd :
- leading qualificatic 3

- onthe'bases, Larkin ranks fourth -~ streak of 2,632 games played:
“dmiong| Hall of Fameé: shortstops .and his431 home runs; the most
il both on-basé plus, luig g -among players who 'were’ pri-
i S e - marily shortst I

" iAlong wil h contemporarles ba : y Hoius Wag— ‘Base
stchasCal; Rlpken I and Alan' - ner tops him in both catego ies, -.f3
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“White Sox 19
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Posted: Friday July 20, 2012 8:10AM ; Updated: Friday July 20, 2012 8:10AM
SI.com
Cliff Corcoran>INSIDE BASEBALL

Larkin's underrated greatness goes beyond
his place among shortstops

Player bWAR
Honus Wagner 103.2
Cal Ripken, Jr. 85.0
Ozzie Smith 73.0
Bill Dahlen 70.9
Luke Appling 69.9
Derek Jeter 68.0
Barry Larkin 67.3
Alan Trammell 67.1
Arky Vaughan 66.3
Bobby Wallace 66.0

This Sunday, longtime Cincinnati shortstop Barry Larkin will be inducted into the Baseball Hail of
Fame. Larkin, who received 86.4 percent of the vote in his third year on the ballot, is a clearly
deserving inductee. Over his 19 seasons, all with his hometown Reds, he made 12 All-Star teams and
won eight Silver Sluggers, three Gold Gloves and the 1995 National League Most Valuable Player
award.

He was a slick fielding shortstop who hit for solid averages (.295 career,.300 or better nine times,
albeit some in injury-shortened seasons) and had an excellent plate approach (.371 career on-base
percentage and 122 more walks than strikeouts over the course of his career). He possessed modest
power (15 home runs per 162 games over his career with a single-season high of 33 in 1996) and
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great speed (379 career stolen bases at an 83 percent success rate, mcludmg a career-high 51 in 56 -
attempts in his MVP season)

There wasn't anything Barry Larkin didn't do well on the baseball diamond, and he upheld similar
standards off of it, winning the 1993 Roberto Clemente Award, which recognizes mvolvement in the
_.community, and 1994 Lou ‘Gehrig Award, which recognizes character and integrity.

So why did it take Larkin three yegrs to get his invitation to Cooperstown? For the answer, let's take a
look at-the table to the right showing where Larkin ranks on the list of the greatest shortstops in-
major league history. Counting only the seasons-in which shortstop was the player's primary position,
those are the career leaders in Baseball Reference s Wins Above Replacement (bWAR) at shortstop

A

If you don t recognize thenJ names, Dahlen and Wallace were defensive specialists from the turn of the
century. Dahlen and Trammell, the latter of whom is still on the baliot, are the only two who aren't in
the Hall of Fame. : . :

There are two ways to interpret that list. The first is to take it as gospel and say that Larkin was the
seventh-best shortstop in.baseball history. The other, preferable method, is to notice that everyone
‘below Ripken is pretty tlghtly buinched and that some of the greatest shortstops in baseball history _
~didn't make the top 10. In an attempt to address both of those issues, let's look at peak value. Here's

a list of the greatest shortstop: peaks in history ranked by the cumulative bWAR of the players' five

best seasons in which shortstop was their prirnary position: N
, - .
Player ! o bWAR
Honus Wagner - 4841
| Alex Rodriguez . ' 7 44.3
‘Cal Ripken, Jr. ' ' 42.8
Ernie Banks - ﬁ‘ : 404
Lou Boudreau o ' 37.8
Arky Vaughan - 377
Robin-Yount ' 34.9
y Hughie Jennings 34.4
Nomar Gareiaparra ‘ ' 33.2
Alan Trammell 7 - 329
-| Luke Appling ‘ -31.9




George Davis 7 7 31.9
Derek Jeter : 31.8
Ozzie Smith - ’ 31.0
Barry Larkin ‘ : . - 30.8
-1 Jim Fregosi ’ ‘ ' . 30,4

Pee Wee Reesé f 29.9 )
rBobby Wallace - ) e 29.777 ) 7
: /
Bill Dahlen L o 28.9 ,

: ‘Dave Bancroft _ i _ - é7t6

The first thing you'll notice there is that-we found all of those missing gréats: Rodriguez, Banks, N
Boudreau, Yount,. even Garcraparra all of whom show up in.this top 10. However, this list doesn't: help. -
‘us much with- sortlng out that clump. of S|m|larly valued careers above; with the exceptlon of Plrates
-great Arky Vaughan who ranks sixth; players three through 10 on the career I|st show up in the.
tlghtly bunched second. \alf of the peak list. From a cursory Iook at these I|sts the onIy th|ng that's
absolutely cleari“' ‘that Ho'nus Wagner and cal: Rlpken Ir. were the two greatest shortstops ine maJor
Ieague h|story, you: probably dldn t need these Ilsts to ﬁgure that out : ,

Everyone on ti ".areer Ilst shows up on the peak Ilst S0 Iet s focus on the Iatter in an attempt to pare )
~down :and sort “throtigh those 19 men.. First; let's’ ellmmate ‘everyone in the Second'half of the. peak llst .
who dldn t make the: career"‘llst. Goodbye HaIIf’Of Fam ers George DaV|s (career WA’ in: shortstop

s  and Dave Bancroft (46.5), who. plied thei ‘at the turh of the century and-at the:
dawn of the Ilveball'era respectNer So long; Ji gosn—(4; 3')1 who ceased benngboth a star and a
“shortstop after be|ng traded to the Mets for Nolan Ryan at age 29 :

Let's keep Pee Wee Reese however as he ranks 11th on the career bWAR list at 62 9-and lost three

" full seasons to. World WarIlin between seasons of 5.5-and.5.7 bWAR. It‘s reasonable to assume he
could have complled 15. bWAR durlng those lost seasons, ahd’ rf he dld he would have ranked thlrd on
the career. bWAR list.

The result |s a group of elght shortstops of aIarmlneg 5|m|lar value. Here they are w1th thelr career
“and peak bWAR totals as WeII as.an average of the two, Just to make the compar|son ea5|er

Player | career | Peak | Avg
Ozzie Smith -+~ 73:0 310 | 520
Luke Appling 6.9 | 319 | s09




'Reese |s last, but, ag[ain, he shouldn’t be penalized for his military service. If you-give him 15 extra

v rlStar’cW|th Hughle "Ee-Yah" | ; v
. comprlses the vast maJorlty o) ~»h|s career value There were Just sux seasons in wh|ch‘-"hortstop was :

- Next Yount, who s MVP wmnln' "1982 season stands as one of the greatest seas !

offense-first shortstop who had an OPS+ above U
'jp05|t|on and his career shortstop bWAR is _]USt 47. 9

Bill Dahlen 70.9 29:9 50.4
Alan Trammell | ' 67.1 327.'3 50.0
Derek Jeter 68.0 ‘3A1.8 49.9 i
Barry Larkin 673 | 309 | 491
Bobby Wallace , 66.0 2'9.7: § 47.797
7 ‘Pee Wee Reese | 629 299 | 46.4
AN

career wins above replacement, he tops this list with & 53.9 average. If you split the difference, he's

right in the middle of the pack at 50.2. Smith and Wallace seem-to stand out a bit as the best and

worst of this group; but I'm not confident that bWAR, particularly its defensive .compenent -~ <Total
Zone, which factors in: heawly for both of those men as well as Dahlen --'is accurate enough to make -

such- dlstlnctlons .

The only firm conelusion to be drawn from the I|st of elght Six of whom are Hall of- Famers is that -
Alan Trammell, who is Larkln s most similar player.according to Bill James' Slmllarlty Scores has been

‘mistreated by the- Hall of Fame voters and is every ‘bit as deservmg of induction-as’ Larkln It's. .
' probably too late for Dahlen, whose case is Iargely dependent on his fleldlng, somethmg we'll never ‘be

able'to accurately evaluate from more than-g century away, but Trammell got 36. 8 percent of the vote

: ‘on thlS years Hall of Fame ballot and deserves to go |n before he runs out of. chances in 2016

'conclude that any of them deserve to be placed below Larkm on our aII tlme shortstops l|st7 :

.'.:Yes Yeswecan f IR :'. R : "( o

his primary -position that he stayed h althy enough to play in 100 or mote games.. H|s peak with the
1890s Baltimote. Orloles was |mpresswe but his career bWAR in his, shortstop seasons was 37.2.

‘Next up is Garaaparra, who ‘looked: Ilke a future Hall of Famer |n h|s early 205 but never fuIIy

recovered from a wrist |nJury suffered at.age 27 and whose last blg lmpac'gseason as'a shortstop
¢amein 2003 atthe age of 29. Nomar s career shortstop bWAR 40 8 :

Severby
|njur'y". ount was an

shortstop, but who moved to:e terﬁeld for his: age 29 Season due to a should g

Ernie Banks is the onIy man on any of the above lists who didn't play at least half of h|s career games

fat shortstop. Through his-age- =30 season, Banks was & superstar at the p05|t|on one of the best -
'hlttlng shortstops ever.and ‘the wi

iher of back-to-back MVP. awards in 1958 and: 1959 desplte hIS :
Cubs Iosmg record and fifth= place i flsh both seasons. However he had I|m|ted range at short and'in
1962 h|s age =31 season he moved to flrst base and never played s0 much as an/mnmg at shortstop ,

- L ) ; - < : e . o



o~

' *The most glaring exam’"l' 5! In 1989 before the Ieague s offens:ve explos:on Larkm hit
1.340/.368/.444 through )

for the rest of his career. At his peak, Banks' bat made him one of the best shortstops ever, but he
only had seven star-quality seasons at the position and his career bWAR in his shortstop seasons was
52.0, not that far above Yount's. It's a tougher call than the previous: three; but:I think due to Banks'

lack of IongeV|ty and fleldlng prowess at the p05|t|on I'm going to drop him behlnd the Larkin group

as well.

‘An even toug'her call isformer Indians player/manager Lou Boudr’eau' Shortstop was Boudreau's

primary position throughout his career, and he won the 1948 Most Valuable Player award at the
position.. He could hit and field, and despite a short career (he was effectively finished at age 33), he .

* has a solid 59.2 career shortstop bWAR. The catch is that, with the exception.of h|s MVP season, his
best offensive seasons. came during the three war years that Reesé missed, 1943, 1944 and 1945.

Boudreau’ had an arthrltlc ankle that caused him to be rejected by the draft board, S0 he got to feast
on war-time p|tch|ng for three years, and that is a Iarge part of what has him this high on thelist. Like
Reese, we don't really know how his: numbers would have changed without the war, and it seems a bit
unfair to say that he wouldn't have had excellent age-25 to.-27 seasons facing the same competition -
he did at the age of - 30in '48. Still; the combination of his short playmg career and the confluence of
his peak and the war years seems like enough to knock him down a peg. ‘ :

- That leaves-just fo,ur, shortstops that I would comfortably rank above ,the"Larki»‘nv Eight: Wagner,
“Ripken, Vaughan and Alex Rodriguez (who compiled 61.6 bWAR in his shOrtstop seasons before
-agreeing to move to th|rd base at the age of 28 in deference to Derek Jeter, an inferior player, fo

facilitate a trade to the Yankees) That makes Larkin one of the dozen best shortstops in baseball

' 7h|story by my accountmg, and an argument could be made to place h|m as high as. flfth on that list.

S In 2001 B|ll James ranked Larkln who played until 2004 sixth on his list of the all- tlme greatest
: shortstops in The New Bill James H/stor/ca/ Baseball Abstract. That was before Rodrlguez and Jeter

had cracked the top 10, but James took into account Yount and Banks"entire careers to pIace both

~ahead -of Larkin, so-it's easy to swap those two out for the younger players In those: Fankings, James

wrote that "Larkin is one of the 10 most complete players in baseball h|story He s a.300 hitter, has

O power, ‘has speed, excellent defense, and isa good percentage player He ranks W|th DlMagglo Mays,

and a few others as the most w'II;—rounded stars in baseball hlstory

So, agam Why dld |t take Larkln three years to get |nto the Hall of Fame'?

B

X Most I|kely, there were two reasons |nJur|es and context Settlng a5|de his rookle season in whlch he
;dldn t-début unt|I August Larkin averaged just 119 games played per season over the. course of his©

career. Four times in 18 years he failed to play in 100 games and on four other occa5|ons he failed to
reach 120. He played in-140 or more. games just seven times, 150 or more Just four: t|mes If Larkin
had the health of Rlpken Jeter, Rodnguez or Smith, JLISt to-name-a few, he'd have broken away from
that clump of elght sumllarly valued shortstops in both-career-and peak* value, but mJurles muted

A what could have been ah |nner ~circle- quallty career

July 9, but tore the medial collateral ligament in his. thro _elbow m‘a sk/IIs>
exhlbltlon before the All-Star game and dldn 't return to;actlon until September and then onlyasa.
plnch hltter In 1997 he hit 31 7/. 440/ 473 but p/ayed in just 73 games due to'a varlety of injuries in -

‘his left leg, and - )

As for the context noté that: of the top 15 shortstop peaks Ilsted above, seven of them were authored
by men whose careers overlapped Larkm S (1986 to 2004) In the '805 there was Rupken, Smlth Yount
and TrammeII In. the ‘90s ‘there-was the Big Three of Rodrlguez Jeter and Garcnaparra Smlth is the

: only fellow Natlonal Leaguer in‘that group, but: he was o) popular W|th the fans and around the league



that Larkin didn't start an All- Star Game until his age- 29 season and dldn t wm a Gold Glove unt|| he
was 30 (though he started winning Silver Sluggers at 24)

R|pken s last great- season was his MVP campaign.in 1991 by which point Yount was.in centerfield and
Smith and Trammell were in their twighlight years, and the Big Three didn't make-an impact until

1996, when Rodriguez won the Amerlcan League battlng title and was the runner- up for MVP, and
Jeter won the AL Rookie of the Year. .

So, Larkin d|d have hIS moment as the best shortstop in baseball but it was brief, briefer even than
that four-season window of 1992 to 1995, In '93, his season ended on August 4 dueto a thumb

injury. The next year brought the-strike, which shortened both the '94 and '95 seasons, and the latter
was dominated by R|pken who, though no longer an elite hitter, eclipsed Lou Gehrig's seemmgly
unbreakable consecutlve games streak just in time to help brlng fans emblttered by the strike back to
the game. . : :

Given the mlsfortune of the remarkably similar Trammell, it's probably a small miracle that Larkin
made it into the Hall-as quickly as he did, It could be that the concurrent eligibility of another very
-similar player, 2011 inductee Roberto Alomar,/was a factor in heIplng voters realize just how good
_Larkin was. Another might have been the regression of the shortstop p05|t|on from the helghts ‘of the
Blg Three s peak to the pomt that Elvis Andrus has made the Ali-Star team in two of the last three
-seasons.

Ultimately, how or when Larkm got into the Hall is. Iess important than the fact that he is where he
: beIongs among baseball's greatest players.
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- before he throws another p1tch

'FaVored' Dodgers and Cubs stlll hagglmg over
£ 'prospects 1n )empster talks :
o ByJonHeyman|BaseballIns1der ’:-.f':‘: , N .:'i :_ '- = : - ,f : : , S , -

JuIy 19 2012 11 11 pm ET

S , The favored Dodgers and Cubs have gone back and forth over wh1ch prospects Los Angeles ., o

s would have to send to Ch1cago for Ryan Dempster as talks contlnue Thursday mght wrth L A

g ,-and a feW other teams Sy

= The Dodgers have long been seen as. the most hkely landlng spot for Dempster but the

- contrnued to barter

o One executlve ona rrval team sard 1t appears the Dodgers are the favorlte ! wh1ch has been the |
sense for a whrle Though as /of 10 CDT it drdn't appear a deal was close. o :

o 'Frlday is seen as somethlng of a soft deadhne as Dempster is due to start for the Cubs Frrday

__ night at St. Louis with a 33-inning scoreless streak ‘on the line, Some have suggested the Cubs. -
~would l1kely be selling high to trade Dempster who leads the N. L in ERA w1th al. 86 mark

o e ' f .
. "They should trade h1m now Why take a chance? " one r1val GM sa1d

| . But. another sard "Theo (Epstern and J ed Hoyer are) in good pos1t1on He $ got the hottest p1tcher |
: 1n the game ' ,

' The Dodgers are most in need of a thter but are also hop1ng to add a startlng pltcher wh1ch

1 would enable themtomoveastarterlnto thepen S ,g L o

N

o CBSSports com suggested the Dodgers m1ght be the favor1te two weeks ago Dempster who has | '_ | '_ -
. vetorights over trades, is said to be w1ll1ng to go'to the Dodgers accordlng toa report by Ken PR IR
D Rosenthal of FOXSports com Dempster is close to Dodgers p1tcher Ted L111y SRR

U B
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Cliff Corcoran>MLB AWARDS WATCH
Mike Trout runaway AL favorite

More ColumnsEmail Cliff Corcoran

Mike Trout is going to win the American League Rookie of the Year award. It's not a sure thing just yet because there
are some 70 games left in the season, but all Trout really has o do to wrap up the hardware at this point is stay
healthy. That's especially impressive considering the depth of rookie talent in the AL. Eleven players -- not including
preseason favorites Matt Moore and Jesus Montero -- are having compelling seasons worthy of consideration for this
list and three of the four spots below Trout are new this week.

Things are equally competitive in the National League, where the order of the top three spots below were the best |
could do in the absence of a three-sided coin.

Note: Rookies are players who, prior to the current season, had fewer than 130 at-bats or 50 innings pitched in the
majors or spent fewer than 45 days on the active roster prior to rosters expanding on Sept. 1. The number in
parentheses after each player's name reflects his rank on the previous list. All stats are through Wednesday, July 18.
League leaders are in bold, major league leaders in bold italics.

American League

1. Mike Trout, OF, Angels (1)

Season Stats: .353/.406/.584, 13 HR, 44 RBI, 65 R, 30 SB
Last Three Weeks: .382/.421/.750, 6 HR, 14 RBI, 9 SB

How large is Trout's lead for the AL Rookie of the Year award? Consider this: He has played in 70 games this season
and the Angels have 70 games remaining on their schedule. That makes the math easy. If Trout plays as much over
the next 70 games as he has over the last 70, he couid hit .247 over the remainder of the season and still finish the
season with a .300 average, and if he has just half as many home runs, stolen bases and runs scored over the next
70 games, he'll end up with 45 steals, roughly 20 homers and close to 100 runs scored.

Given his play in the field -- he's a strong Gold Glove candidate as well -- his clear impact on the Angels' fortunes in
the first half, and his pedigree (first-round pick, top prospect, 20-year-old budding superstar), | doubt any of the men
below could pass him even after a comparatively weak second 70 games. If his next 70 games are a repeat of the
last 70, he'll finish with 60 steals, 26 homers, 88 RBIs and 130 runs scored, plus that fantastic slash line above. That
could well lead to him adding AL Most Valuable Player honors to the ROY award.



. 2. Yoems Cespedes, OF A's (NIA)
Season Stats 288/ 346/ 507 11 HR 42 RBI
: Last Three Weeks 345/387/517 2HR 10 RBI .:' .

-t seems clear now that the only thmg standmg between Cespedes and major Ieague stardom lS health He mlssed )

-~ nearly‘all of May due to ahand injury, played just two innings across a 10—game span in mid-June due to a hamstnng_ :

~ strain and would have mlssed more tlme had the All Star break not synched up perfectly W|th the thumb stra|n he :
suffered on the ﬂnal day of the fi rst half . o . e

o Cespedes came out f' nng for the second half however gomg 10 for-18 W|th two homers and two doubles as a o

: 'deSIgnated hltter in the fi rst four: games after the break Thanks to those four days off he has now played in21:
consecutive games, his Iongest such streak this season. He won't catch Trout in this race; but if he stays healthy in
i the second half, he could put up a 20- homer, 90 RBI season with double- dlglt steals (e has S|x1n eight attempts) a -
= nlce start for a 26—year—old player whose only mlnor Ieague exposure has been three m|d -season reahab games

3. will Mlddlebro,oks; 3B,Red Sox(3) -
'seasah Stats: '291/'32'4/"520 1tl—lR- 42RBl--
: Last ThreeWeeks 195/214/390 2HR 6RBI

. .It's been three weeks smce I last vnsnted this race, but of those 21 days four of them were the All- Star break and

B M|ddlebrooks mlssed seven others due toa hamstnng lnjury Thus as.poor as that Last Three Weeks Ilne above is, |t §

: only covers nlne games (and one scheduled off- day) whlch is one reason ‘that M|ddlebrooks remalns thlrd on thls list.

The other reason is that the other non-Trout contenders from three weeks ago have all fallen off the Ilst ent|rely
'Second -place Yu Darwsh went 0-2 W|th a6. 75 ERA in those three weeks and hiis current 3 96 ERAi is hlS h|ghest ,
- 'season mark smce mid- Apnl Fourth place Jarrod Parker went 2 1, but with a 5.71 ERA and would have ranked S|xth '

Af thls llst was Ionger F|fth place We|-Y|n Chen went 0-2 WIth a 5 32 ERA o e ,

4. TommyM _»fne SP, A's (NIA) ff; S 7' ;
Season Stats 96, 354 ERA 122WHIP 60K/9 292 K/BB 1co 64IP/GS :
) Last ThreeStarts'1 1, 200 ERA, 133 WHlP 95K/9 950 K/IB 60IP/GS

2 In stark contrast to the three pltchers who have fallen of this llst Mllone has domlnated over h|s last f' ive starts gomg '

3:1 with at. 3 ERA 1. 03 WHIP, a staggenng 8.67 stnkeout to-walk ratio (26 strikeouts agalnst three walks i in 34 o

' lnnmgs) and avere “ed 6.8. lnnlngs per start; I add|t|on |n the fi rst of those starts he' fcame the first AL rookie th|s o

. season to complete a.game. On the. season as a whole Mllone hasn't been the most da: zling: ofthe Al's crop-of =
ii rookle pltchers b" ohe Ieads them in |nn|ngs pltched with 114 1/3 the 14th most among all Amencan Leaguers Even

' 7 iafter adjustlng for thelr W|Idly dlsparate home ballparks he has:-a sl|ght edge over Darwsh who is next among AL

. .rook|es wnth 109 |nn|ngs |n ERA+ 113 to 112 as well as: the advantage i WHlP (1 22 to 1 34) and stnkeout to-walk

N ratio, (@92 to 2 12).

75 Scott D|amond SP Twms (NIA) 7
= Season Stats 8-3 2 96 ERA 1 21 WHIP 51 K/9 369 K/BB 6 5 IP/GS
7 Last Three Starts 2 0 3 86 ERA 1 14 WHIP 4 7 K/9 2. 75 K/BB 7. 0 IP/GS

K Dlamond Ieads all AL rookles wuth at least 10 starts ln ERA+ (1 38) mmngs per start KIBB ratlo and WHIP He has
By thrown just three |nn|ngs less than Parker in two fewer starts and has fi nally reached the pomt at whlch |- feel |t' &



' approprlate to mclude hlm against pltchers such as Mllone and Darvnsh who have been in thelr team s rotatlons aII
o year, though the nearly 30 extra |nn|ngs Mllone has thrown are stlll enough to overcome Dlamond 's superlor rate
 stats. o : ' - . . . _ ;

Dlamond I|ke Mllone |s a 25-year—o|d Iefty who |sn't pro;ected to be much more than a back-of—the rotatlon arm over
the long’ term His 4.46 ERA over his last six starts would seem to- support that pro;ectlon What got h|m on thls Ilst

" was the 1 61 mark he put up over h|s fi rst seven major Ieague starts

': Honorable mentron in thls lncreasrngly deep AL rookre fi eld goes to Tlgers outf elder Qumtm Berry, A's closer Ryan
: Cook and Rangers rehever Robble Ross R : - S S :

Offthe llst Yu Darvrsh (2) Jarrod Parker (4) Wel-Yln Chen (5) CT - ‘, ,.“‘.
: Natlonal League o
1 Wade Mlley, SP D|amondbacks (1)

g Season Stats 105 313 ERA 1 11 WHIP 64K/9 362 K/BB 65IP/GS

L LastThree Starts 12, BA4ERA, 169WHIP 68K/9 400 K/BB 53IP/GS N

. T
; 2 Bryce Harper CF Natlonals (2)

o Season Stats 278/349/458 8HR 26 RBI 44R 11 SB B

v jatch, Miley, wh



A pack'fas'much as it might seem: .~ -

Player = © | - bWAR | fWAR | . o
Miey -~ ool o288 o | 22

Haper - | 16 e

Aoki 13 1;'3'-,.5,_"”

Neither version of WAR fuIIy supports the other ranklngs on these ltsts save for Trout's of course but for these Im '

g happy to. Iet |t be the tle-breaker

' 4, Todd Fraz:er UT Reds (4) S \

B Season Stats 277/ 343/ 554 10 HR 30 RBI ;.

' Last Three Weeks 319/ 385/ 596 3 HR 8 RBI R

- . Three weeks ago 1 was Iobbylng for FraZIer to. remain-an- everyday player in Clhcmnatl at the expense of either Scott

" Rolen or. Ryan Ludwick (or some. comblnatlon thereof) I'd st|II prefer that solution to the current one, wh|ch has h|m
o fi illing:i |n foran |njured Joey Votto. atfirst base. Still, if there’ S an: up3|de to'one of the game §: best players mlssmg a
- month due to knee surgery |t's thata: deserwng roakie. Ilke Frazier wil get more time to. prove to s somv, 'hat rookle-'

g phoblc manager that he s for real and ,deserves to play, and hls‘domg s0 Wl|| make the Reds a better team in the 'f -:' '

' postseason

B percentage |t se

fs hk ! y that there w" b someone else in this fi nat spot three weeks from now W|th 27—year-old : :, s

o ‘Brewers starter Mlchael»Fters the Ieadlng candldate at the moment e

. o~

Ly
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- - contract. Optioned P V,ing_Mazz‘aro‘;to L
- Omaha. (Pacific.Coast/AAA). Recalled.-p: |
- Will Smith.from Omaha, =

- Dyson to New Hampshite (Eastern/an), |
» National League L

n : Activated 2B Dustin
“ec Irom the 15-day disabled list, -
Optioned 1 *Mauro Gomez to Pawtucket
(International/aaa), = " '
_Chicago White Sox: Recalled PDonpie
: 'eal'fr‘omChar‘lotte:(mtemanonal/AAA).
Optioned P Pedro Hernandez to Chai-
lotte, .- LT e
~ “Kansas City Royals: Agreed to terms

WIth C Jason Kendall on a minor league

Toronto Blue Jays: Optioned P Sari’ |

uired P Justin Ger- |
ed Sox for cash
gnated PJairo Asen- -|-




